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MY KASHKUL
FOREWORD TO THE READER

NO FIGURE is more familiar to those who travel ajJdhe great highways or the
unbeaten paths of the Moslem world than that of thedesmg derwish carrying his
greasy, oval bowl of metal or wood, perchance a cadestrell or gourd suspended by
three brass chains from the shoulder. This beggar's-lmowhich he receives alms and
scraps of food is calledl kashkul The derivation of the word is obscure, but may be
related to the Persian word for shouldaul, like our English word "colporteur"—one
who carries a pack on his back.

The adept follower of the Mystic Way in Islam is aclpalistinguished by four
external signs. He carriesabar or battle-axe to protect him from wild beasts during his
wanderings in the desert. On his head ist#j@r derwish cap, often embroidered with
Koran texts. His unshorn locks fall over his shouldargl indicate neglect of the
conventional. But most conspicuous of all is tkeeshkulin which he receives the
contributions of the faithful.

In Arabic literature, the worlashkulcame to signify also an album or a literary
collection from various sources. We have, for exantple famousitab-al-
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8 MY KASHKUL

Kashkul of Beha-al-Din al'Amili; and an Egyptian comic paper, i@mto Punch is
published in Cairo under the same title.

One who has lived in, and wandered for thirty-eight yaarsss, the wide world
of Islam gathers much in his menkalshkul In this volume he opens his beggar's basket
to the reader, and offers a share off the spoil detefrom Cairo to Casablanca, from
Cape-town to Calcutta, albeit a miscellany. The unifytle world of Islam, its
fascination, its desperate needs; and its marvellous avwakdéfe have impressed all
who study the subject. There are byways as well as kghwhich we ask the reader to
traverse, but all lead to the same goal, and eacherhaye trust, adds its line or two to
what is after all only a part of a great living panora®ame of the chapters appeared
originally as articles in leading missionary magazind®. the editors of these
publications we are indebted for permission to reprimevised form.

The title of the book may seem to include more tharcdntents. Some of the
gaps in the survey are accidental, others intentionaledtifer book on Arabia has long
been superseded in a whole series of illuminating veduby explorers, travellers, and
missionaries. Egypt and Turkey, it is true, occupy thatfpage of the press on the Near
East, but in neither country have Nationalism norcibweflicting forces of Islam itself yet
reached stable equilibrium. Although | saw somewhathofi€se Islam in 1917, the scat-
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tered Mohammedan population of that land and of CeAsial may have a chapter all to
themselves at a later date.

The illustrations are taken from a large collectionpbbtographs, some rather
rare, obtained on our journeys. We express our indeldsdite P. Dittrich and G.
Lekegian and Company, of Cairo, for those of the mosgondsderwishes; to Miss E. |.
M. Boyd for that of the mosque at Kustendil, Bulgat@;the librarian of the Aligarh
University; to Kurkdijian, Surabaia, Java, for the moscued to missionary friends in
Java, Sumatra, and South Africa for other photographsMBEoea pictures were secured
from my friend Ibrahim Rifa'at Pasha, of Cairo, angel @sed by his permission.

The author desires also to express his deep gratitudevesngeent officials in
British, French and Dutch possessions and colonies frutifailing courtesy and
kindness shown him, and, above all, to the missiesasf all societies and to his many
Moslem friends for hospitality of home and heart. @eewish calls down the blessing of
Allah at the doors where they have filled késhkul

S. M. ZWEMER.
Cairo.
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THE NEW WORLD OF ISLAM

IF ONE could stand on one of the lofty minarets ltd great Azhar University
Mosque, of Cairo, and look eastward, westward, and southweer the vast areas
dominated by Islam for thirteen centuries, nothing wouldispress the thoughtful
observer as the fact that the old empire of Mohamnasdbkcome almost unrecognizable
because of changes from without and from within.

Islam was cradled in the desert and bore the imprirtsoénvironment—stern,
ruthless, majestic, awful, immutable, inevitable—for maeynturies. In 907 A. D. the
bounds of the Caliphate included the whole of Turkestarsi®, all of western India, as
well as Arabia, North Africa, and Spain. Well might theder of so vast a domain call
himself Suleiman the Magnificent. To-day we witness ttmnants of the old Turkish
Empire, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Palestine, struggiinghe throes of a new
nationalism, eager for democracy yet none bold @ngtenough to save the Caliphate
when the Turks themselves abolished the office and depogéalsthof Ottoman Caliphs.
The situation is described by Moslems themselves in Eggythat borders on pessimism.

"There has been many a dark hour in the history of I15laaid Khawaja Nazir
Ahmad, preaching in the Woking Mosque (London), 1924, "but nevesamlark as the
present. We, the present-day Moslems,

15



16 ACROSS THE WORLD (3tAM

have indeed fallen on evil days. Our past glory has kersais. Our might, our honour,
have deserted us. To our rivals, our days are alreadpemed. It is true that, to a certain
extent, we have awakened and realized the critical naftiutiee situation in which we
find ourselves; but, like a man who has been enjoying a desjber and is awakened,
all of a sudden, by some turmoil around him, we are rushiogtan utter darkness to
avoid what we perceive to be an imminent danger. Confuss seized our senses; and
though the danger is within our purview, yet we cannot prgpechte it. Death is staring
us in the face, and the struggle for self-preservationusaegun.”

The Egyptian papers published a cartoon showing Kemal Pastized in the top
of a high palm tree bearing the word "Caliphate" andirggwhrough the trunk below
him. Beneath the tree stands a man in a mantle ananturgpresenting the old world of
Islam, warning him with great alarm of his peril. The unluach popularity of the
Angora government in Egypt and India has vanished. Turkeigblased herself not only
from the rest of Islam by her recent action, but shetheown down the challenge to
educated Mohammedans everywhere also to separate churshatnand to substitute
nationalism for pan-Islamic ideals. The situation peta Moslem leaders to reconsider
religious positions formerly accepted as axiomatic. Quegplexity exists in the minds of
the masses. The Mohammedans of Bengal, when theg béé#ne fall of the Caliphate,
first contended that the news was a "lie of Reutears,if true, the news must be good,
since the Turks can only do the right thing. When awakkedacts, they were depressed
and Sayyid Amir Ali wrote:


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm
http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

THENW WORLD OF ISLAM 17

"The so-called ‘abolition' of the Caliphate will, édr, give rise to grave unrest
among the unadvanced communities and at the samenih@eate discord among all
Moslem nations, and lead to the disintegration of Isd&sn@a moral force united hitherto
by one common ideal. The semi-civilized may eventubéydrawn into the meshes of
revolution and disorder.

"Islam, by its discipline and rules of conduct, maimsasocial order and sobriety
and consecrates family life and private ownership of prgpé&dr it to lose its force,
especially among these communities, will have a tizas effect on civilization and
progress.”

The Moslem magaziné,ght, published at Lahore, described the new situation in
the Moslem world with equal alarm:

"Is not Islam involved to-day in a life-and-death strugdgdethere one nook of the
globe, or one corner, where hostile forces inkadirt might are not up against Islam? Can
you point to one Moslem land from Morocco to Malayani the inaccessible heart of
Africa to the forbidding confines of Central Asia, whelne teel or, to say the least, the
thumb of one usurper or another is not enslaving the iimss in body, and corrupting
him in soul?"

One could multiply such testimony, but we ask rather, ighthe significance of
this "life-and-death struggle" to Western nations andeqtlagress of civilization? What
is Islam? It is at once the great surrender and th¢ dezaal,—the willing surrender of
millions of human hearts and lives for thirteen longteses to the obedience of
Mohammed, the great Arabian, and the blinding of thosethead lives by an almost
total eclipse of the Jesus Christ of history through Ibfagradition.
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"Mohammed," says G. K. Chesterton, "did not, like Megi, find a new star; he
saw through his own particular window a glimpse of the tggeay field of the ancient
starlight.”

Whether Islam was originally intended to be a universigiom is a disputed
guestion. Learned writers assert and equally learnedasshddny the idea of universality
in early Islam. Among the former are T. W. Arnold, hadson, Margoliouth, and
Noldeke; Among the latter, Sir William Muir, Caetani, haens and other recent
writers® The question, however, has almost become acaderim ts-day is without
doubt one of the two great religions thmtsa world outlook and a world program, and
that world was never so extensive, so restless, sciows of itself as it is to-day.

"At this period, entering upon a New Year," said a Moskerter of Calcutta, "it
behoves us all to look around and see the position ahlslahe West. When, twenty-
three years ago, | embraced Islam, | did so standingiqalig alone. To-day, what a
difference there is! In England, the Islamic commyrof Britishers is 3,000. Three
journals circulate hereFhe Islamic World, The Islamic Revieamd The Review of
Religions All this has happened in a short space of time. In Fraaa@®untry which |
visit every month, there is the magnificent mosque atnommpleted in Paris, with a
strong Islamic population, and many French people who aesepted ‘The Faith most
excellent." The French Society (of which | am repredare in Great Britain) is named
the ‘Fraternite Musulmane,' and is a very strong bodyaztige. In Germany, there is a
mosque in Berlin, with a number of Germans who

! Compare "The Conception of Universality in Earlyatsl" by E. E. Elder iThe Moslem World
January, 1927.
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are Muslims. In America, there is a mosque in Chicagd,lamas recently honoured by
being asked to visit the Chicago University to speak orariig History." In the
Argentine Republic, there is a very influential Muslimppttion, with an Arabic
journal, ElI Argentino Brazil counts thousands of Muslims. In Holland and Retyi
there are nationals of those countries who camslaml In Hungary, there is a strong
community with some illustrious names. Those who prsiedethe decline of Islam have
seen their predictions falsified, for Islam is gaininguy@ throughout the world. In
Australia, there are, to-day, upwards of twenty mosgBesth Africa reckons numbers
where sometime ago none existed. To-day, when a weatg s@eks consolation, it is
Islam and Islam alone that can guide a stricken humaviidglims! be up and doing, and
bring to the Light those who are now groping in darkness."

The old missionary slogan has met with a counter-sldgém is challenging the
West to accept Mohammed as the hope of humanity. Higdpby, under the title dfhe
Ideal Prophet is now printed in several languages and a frhas been recently formed
to broadcast the new Mohammedan thought. It is a nevd wbislam because Islam has
entered theNew World. Mohammed has discovered America. Every one offitlee
continents has its Moslem population. In North Ameeribere are scattered groups of
immigrants numbering, it is true, twelve thousand only, duiive in their propaganda
through The Moslem Sunrisepublished in Chicago. In South Amerida,e. Brazil,
Argentine, Guadeloupe, and Guiana, there are over one lkuadck ninety thousand
Mohammedans.

2 See thdslamic ReviewWoking) for lists of the monthly contributors and thregram of
publication.
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In France the number of Moslems is increasing; insPalone there are nearly three
thousand.

Islam challenges Europe and America by the activity gintgpaganda in centres
such as London, Berlin, Paris, and Chicago. It is traetths propaganda is conducted
by a heterodox and modernistic Islam, the Ahmadiya bettit has a considerable reflex
influence in all countries. The conversion of Europeand Americans to Islam has
become a stock-in-trade argument against ChristianitygypEand India. In Australia,
Moslems number over twenty-five thousand and publish them owagazine. In the
Philippine Islands our government census puts the numbeobéiMmedans at 586,999.
These fringes of the Moslem world area are of leagtoitance numerically, but not
therefore of least importance to Western Christendom

Statistics are dry and often bewildering, yet it is oloyystatistics that we can
measure the present expansion of a religion which begaime sixth century with a
minority of one man who claimed to be God's last eweger.

To-day the number of those who profess and call thenséhaghammedans is
nearly two hundred and thirty-five million. In Southeastéeurope (omitting the
scattered groups of Britain and France as negligiblember, but not in their influence)
there are three and a half million. They are foundflshia Albania, Bulgaria, Greece
and Yugoslavia. Add to these a little over eighteen midion European and Asiatic
Russia and nearly two hundred thousand in South AmericdlycBrazil and Guiana).

Pass to the two great continents and the Island wdnllrevislam has made its
conquests. In Africa
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there are nearly fifty million followers of the Aven prophet, and they are found nearly
everywhere except in the southwestern portion of thairent. In the Belgian and
French Congo, Liberia, Mozambique, Somaliland; around_#ghes and Zanzibar and in
Madagascar, on the west coast of Senegal, Guinea,nigghan Uganda, Abyssinia,
Kenya, Tanganyika; in Sierra Leone and the Gold Coast, ldog@nd the Cameroons;
nearly eleven million in Nigeria, and last but not tefise solid belt of Moslem countries
on the north, Egypt, the Sudan, Tripoli, Tunisia, Algeria eéMorocco. In Africa
paganism is crumbling, but Islam is aggressive, ubiquitous,sacohtesting with Chris-
tianity the destiny of a continent.

In Asia every country has its Moslem problem except JapdnKorea. In China
there are about nine millions; in the Dutch East Indiesr thirty-six millions; India has
the largest Moslem population of any country in the wewdder sixty-nine millions. In
Bengal province alone there are twenty-five million Moss.

The missionary forces have, however, hitherto, movealsamr around this great
Moslem bloc. The following areas or countries in which fopulation is wholly or
predominantly Moslem are practically unoccupied, althoughissionary conferences
of Cairo, Edinburgh, Lucknow, and Jerusalem successiatly them all before the
Church; Afghanistan, the provinces of Hejaz, Azir, Nejd] ladramaut in Arabia, Rus-
sian Turkestan, parts of Siberia, Bokhara, the eagiarh of the Malay Peninsula,
Socotra, the Moslem populations of Madagascar, Russia iopEufripoli in North
Africa, the French Soudan, the Great Aures Mountalms,Saharan Atlas ranges, the
central popu-
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lows mountain regions of Morocco, and the vast Salise#f. These unoccupied fields
have a total population of approximately thirty-six millidlle face a new world because
we know its vast proportions and must acknowledge our legteat.

It is a new world of Islam also because of new ligglhtown on its origin and
character, its unity and dissensions, its vital thetiaciples and its backward Arabian
ethics. The bibliography on Islam is becoming enormougen®Drand occident have
contributed of their ripe scholarship in translations ftg Koran, translations of the
Traditions in English, German and French, and of theces of Islamic history and juris-
prudence. The grotesque ignorance or the inaccurate staseofieearlier writers need no
longer lead astray even the casual reader on this subbjeetlife of Mohammed, for
example, now appears in the daylight of history and nédhenmoonshine of tradition,
thanks to the labours of Grimme, Noldeke, Buhl, Lammafexgoliouth, Tor Andrae,
and, more especially, Goldziher and Leone Ceaetani. Taleaurs have abrogated much
of the learning and lore enshrined in our earlier popular riést@nd encyclopedids.
Weil, Sprenger, Carlyle, and Muir no longer hold the kimyshe problem of the Great
Arabian.

The Koran, too, has lost its unique character as an Addssic, impressing the
ignorant non-Arabs by its poetic cadence. The book s liranslated into forty
languages, is handled by the infidel, nay, can be bougl#edtions, as a gramaphone
record, in the markets of Cairo and Calcutta. Profe§sastav Pfannmuller, in his
Handbuch der Islam-Literatur

3 Cf. "The Quest of the Historical Mohammed," by Artheffdry in The Moslem WorldOctober,
1926.
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gives a partial list of translations and versionsalihthe languages of Europe. Those
which now appear in Bengali, Urdu, Marathi, Tamil, Javan€denese and English,
prepared by and for the Mohammedans themselves, aresigargcant as the harbinger
of a new day. Some even believe that the translatiohe Koran into the vernaculars of
Africa and Asia is a strategic missionary method. $tahili version, by Canon Dale, at
least went far to prove its wisdom. As long as we HtheeBible Societies missionaries
may welcome a polyglot Koran.

Ignorance of Islam and of the world it still dominatesniexcusable in a new day
whose dawn "came up like thunder" during and after the Widd The daily press, the
illustrated magazines, the theatre, and even the citewe brought Constantinople and
Cairo, Mecca and the muezzin, "Fatima" and her sjstees"Thief of Bagdad," or the
honest exiled Caliph, to our doors. The Near EastRBas not only carried America's
overflowing bread-basket to a million starving widows, orphamnd exiles, but has put
the economic, social, and spiritual needs of the Neat i bold relief before a hundred
million people. The Moslem world was never so neat isg0-day.

It is a new world because it is no longer stagnant. Rewements, economic,
social, intellectual, spiritual, are stirring everywhefd@e currents run counter to each
other and with terrific speed. Zionism, Bolshevism, comumadéism, nationalism,
imperialism, all have their own interests centring i tlndeveloped, unexploited
Moslem Near East. Each is a disintegrating factohendld world of thought and life.
Turkey is turning her back on the past and is tramp-


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

24 ACROSS THE WORLD Gt AM

ling on traditions that had the sanctity of age andigeligThe cry of the reactionaries is,
"Back to the Koran and to Mohammed." The problem ofpttegressives is to get as far
away from both as is decent and safe. The unity oMbglem problem is nowhere seen
more clearly than in this struggle of the old and newhe womb of a new day. It is
similar in all lands from Java to Morocco.

Whether reformed Islam will remain Islam was questioned.dogl Cromer, two
decades ago, in his book on Modern Egypt. The questionwsangwered, but in the
negative. The rise of new sects, the Babi-Behai isi@ethe Ahmadi in India, and the re-
crudescence of old sects, the Wahhabis and the IkhwArabfa, also indicate a coming
struggle. The educational revival, the renaissance of &i@ba world language through
schools and universities, the feminist movement, alalethe enormous activity of
Moslem journalisn, co-operate to bring about new conditions of toleeamccessibility
and responsiveness.

National and compulsory primary education for the massean ambitious
program for countries where ninety-six per cent. of tle@ @nd ninety-nine per cent. of
the women are still illiterate. Yet that is the sloga the Cairo press and among the
Mohammedan Nationalists of India. Their boundles#$ fisithot without works. To give a
single instance, Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy has offerethéoBombay University, on
behalf of a group of Moslems, one million rupees, ire¢hand one-half per cent.
government bonds, for an endowment of university schofzsdar

* Cf. "Journalism in Moslem Lands," by S. M. Zwemer in MdWsslem World To-dgyDoran,
1925.
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Mohammedan students of the Bombay Presidency going tiyrioceuntries for higher
studies in medicine, philosophy, ancient history, Arabicrdti@e, town-planning,
technological and industrial subjects.

Moslem Nationalist schools refusing state aid are sjigngp all over India. In
Sumatra we visited private Moslem co-educational schabish were up-to-date and
crowded with hundreds of pupils. So great a number of pudiwols have been
established by the French in Algeria and Tunisia that Frenblecoming the language,
not only of economic and social, but even of religidifes in North Africa. Persia is
awakening to the need of education for the masses, andnagss are training the
future leaders of education in the only colleges that eXibe same is true of
Mesopotamia. The American University at Cairo has pumisifMecca, and King Feisul
is asking for an American college at Bagdad.

"The shattering impact of the War itself," so it wagreed by the General
Missionary Conference held in 1924 at Jerusalem, "theofisgamant nationalism and
race movements cutting across Pan-Islamic policy, tiishBvik ferment, the Caliphate
agitation, the increased government of Islamic peopleSurgpean powers, the critical
debate on the civilization of Christendom, the easiveread of European scepticism,
the rebellion against traditionalism and external autthathe hunger for knowledge of
new scientific thought and invention, the canvassing of sketus of Oriental
womanhood, and some strong reactionary movements afactdrs in producing a
profound and widespread change that can be described soberiyithnprecision as
epoch-making. The urgency of the need is quite as impressive range; for the present
plasticity cannot be expected to continue indefinitely."


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

26 ACROSS THE WORLD OREA$/

The ubiquity, activity, and enterprise of the Moslem grassd journalism already
mentioned are creating new opportunities and a new mgneinong the masses.
Provincialism is going. There lies before me a Malay kleepublished by
Mohammedans in Borneo. On a single page there is arleadm Islam in America,
another article on the new mosque in Berlin, items diggrAligarh College, India,
Nationalism in Bengal, and an advertisement of a Jsersteamship company, that
accommodates Borneo pilgrims for Mecca, if they esilibark at Pedang, Sumatra. What
clearer proof of the unity of the new world of Islam#Tibading Arabic periodicals of
Cairo have agents and readers everywhateHilal is one of the popular illustrated
monthlies dealing with current events, science, artjieerdture. Each number contains a
department of questions and answers. In one current nufmie who use this open
forum represent the following lands and cities: KatdéisEArabia; Nablous, Palestine;
Utica, New York; Tanta, Egypt; Bagdad; Waterbury, ConwgeattiMontreal; Partos,
Brazil; Syria; Mexico; and Java. The same magazinvesga list of a dozen foreign
agencies, including Brazil and Persia. Among those who @&lvéan its columns are
Syrians and Egyptians in Manchester, England, Berlin aodi& Janeiro. This unity of
the Islamic world through the press has its advantagésalso its grave perils for
Christian missions. The spread of missions into purelgl®uo lands, for example the
opening of Central Arabia and Afghanistan to medical imissies, aroused the Moslem
press. The Cairo Moslem papers reported the Edinburgh @on& and the plans for
church union in Canada. An article appears in an Ingbdgoer complaining of
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the success of Christian missions among the Moslemsmélad. A Singapore magazine
finds encouragement in editorial exaggeration as follows:

"To-day a great part of the inhabitants of the worlahtho profess the religion of
Islam. According to the latest estimate, the adherehtthis creed amount to four
hundred millions, not an insignificant fraction of thwehole human race. In a
comparatively brief space of 1,300 years the teachingseoKtinan have taken a firm
root in the hearts of such a vast multitude of men and baseme their daily code. East
or West, North or South, wherever the observer tdmsseyes, his gaze invariably
encounters at least some unit of this great brotherhApdrt from the vast tracts of
purely Moslem countries and the millions inhabiting ChinaRudsia, one comes across
the Polish-speaking Moslems in Lithuania, Dutch-speakingldfos of Cape Colony and
those inhabiting the West Indies and the Guianas, antilasiot least the new adherents
of the faith in the British Isles, North Americaustralia and Japan."

In similar vein, Abdul Qayum Malik wrote imhe Moslem ChronicléCalcutta,
Nov. 19, 1926):

"Let no enthusiastic exponent of the worth and qualit{Earopean institutions
gloat too wildly over the supposed downfall of Islam as@l@vSystem, and look upon
present-day popular disaffection of Moslems against tphast conduct of life as
manifestation of their disillusionment of Islam's idedlst let them study the calm and
reasoned efforts that are going on everywhere, to takdé sf the present situation, to
devise means and undertake measures to eradicate fronsdbml and political and
spiritual system the taint of their past indifferenttas, therefore, wrong to imagine that
the ideal of the universal brotherhood of El Islam hessed to play its legitimate part in
the
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creation of the Moslem world of to-morrow, nor wouldbe right to declare that the
revivalist programme initiated by the great reforms of plast century represents a
movement in which genuine and true Islam has been reteggatbe background. To my
mind, the Pan-Islamic ideal is still the mainspring of prgsent activities, but with this
essential difference that if in the past it was baseah tip® mythical and ignorant notion
of large sections of Mussalmans who, irrespective @fctmsiderations of their material
equipment, believed that they could cope with thegisiscendancy of the West merely
because they were Mussalmans, the present-day mansiestatthe Pan-Islam on the
other hand is of the character of an intelligent and-intdrmed interest in the well-
being of the Moslem communities, based largely on thellingness to acquire
knowledge of modern arts and sciences, their eagemmestady progressive institutions
of the West, and their anxiety to convince the non-Mosleorld, of the vast
potentialities of Islam as a great reformative force."

Finally we must note that this new self-consciousf-&édlicated world of Islam
has found new weapons against an old Gospel. In this regesituation is entirely
new. The old Islam honoured Jesus Christ as a greatgirapid although it denied his
deity and atoning death it always acknowledged his sinlessmesvirgin birth. The New
Islam denies the sinlessness of Jesus, mocks at the birdinand offers proof from the
writings of infidels and from modern destructive cigm that the Bible is a tissue of
fables and myths. It is painful to read the articlegtem on these subjects by men who
in. some cases are graduates of Christian collegesinfdrmous book by Mohammed
Tannir,Pagan Elements in Christianjtis an example, unfortunately not unique. The late
Mr. Howard Walter, in his admirable book on the Ahma-
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diya movement, quotes the following passage frbme Review of Religionsaying,
"Could deliberate blasphemy go to greater lengths?"

"The manner is very amusing in which the three Persofsinity (sic) shifted
the responsibility of the reformation of mankind frame to the other. There was the
Father, who, having a certain superiority, in name ifinaeality, thought of restoring
man to his original state—one shouklic] think it means the savage state, for human
progress has been gradual from a lower to a higher stégé he found his hands tied by
the manacles of justice. Out of filial reverence tba 8ffered himself, but when he came
into the world, he went awayith the empty consolation that the third partner st@the
and teach them all truths and guide them into all trlitte third Persorbeing only a
pigeon[the italics are ours], found himself unable to undertaketéaching of truths, but
thought he had done his duty by teaching the apostles a féactdjavhich they were
thus able to speak stammeringly."

The Moslem mind in Islam is still averse to the Gospat expresses itself in a
new way that bears the trade-mark, "Made in Europe."

"The heathen idea in slaying an animal was to placateiayar god, who would
not be satisfied until the life of an animal was présgéras an offering. The practice of
offering a beautiful girl annually to the god of the Nitee waters of which were the
principal source of their crops, is well known. EvenGhristianity we find traces of a
similar idea. Man sinned. God will not forgive him unt has offered some sacrifice as
an expiation. . . Now, you need not offer your owrrifiae. Christ, the sinless, the only
begotten son of God, was offered as a sacrifice fer dlhning humanity—so that
whoever believes in this vicarious sacrifice of Chiesgaved. Thanks to the Prophet of
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Islam, the Moslem faith is free from such absurd dagms vicarious suffering and
atonement. The sacrifice Islam sanctions has aledgloo idea in it of placating an angry
Deity."

Although severely critical on the one hand, the attitoflenany other educated
Moslems, especially in India, Egypt and Persia, isnoft®st sympathetic and eager for
the truth. The questions that are put in such magazinEpiphany published by the
Oxford Mission, are abundant proof of restlessness dueabspiritual hunger. The
ethical standards of Christ are openly approved by thosealvthe same time apply the
acid test of His Gospel teaching to our Western ethidsoain Western civilization. The
young Indian barrister-at-law, already quoted, after givendpird's-eye view of the
Moslem situation to-day, asks a pertinent question andelfigises answer:

"What is going to be our future, and how far will we taume to progress along
with other highly organized communities of the West? awof the highly complicated
nature of world conditions which obtain at the presem, it is extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to find a satisfactory answer to this qoastBut even a summary view
would disclose that two of the greatest obstacles acgbetween the Muslim world and
the European world are Bolshevism and the inordinatalrpdde of the Western races,
face to face with the struggling yet ambitious Muslim camities. But one may as well
inquire: ‘Does Bolshevism really constitute a dangerwsw las European powers are
animated in their dealings with Islam by a spirit ofigestand fairness?'

"To my mind the real promoter of ‘Red' ambitions in tBast is not the
propaganda of Zienovieff or spectacular gestures of Trotbky, the unchecked
despotism of Western imperialism. Delimitate its sc@mel you have almost within your
grasp the basis of a real and enduring peace
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between Europe and Asia. The Treaty of Berlin drove Tuik® the arms of Germany,

the Treaty of Sevres drove her towards Russia, bulréety of Lausanne saved Turkey
from Sovietism and made her a rampart against BolshelistrEurope remember that
contented Islam is the greatest and safest insurancesaglae disruption of Europe's
economic dominion in the West and its political rul¢ha East."

In the following chapters we will see that the diagnadighe Indian Moslem
press is not altogether amiss. At the outset it asfius to sum up the situation in this
new world of Islam in general terms. We may say thdast the whole of Christendom
faces the whole Moslem world in the open. The dayafdestine or indirect approach or
contacts is past. They know and we know that Chnisyiaand Islam face each other as
rivals for world dominion. Compromise of principlesas impossible for them as it is for
us. But a new sense of brotherhood and of internatiounst! will result, if we play fair. A
great and effectual door has been opened for the Gospel.rAddo® barred and bolted is
nailed open.

The Cross of Christ is the missing link in Islam's créteid; our glory. The life of
Christ alone can elevate their moral conceptionse dar withhold that life from them?
The power of Christ alone is able to set them frethenliberty of the sons of God; shall
we not proclaim to them this freedom? Their politicapés in a pan-Islamic program are
ruined. But they deserve sympathy and help in their struggla faw nationalism and
the principles of democracy. The soil of their heags been broken up by the plowshare
of God. Now is the time for sowing; to-morrow, thervest.
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1
THE BRITISH EMPIRE AND THE EMPIRE
OF ISLAM

IT SEEMS presumption on the part of one who is neithMoslem nor a British
subject to venture an opinion on so large a theme, one wirisHes with such
difficulties as the relationship of two great empwdsse boundaries lie rather in human
hearts than within the covers of an atlas. But "exiogedeace" under the British flag
during more than thirty years of residence abroad hase€'lad Adhem bold." In 1877,
Edward Maitland wrote a curious book entitlEdgland and Islam; or The Counsel of
Caiaphas in which this voice crying in the wilderness pointed out "Hparitual
relationship between England, Islam and Israel; the duBngfand in the present crisis;
and the high destiny that awaits her on the fulfilmafthat duty.” In 1912, Syed H. R.
Abdul Majid, LL.D., collected a series of articles adtresses and essays under the title,
England and the Moslem Worlth this book, also, an attempt is made to measure the
areas, populations, and responsibilities, mutual or ctinflicof the British Empire and
the Mohammedan world. More recently Khwaja Kamal-ud;Bf Woking, has given his
views on the subject in a book entitlede House Dividedl'he Moslem press also for the
last two decades has had its say on the question franglés.

The British Empire and the Empire of Islam are

32
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both great realities. One is a commonwealth of natlouilt up under the stress and strain
of many centuries, through colonization or conquest or rg¢bical adventure, held
together, not by force, but by great ideals and by the dewelop of democratic
principles under a common loyalty to the heart ofEEngpire. The other is a vast empire
of human hearts bound together by a common faithpamam hope, and, in these latter
days, by a common peril, namely, the encroachment oféiesm and the invasion by
Western powers of what was once a solid Mohammedanlardgeeir origin, world-wide
extent, and mutual relationships, the boundaries oéttves world empires run strangely
athwart each other. Their areas and population aremgtin juxtaposition, but they are
often identical across wide stretches of the two gstatontinents. Again and again there
seem to have been parallel tendencies in the coutsstofy, and a directing Providence
is unmistakable. One is reminded of the lines of the Aral, plon-al-Faridh:

"Not in vain the nation-strivings, nor by chance the
currents flow;

Error-mazed, yet truth-directed, to their certain goal
they go.”

The present number of Mohammedans in the world is puteceatsvely at
233,000,000. Of these, 100,829,571 live in British possessions or praestaraunder
some form of government controlled by Great Britain. dber European government
has even one-third as many Moslem subjects as has ritiéh EEmpire. France has
32,000,000 in Africa and Asia; while the Netherlands count 40,00000®@& or less, in
the Dutch East Indies. In Asiatic Russia there areutabd5,000,000 Russian
Mohammedans; while under the


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

34 ACROSS THE WORLD (JEAM

American Government in the Philippine Islands the totahlver of Mohammedans is
only 586,999. In Africa there are still 25,910,000 Mohammedans thedritish flag or
British Mandates, chiefly in Uganda, Nyasaland, Egypt, Soudanya, Tanganyika, Ni-
geria, East and South Africa, and West Africa. In AZi,788,000, chiefly in India, but
also in Arabia, Borneo, Sarawak, Ceylon, the StrdiesFederated Malay States, Cyprus,
Mesopotamia, and Palestine. In Australia there are 29yifX¥lems; and in the British
possessions of South America, 53,000. These facts are igivgreater detail in the
accompanying table. We use round numbers.

MOSLEMS UNDER BRITISH GOVERNMENT, MANDATE OR
OCCUPATION

Central and South America

Guiana 24,800
Jamaica 3,000
Trinidad 26,000
53,800
Africa
Uganda 73,000
Nyasaland 50,000
Egypt 11,658,148
Sudan 1,793,000
Kenya 427,000
Tanganyika 1,276,600
Zanzibar and Pemba 183,600
Basutoland
Bechuanaland
Rhodesia 9,035
Swaziland

Union of South Africa 45,842
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Nigeria 7,833,000
Gambia 28,800
Gold Coast 101,400
Sierra Leone 300,000
Togoland 500,000
Cameroons 578,000
Somaliland 300,000
25,157,425
Asia
Aden and Perim 54,000
Sokotra and Kuria Muria 12,000
Bahrein Islands 109,000
Borneo 162,500
Brunei 23,900
Sarawak 150,000
Ceylon 302,000
Maldive Islands 70,199
India and Dependencies 70,000,000
Straits Settlements 258,719
Federated Malay States 420,840
Protected Malay States 758,060
Cyprus 56,428
Mesopotamia 2,640,700
Palestine 600,000
75,618,346
Totals
Central and South America 53,800
Africa 28,157,425
Asia 75,618,346
Total 100,829,571

As Karl Ritter pointed out, the metropolis of thatBh sea dominion lies at the
central point of the land hemisphere of the earth. thigldominion stretches
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across the Mohammedan world from Gibraltar to Aden, BynSingapore, and Hong
Kong. Sir Frederick Lugard, in an address before the Rog®nial Institute, November
14th, 1922, stated that, "In so far as lateral expansiaomcerned, the growth of the
empire has been great during the last two decades ofrteeeanth and the first two of
the twentieth century. Its area in 1880 was 8,644,000 squars. rtilenow covers
13,388,000, according to figures supplied by the Board of Tradesendsiimate is lower
than that of the textbooks. The Great War has addedtstoresponsibilities in
Mesopotamia, Palestine, Africa, and the Far Pacifiaraa aggregating nearly a million
square miles and eight millions of population. In thesaer fdecades the empire
population has increased from two hundred and seventy-oliensto four hundred and
forty-seven millions, or over sixty per cent. The @mmow comprises considerably
more than a quarter of its land surface."

Such a vast outreach of empire adds a colossal burdespafnsibility to a nation
that has always been in the van, as a missionanyigaeia which the churches, both the
Established Churches and the Free Churches, have ba@erslein the missionary
movement. Britain, too, has often stood in the breacintefnational complications as
the apostle of peace. Since the close of the World e of the outstanding facts in the
study of politics seems to be that the former doctrineamperialism are to-day
impossible. Whatever may have taken place in the pastpdditation or oppression of
native races by any Western government, the princiglegternational law, vindicated
on the battlefields of Europe and forming the idealshef lteague of Nations and the
International Court of Jus-
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tice, enunciate the truth, in the case of natiawell as of individuals, that from those to
whom much is given, much will justly be required.

"Recent events," said the Bishop of Ripon, Dr. E. A. Bughs, "have shown at
once that we are losing our former sense of imperiasion, the instinct to take up the
‘White Man's Burden;' and that our former imperial methals not work to-day. ‘He
that will be great among you let him be the servardllof This, if we are to regain our
former leadership, must be the new keynote of the Britmm@onwealth. Already we
are finding that without the Christian missionary inggulve shall be hard put to it to
staff our Indian Empire, while only Christian-heartedictdls can really serve either
Britain or India to-day. | believe that, if all thecta could be assessed, it would be found
that the empire is held together only by the Chrisgément in its tradition, by the
Christian character of some of its representativegemgmnent officials, sailors, soldiers,
merchants, and the like, and, most of all, by the Ganamissionaries in all lands who
are the most effectual servants of the imperial ideal."

In a study of the relation of the British Empirette world of Islam from the
missionary standpoint, we are not unmindful of the existesf many great and grave
difficulties, but these do not remove the responsibiiitty the performance of arduous
duties or diminish the call of destiny for their fulfibmt.

For a fair judgment of the considerations which aréotiow we need to realize
the difficulties that are inevitable in the adjustmefhthe mutual relationships of these
two Empires. The Islamic world includes some of thengfest, most virile, conquering
and independent tribes and races, for example, the populatio
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of northern India, the Arabs, the Malays, the Tudtg] the Hausas. Generally speaking,
although the Moslem world is distinguished for its largecgetage of illiteracy and
consequent superstition, its peoples exercise marvelldiisngss and hospitality. They
are noted for cheerfulness and patience,—not the pat@&ngerseverance, which they
too often lack, but the patience of endurance. One whelsravith the Arabs and sees
them in their hunger, their cold, and their nakednegs;-eheerful and patient, because
all things come from Allah, can only marvel at thgtirength of character. On the other
hand, they have an innate utter conservatism and aitlingness to change the path of
the fathers, whether it run through the desert or throlgih own minds and hearts. They
possess a fierce religiousness. They do not repdatctieed, but shout it. Within their
psychology God finds the supreme place and everythingeipmeted under the constant
realism of an ardent theism. As Mr. Winston Churchill it one of his addresses, "The
Middle East is inordinately stocked with peppery, pugnacipresud politicians and theo-
logians, who happen to be at the same time extremellyarmed and extremely hard
up."

In addition to this racial difficulty we have ever peas the political theory of
Islam, which necessarily clashes with the idea of ttotisnal liberty and the ideals of
democracy. The Moslem theory of government, as is kmelvn, is based not only upon
the Koran but upon tradition and two other sources derngd the foregoing, namely,
ljma’a (or agreement) an@iyas (or deduction). The canon law of Islam is the law of
God; and the masses of the people constantly havehia taeir subconscious minds,
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whatever be the government under which they are living.

Now we may fondly imagine that such laws have long laggn abrogated by the
entrance of Western governments, or through reform mewés and the growth of a
spirit of tolerance; but the theory as theory remaamsl can be called into exercise by an
appeal to fanaticism, when anyone is bold enough to askharhdllah's law is not
supreme.

Again, the social system of Islam as embodied in itisand culture does not fit
particularly well with Anglo-Saxon standards. It idfeient to mention slavery and the
slave trade, which are Moslem religious privileges, tbe Iposition of women,
polygamy, banking in all its departments, and modern samtain so far as it conflicts
with Moslem tradition on the subject of method and eimsafor daily ablutions. On the
other hand, if the slave trade offends the Christiars@ence, the liquor traffic offends
that of the Moslent;not to speak of the serious misunderstanding of Westanards
of morals, occasioned by the sensational cinema,othiggtade theatre, and extreme or
immodest styles of female dress. If we would see

! Islam is a religion that inculcates absolute prohibitbintoxicants, although it has never been
able to enforce its teaching among Turks and other Eanopaces. But the influence of Western
civilization, the evils incident to an army of occupati the impossibility of control of the liquor traffic
because of laws of ex-territoriality for the Levantivdso largely conduct this business,—all these have
led to a constant increase in the use of intoxicantthimthe city limits of Cairo there were, in Decempber
1919, no less than 687 public establishments for selling lichmrording to government returns of the
previous five years, the import value of intoxicating licufor Egypt was as follows: In 1914, £308,396;
1915, £461,891; 1916, £511,456; 1917, £593,618; and in 1918, £796,328. These figuvawy sim
increase in value during the war of 160 per cent., speakdmselves.
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ourselves as others see us, it is such questions aghihedeserve sympathetic study.

Lord Cromer held that as a political and social systé#stam is moribund, and
that its gradual decay cannot be arrested by any moderatpabli, no matter how
skillfully they may be applied'If this be true, the bridging of the chasm between the
small percentage of the literate and educated Moslemthandst majority who still live
under the old sanctions will not be easy. Professdd.DMacdonald, one of the leading
students of Islamic questions, is of the opinion thatfohmdations of religious belief
among Moslems must inevitably be sapped by the new forces.

"Unless all signs deceive,” he writes, "there lies leefie Moslem peoples a
terrible religious collapse. Islam as a religion is holding its own against the unbelief
that is flooding in from the European civilization. Ygumen are growing up into crass
and material forms of atheism; forms that the betllectual life of Europe has itself
thrown off. And as education spreads and deepens, as hisholigates for itself its
place, as the moral feeling becomes more watchful @mditsse, so the legend of
Mohammed will crumble and his character be seen imueslight. And with Mohammed
the entire fabric must go. It is, then, for the Cimis schools and preachers to save these
peoples, not only for Christianity, but for any religian all; to vindicate to them the
claims upon their lives of religion in the broadest sefis

Accentuating these fundamental differences and diffesilis the rise of present-
day nationalism and of the passion for self-deternonatihich demands im-

2 Modern Egyptone-volume edition, p. 602.
3 'Aspects of Islappp. 12-13.
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mediate and full admission to the privieges and respditigis of independent
statehood. Egypt, India, and Mesopotamia illustratetémdency. In none of these lands,
however, do Moslems realize in their demands that tbethrof democracy can only be
gradual—"first the blade, then the ear; after that thefun in the ear.”

This restlessness under foreign rule and passion fopletanindependence is
largely dominated by the religious motive. Sometimes thiexpressed with blunt
boldness, as recently in the Kemalist newspaPexan Sabadwhich, addressing the
Turkish army at the time of the Smyrna tragedy, said:

"And thou, the Army of the Creator and the Just! Evigme you massacre a
Greek you are pulling down one of the corner-stones dBthish Empire. Therefore, for
God's sake massacre, for the love of your country massecrevenge of your dead
brethre4n massacre, in the name of crying humanity rogsstor the salvation of the
world."

But often where the expression is far more moderatome, the attitude is
equally unmistakable. In an address on the Caliphate givem Mgslem at Karachi,
India, we read:

"Moslem hearts, | know, are lacerated to-day. Many od, yb know, feel
depressed. In my heart is sorrow, yet a mighty hopepe tioe day is coming when India
will be free and Islam will be free. The reason foy hope? The great awakening of
Asia. The spirit of awakening Asia is working through éhgreat men: Kemal Pasha,
Zaglul Pasha and Mahatma Gandhi. This is the tragedyeof t

* Quoted in théMlanchester Guardian
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British Empire; it has knocked its head against theseethprophets of Asian
emancipation. A beautiful saying of Mohammed is: ‘Handls honoured before God
who, having his enemy in his power, forgives him!" God graenhgth that in the day of
Islam's freedom and Asian emancipation, the Orient thaak not of revenge but of
forgiveness and may say to Europe, ‘Thou hast sinned agamsind the spirit of
humanity, thou hast been ruthless and proud and greedy, ivVefatitgee in freedom's
strength."”

To all these difficulties, in themselves sufficienblgffling, we must add the Turk,
who, once representing the Caliphate, still, afteviggent abolition, incarnates to a large
degree the objection of Moslems everywhere to Westerrioogiship. For six centuries
he has played this role in the Near East, and has cadpBlieat Britain, sometimes
unwillingly, to choose sides with Islam against Christminorities in the struggle of the
nations. Viscount Bryce once said:

"Why the Turkish Government, which in 1915 massacred a milbbnts
Christian subjects, women and children as well as ieash,treated the British prisoners
whom it captured in Mesopotamia with an inhumanity tlaatsed the death of more than
half of the private soldiers; why, after these crinteat Government should have been
treated by the Allies with such extraordinary lenity,dashould now have fresh
indulgence offered to it by proposed modifications in theafref Sevres—these are
mysteries, the explanation of which is probably knowvsdme of you as it is to me. But
the secret is one which, as Herodotus says of son®sé tales which he heard from the
priests in Egypt, it would be improper for me to disclose.

When we turn from difficulties to duties which are
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mutual and cannot be escaped, we face facts, not thebDneselationship of those who
govern to those who are governed implies mutual oligatunder any theory of
government, most of all under the democratic forms; umeshen they are individual as
well as corporate. The Moslems of India, of the Federaalay States, of Egypt,
Palestine, the Sudan, and Nigeria owe a debt of gratituGedat Britain which it would
be difficult to exaggerate, and which the impartial histowill record indelibly in spite
of prejudice or denials on the part of those who are unadqdawith the facts. On
economic lines these countries have been wonderfully oleeel Land values have
enormously increased, highways and rail-ways built, cernenand trade encouraged by
the policy of the open door, and impatrtial justice adstened.

Arabia is an outstanding example of the benefitsheoworld at large of a Pax
Britannica. British ships a century since, and afterw&mlssh gun-boats, explored the
coasts of Arabia from Aden to Maskat, and from Maskkthel way to Busrah. The
hydrographic charts used to-day by all the powers were prepatkdse early days by
Captain Constable and others, and you will find on theeroof all the charts of the
Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, iiness of that early exploration
which mapped out the highways of the Near East. Gre&tiBalso has won her right to
the coasts of Arabia by the suppression of piracy.h&lldast coast of Arabia, especially
the southeast coast of Oman, once consisted of piests until the British navy taught
the Arabs to observe the laws of the civilized woflde treaties made beween the Indian
Government and the peoples on the south coast andstheoaat of
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Arabia were the beginning of economic progress and thariag of real civilization for
all that part of the world. That history has not yeet told. A Frenchman has recently
written a book on the Persian Gulf in which he paysgh ltiribute to the civilizing
influence of the British navy in those early days whioHowed the history of the
Portuguese East India Company and the Dutch East India @a@spa

Yet Britain never annexed a port in all those years;sgely patrolled the seas;
not a single place was marked British on the map.fif$teplace in all Arabia to become
British was Aden, which was annexed to the empire in 18@7ye¢ar of Queen Victoria's
accession to the throne. So, for over a hundredsyéass Persian Gulf has had a share in
the British Empire by exploration, by the costly prgpan of hydrographic charts, by
the suppression of piracy and the slave trade; and since th@3&den protectorate has
been one of the great foci of that vast ellipse wldokiers British trade and British
enterprise in the Near East. The British have, sitee occupation of Busrah and
Baghdad, made Mesopotamia an Arabian kingdom; Oman is a pratectunder the
Sultan at Maskat. The tribes of Hadramaut and the talmeyy the Oman littoral are all
closely bound to the British by treaty. Aden is a Bhtprotectorate. So, for all practical
purposes, except for the Akhwan indigenous movement, letbiySauod, which is
religious in character, the coastal areas of Arabi& loaly one dominant power, and that
is Great Britain. For better or for worse, thesdliom square miles of territory from
Baghdad all the way to Aden at present have no foreignirddion except it be the
power and influence
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of the British Empire. If the Arabs need a friendlly, could they find any better?

When we come to Egypt the story is too well known tedneepetition. The first
actual political power exercised by Britain in Egypt wafger the bombardment of
Alexandria and the occupation in 1882, although long befoteGheat Britain claimed
her share in the Suez Canal, which can best be desigasitdte jugular vein of the
British Empire. It unites the two extremes of empireréff Australia, India, Singapore,
and the Straits Settlements, all this vast populatiotydintg also the city of Hong Kong,
through one narrow gateway, with the British Isles @nelat Britain across the seas. That
narrow gateway, the Suez Canal, is undoubtedly the m@gegic place of the whole
British Empire. To be wounded there is to suffer a de&itv. To lose that is to lose
everything as far as the connection and bond of empirs; gmel so to the outsider it
seems logical that the occupation of 1882 should have lgeagpnotectorate during the
war. Later came the Declaration of Independence for Bgiptreservations.

The policy of Great Britain has been, not that adhand fast authority, but of
tactful accommodation and readjustment of politicatrehships. Sir Frederic Lugard, a
great authority on Nigeria, did not exaggerate whenomrasted the old Roman Empire
with the British Empire in these words:

"The Roman Empire—the greatest that the world has knostore our own—
was the outcome of a thirst for military glory, sines, Gibbon says, ‘Mankind bestows
more liberal applause upon their destroyers than on Ilegiefactors.' Its characteristics
were centralization and
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military organization. The characteristic of the Bht Commonwealth is the exact
reverse. Its keynote is de-centralization and peadefuélopment—moral and material.
To our race it has been given to build up an Empire omalses of freedom and to lead
the way in representative and democratic institutidris.dow slowly but surely evolving
a new form of empire—a Commonwealth of Nations, atéd by the same ideas of
liberty, recognizing the same fundamental principlelawfand justice."

Economic development and common justice, howevernhatghe sole nor the
highest benefits of a Christian civilization. It indes intellectual and spiritual rights and
achievements. One of the Mohammedan papers in Cairmjzanfy the British educa-
tional policy, put it in a sentence: "Quoting from therds of your Saviour, ‘Man shall
not live by bread alone'—man shall not live by irrigatadone, but by education.” If the
educational policy of Great Britain in the Nile Vallegd been adequate, would it be pos-
sible for illiteracy among women and girls to be siier ninety-nine per cent., and that
of the male population over ninety per cent.? Sometimesfear that the type of
education given was sadly inopportune and not fitted toldatel principles of
democracy, of self-help, and self-determination. Educapicmduced annually a large
crop of government clerks and men who desired governmentiopgsiwhereas the
country, being agricultural and in need of engineers fagaition and of those skilled in
the scientific rotation of crops, should have had a tfpeducation such as, for example,
that in the Tuskegee Institute or the Hampton Institiitee Southern States, U. S. A.—
an education which dignifies labour, which produces men teithnical knowledge for
the everyday walks of life, and
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not merely men who are ambitious and eager to havetanptlie government of the
country.

Among other obligations on the part of Moslems to Britisle, or of the British
toward their Moslem subjects, we may enumerate thecese of authority, of discipline,
of swift justice for those who, still unfit for sedlevernment, attempt a Bolshevist
program to rectify imaginary wrongs, loyalty to theatieof government and to those
who execute its demands, freedom of speech and of the fresdom of conscience for
all men, whatever their religion, and the abolishifigh® mediseval laws of apostasy
which restrict the right of person and property on thé giga convert to Christianity.

Why should there be a compromise of the fundamentatiptes of Christian
ethics or British common law for the sake of Moslenejudices? It is difficult to
appreciate the necessity of such statutes as, forpdeathe old regulations, now almost
a dead letter, recorded in chapter 19, section 1, of thver@ment Regulations for the
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan: "No mission station is allowedoeoformed north of the tenth
parallel of latitude in any part or district of the Sudan clhis recognized by the
Government as Moslem." What justification can thezefdy the continuance of, such a
state, if the Sudan is a part of the British Empire? SNcer method for the complete
Islamization of the Sudan and its pagan tribes couldobadf than that pursued in the
educational policy of the Anglo-Egyptian Government oetli in their code for primary
schools’ On pages 22 and 23 we find a list of the textbooks and cofmsgsimary
schools. Islam

® Soudan Printing Press, Khartoum, 1914.
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is made the state religion, and where formerly thewhedge of its precepts was
superficial, the rising generation is carefully trainérathe fashion of the old Islamic
schools in Egypt. The logical outcome of such a policyeducation and in the
delimitation of missionary freedom, is the giving ofmgsafor mosques. Concerning this,
a correspondent ifhe Near Eastvrote, "The solemn assurance at the time of the Britis
Occupation—There will be no interference whateverouaryeligion'—has not only been
faithfully kept, but the administration has, upon numerouasasions, taken pains to
manifest its deep sympathy with the Moslem population, amsh¢ourage their religious
observances. Thus we find that the provision of mosquesighout the country has
received much practical assistance in the form of domaf money and the granting of
building sites.” Already over six hundred mosques exighenSudan, and the number is
being continually increased. On the Upper Nile, the B&Bkazal and Mongalla, there
were no mosques in existence before 1906.

Commenting on this policy, one who has spent many \ieatke Sudan as a
missionary, says:

"The only real props of Islam left are the Christiarwpos who, for political
purposes, are keeping from decent burial what might stdtt a considerable portion of
humanity, and keep salvation—that is soul-health—frormhieg the soul-sick millions
of our fellow-men, for whom Christ died."”

Another missionary, writing from Nigeria, asked this qioest

"Why are the Mohammedans of Northern Nigeria to be
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singled out of all King George's subjects and prevented #oem hearing about the
Christian religion that has done so much for othertheif race? Even on purely political
grounds one cannot but have grave doubts of the wisdonu®h#iping to consolidate
and extend the Mohammedan power in this recently condpeotectorate, when it is an
open secret that many of the Mohammedan ruling clasddwsz only too glad to be rid
of the British altogether.”

Many British officials, it is true, are the slavesoircumstances and the victims of
a policy that is not of their own choosing—a policy, meht add more-over, which in
many cases has been modified since the war. For exampst more could missions
desire than the provision made for religious liberty iticde 12 of the new Anglo-lraq
Treaty, "No measure shall be taken in Iraq to obstrucintrfere with missionary
enterprise or to discriminate against any missionargherground of his religious belief
or nationality, provided that such enterprise is not prejldto public order and good
government."”

It was signally proved during the war that the missie@sain Arabia were an asset
in maintaining public order, good government, and mutual uratetisty. Colonel
Harold F. Jacobs refers to it once and again in his binigs of Arabia® Missionary
societies throughout the Moslem world ask for no governrfemMours, but they protest
against government discrimination. Their prayer is ordy the Word of God may have
free course and be glorified. The missionaries, tooc@nscious of being ambassadors of
an empire still wider in its outreach,—one founded

® Pp. 95 and 260. Sir Percy Cox has given the same testiragagding the missionaries at work
in East Arabia and Mesopotamia.
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centuries before either the British Empire or the Eenpf Islam. This empire of Christ
has no frontiers and is to have no end. All mandateshiavcolossal responsibility, but
no mandate is so absolute and imperial as that givenigatOTlhe history of Christian
missions proves God's overruling Providence. The hand of destioates the goal in
the pathway of duty.

It would be a tragedy for all the Near East, for Westl &ast Africa, the
Federated Malay States and Arabia, if Britain shirked hey d@nt¢l withdrew her hand.
Life is not a mere game of chance—

"a chequer-board of nights and days
Where destiny with men for pieces plays.”

The shadow of the Cross rests on all history, whig¢tissstory who hung on it. The "one
far-off divine event to which the whole creation mdvisssymbolized also on the Union
Jack—the cross of Saint George, the cross of SainiclRaand the cross of Saint
Andrew. Do they not represent the victory of Calvary aine call to evangelize the
world? Saint Andrew found his brother; Saint Patrick phhed to the pagans; and Saint
George was worthy of sainthood only because of his defaroelpless womanhood and
childhood. We read on the coin of the British realfigél Defensc—Defender of the
Faith. Whose faith? "Do the rulers know indeed thatishike very Christ?"
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COULD MOHAMMED READ AND WRITE?

WHETHER Mohammed could read or write has for censulbieen a controverted
guestion. To-day most Moslems deny it; some, howevemnait, but we are especially
interested in the denial, because it is generally usddrtiby their argument for the
miraculous character of the Koran.

In investigating this question anew, we are not unmindfai tur sources, viz.,
Mohammedan traditions, are no longer considered som@tative as they once were. As
Hurgronje says, this illusion has been disturbed by Prireta@ and Father Lammens.

"According to them, even the data which had been prettgrgdly regarded as
objective, rest chiefly upon tendentious fiction. The egations that worked at the
biography of the prophet were too far removed from his tortfeave true data or notions;
and, moreover, it was not their aim to know the aasit was, but to construct a picture
of it as it ought to have been, according to their opition

But while we may know less by the standards of trustwottadition, we know
more of the conditions in Arabia and the life at Medtenks to the investigations of
Wellhausen, Wustenfeld, Cheikho, Lammens, Huart and others

I

The art of reading and writing was fairly common

51


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

52 ACROSS THE WORLD Gt AM

at Mecca at the time of Mohammed's birth. Accordingater Moslem tradition, the
science of writing was not known in Mecca until introedidoy Harb, the father of Abu
Sufian, the great opponent of Mohammed, about A. D. 560tHBats evidently an error,
for close intercourse existed long before this betwkmtca and Yemen, through
caravan trade, and in Yemen writing was well known famtgries. In another tradition
Abd al Muttalib is said to have written to Medina fofgha his younger days, e., about
A. D. 520. Both Jews and Christians also dwelt in theniycof Mecca for two hundred
years before the Hegira, and used some form of writing.

"It is evident that writing of some sort," says Muiwas known and practised at
Mecca long before A. D. 560. At all events, the frequeatices of written papers leave
no room to doubt that Arabic writing was well knowndamt uncommonly practised
there in Mahomet's early days. | cannot think with Wiiat any great want of writing
materials could have been felt, even by the poorer Maslanthe early days of Islam.
Reeds and palm-leaves would never be wanting."

He quotes an account from Katib al Wagqidi, showing tatca was far in
advance of Medina in the art of writing, so that aftex battle of Bedr many of the
Meccan prisoners were compelled to teach the art bihgito the children of Medina.
Each captive was assigned ten boys, and their tuitid/gn completed, was to be
accepted as a full ransam.

Hartmann also, in a long noteshows that writing was very common in Yemen
and North Arabia, and

L Cf. Muir, Vol. I, p. viii and Vol. lll, p. 123.
2 Der Islamische Orientvol. Il, p. 425.
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that there was close intercourse between Mecca ahdlmege provinces, as well as with
Persia. He says, "There is no doubt that writing onhpaenit was an ordinary custom for
poets, merchants, etc.”

There are many traditions which show that writing wasuncommon in Mecca
about Mohammed's time, and the traditions which asgibgidice on his part against
writing appear to have no good foundation. We find mentioAlaf 'l-Abbas, the uncle
of Mohammed, having left behind him a camel-load of manuscrigli copied out
certain precepts of the prophet, and in order to have tastantly at hand, tied the roll
round the handle of his sword. Jaber and Yaser, twodsmeakers in Mecca, are
mentioned by the commentators as being in the habitadirrg theTauratand thelnijil
when Mohammed passed them, and he listened to theinge&h the first page of Al-
Bukhari's collection of traditions, we read that Waraqa NMawfal, Khadijah's cousin,
read the Gospel and copied it in Hebrew character.r©fag Arabic and Hebretv.

The cursive Arabic script was in use as early as the timMutalammis and
Tarafa, the second half of the sixth century, A Fhe rise of Islam no doubt helped to
spread a knowledge of writing, but did not originate ituisoCheikho, in hisArabic
Studies on Christian Literature in Arabia Before Is|atievotes a chapter to prove that
the art of writing itself was introduced by Christidrath in South and North Arabia long
before the Hegira.

The two kinds of characters used, namely, the Nabdititlae Nashki, and which
exist to-day in

3 Cf. Al Asgalani'sFath-ul-Bari (Commentary; Vol. I, p. 19.
* Encyclopaedia of Islanvol. I, p. 383.
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rock inscriptions, as well as in documents, owe thegimto Christians. Berger writes:
"L’ecriture Arabe existait avant Mahomet, elle a ete chretiennantavd’etre
musulmané® And Wellhausen affirms the samedi& Christen haben das Arabischen
wol zuerst als schriftsprache gebraucht. Namentlich die | baedieHvw@nund Anbar
scheinen sich in dieser Beziehung Verdienste erworben zu tfaben.

We also read in the Aghdnthe tradition above quoted that Waraga bin Naufal
wrote portions of the Gospel record in Hebrew lett€tseikho goes on to show that a
great number of Koran words, especially the names tndudes of God, the terms used
in regard to the rewards and punishment of the futurealifd,the religious vocabulary in
general (which are usually attributed to Mohammed's genlug)ceur in pre-Islamic
Christian poetry.

Moslem tradition is in this respect unreliable. We aid, ttor example, that at
Mecca at the time of the prophet only seventeen mee alde to write! Their names are
preserved for us by al-Baladhuri (see last chapter Aiton of the text, Cairo, 1901).
This statement seems very improbable, not to say, inip@s$he Fath-ul-Bari mentions
the names of the amanuenses of the préiret says they numbered no less than forty-
two.*® While this may be an exaggeration, it certainly seenmsove that the art of

® Histoire de I'Ecriture Chretienne en Arabie avant I'lslam 287.

® Reste Arabischen Heidenturps232.

73:14.

8 See his bool.e Christianisme et la Literature Chretienne en Arabie avaslatn, Vol. Il, pp.
158-195.

°voal. IX, p. 19.

10 Casanovan Mohammed et la Fin du Mondpp. 96-97, gives their names from five different
authorities.
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reading and writing was not uncommon. Letters werdewriby the order of Mohammed
to foreign rulers, and we even hear of a correspordiesiet up in Hebrew with the Jews.
(See Abu Daoud under the headiegports from the Ahl-al-kitap

Among the wives of the prophet we are sure that at fegessha and Hafasa could
read and write. The frequent mention of "writing" and "dwok" in the Koran (240
times) is striking in this connection, especially if $peaker of the words was himself
wholly unacquainted with either writing or reading, and dot have an abundance of
material. The Meccans, in fact, like the Egyptiansh@irtfondness for writing, used all
possible materials. Our information is fairly extensine & derived from an account of
the missionary epistles sent out by the prophet arttieotollection of the Koran. The
chief materials were leather, palm-leaf, the broadilsles-blades of the camel (these are
still used in Oman, Arabia, in the day schools), potshdtaswhite stones, wooden
tablets, parchment and papyrdsMoritz says, "It may be regarded as certain that in a
commercial town like Petra, the art of writing wascommon use at the beginning of the
third century.*?

In view of the facts given above and the statementMiodiammed himself had so
many secretaries, there were doubtless more than seweptrsons in the religiou