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INTRODUCTION

THIS book with its sad, reiterated story of wrong and oggo@ is an indictment
and an appeal. It is an indictment of the system whiodywes results so pitiful. It is an
appeal to Christian womanhood to right these wrongs atighéen this darkness by
sacrifice and service. At the recent Mohammedan Eduredt@onference in Bombay the
president of the gathering, the Agha Khan, himself aingad/loslem, spoke very
trenchantly of the chief barriers to progress in the Idasvorld. The first and greatest of
these barriers in his opinion was "the seclusion of emmvhich results in keeping half
the community in ignorance and degradation and this hitdergrogress of the whole."
Surely the ignorance and degradation of one-half of mnuanity which has a world
population of 233 millions is a question that concerns hd Wove humanity.

The origin of the veil of Islam was, as is well kngvame of the marriage affairs
of Mohammed himself, with its appropriate revelatiomrdllah. In the twenty-fourth
Surah of the Koran women are forbidden to appear unvedémtdbany member of the
other sex, with the exception of near relatives.
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6 INTRODUCTION

And so by one verse the bright, refining, elevating infleen€ women was forever
withdrawn from Moslem society. The evils of the zenaha seraglio, the harem, or by
whatever name it is called, are writ large over all $beial life of the Moslem world.
Keene says it "lies at the root of all the most imparteatures that differentiate progress
from stagnation.”

In Arabia before the advent of Islam it was customarybury female infants
alive. Mohammed improved on the barbaric method and dised\emway by whiclall
females could be buried alive and yet live on—namelyvéie How they live on, this
book tells! Its chapters are not cunningly devised fablesstaries told for the story's
sake. Men and women who have given of their strengthsarvice, their love and their
life to ameliorate the lives of Moslem women and gdhe torch of Truth into these
lands of darkness write simply the truth in a stragfwbrd way. All the chapters were
written by missionaries in the various lands represenfAnd with three exceptions the
writers were women. The chapter on Turkestan is by a ceatv®oslem; and the two
chapters on the Yemen and the Central Soudan are bgaheussionaries. The book
has as many authors as there are chapters. For ob@assns their names are not
published, but their testimony is unimpeachable and unaninéeisead what their eyes
have seen, what their hands have handled, and what
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has stirred their hearts. It has stirred the hedrtslocated Moslems too, in Egypt as well
as in India. A new book on this very subject was rdgegublished at Cairo by Kasim
Ameen, a learned Moslem jurist. Although he denies thamlss the cause, yet speaking
of the present relation of the Mohammedan woman to tima author says:

"Man is the absolute master and woman the slave.sSihe iobject of his sensual
pleasures, a toy, as it were, with which he plays,netier and however he pleases.
Knowledge is his, ignorance is hers. The firmamentthedight are his, darkness and the
dungeon are hers. His is to command, hers is to blingdy.oHis is everything that is,
and she is an insignificant part of that everything.

"Ask those that are married if they are loved by thaues, and they will answer
in the affirmative. The truth, however, is the reeenshave personally investigated the
conditions of a number of families that are supposdzkttiving in harmony, peace, and
love, and | have not found one husband who truly doties wife, or one wife who
evinced a sincere affection for her husband. This outwppkaaance of peace and
harmony—this thin veneering—only means one of three thingmely, either the
husband is made callous and nonchalant by incessant atrifehas finally determined to
let things take their course; or the wife allows hérnsebe utilized as an ordinary chattel,
without uttering a
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protest; or both parties are ignorant and do not apprebmteue value of life. In this last
case, the parties are nearer to a sort of happinessntiiae former two, although their
happiness is negative in quantity and evanescent in nature." The writers of the
following chapters believe that the only remedy fossthsocial evils is the Gospel. That
is why they write.

The occasion that led to the preparation and collectidhis series of papers was
the Cairo Conference. One of the most interestingices of that first general
Conference on behalf of the Mohammedan world, heldaab@\pril 4-9, 1906, was that
on Woman's Work for Women. But the time was far toatshor had there been prepara-
tion for a full and free presentation and discussionhef condition and needs of our
Moslem sisters. Those that loved them felt this artdtlye women present seized the
opportunity and unitedly sent forth the following appeahdorsed by the whole
Conference:

"Women’s Appeal.

"We, the women missionaries, assembled at the Cairde€@@mce, would send
this appeal on behalf of the women of Moslem lands taha&lwomen's missionary
boards and committees of Great Britain, America, @anaFrance, Germany,
Switzerland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Holland, Australml New Zealand.
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"While we have heard with deep thankfulness of many sifji@od's blessing on
the efforts already put forth, yet we have been appatethe reports which have been
sent in to the Conference from all parts of the Mosivorld, showing us only too plainly
that as yet but a fringe of this great work has beaahted.

"The same story has come from India, Persia, AraBifrica, and other
Mohammedan lands, making evident that the condition om&n under Islam is
everywhere the same—and that there is no hope dfteéiity remedying the spiritual,
moral, and physical ills which they suffer, except tketdahem the message of the
Saviour, and that there is no chance of their heatintgss we give ourselves to the
work. No one else will do ifThis lays a heavy responsibility on all Christian women

"The number of Moslemvomenis so vast—not less than one hundred million—
that any adequate effort to meet the need must be caleafac wider than has ever yet
been attempted.

"We do not suggest new organizations, but that every chundhbaard of
missions at present working in Moslem lands should tgkéheir own women's branch
of work with an altogether new ideal before them, det@ng to reach the whole world
of Moslem women in this generation. Each part of thenexds work being already
carried on needs to be widely extended. Trained and cotesstevamen doctors; trained
and consecrated
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women teachers; groups of women workers in the villagesrmy of those with love in

their hearts to seek and save the lost. And, with tHmgness to take up this burden, so
long neglected, for the salvation of Mohammedan woregan though it may prove a

very cross of Calvary to some of us, we shall hear Master's voice afresh ringing

words of encouragement: ‘Have faith in God. For verigay unto you, that whosoever
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be #msiunto the sea, and shall not
doubt in his heart, but shall believe that these thingslwHe saith shall come to pass,
he shall have whatsoever he saith.' ‘Nothing shaiip®ssible unto you.™

That this wonderful appeal might reach a wider circld #drat its skeleton form
might be clothed with the flesh and blood of real lilgpe&riences and so be not a
resolution but a revelation, this book was writtdhay God give its message wings
through His Spirit
S. M. ZWEMER.
HOLLAND, MICH.,
February, 1907.
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"All that took them captives hold them fast, they refusdet them go. Their
Redeemer is strong, the Lord of Hosts is His name;skdl thoroughly plead their

cause."—JEREMIAH 1. 33, 34.

"Deliver them that are carried away unto death, andettibat are tottering to the
slaughter see that thou hold back. If thou sayest, Behe knew not this, doth not He
that weigheth the hearts consider it and He that kbepgtsoul, doth not He know it?
and shall not He render to every man according to biks?"—PROVERBS xxiv. 11,

12. (R. V.)

"Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all suchrede#t desolate. Open
thy mouth, judge righteously, and minister judgment to pao®r and needy."—
PROVERBS xxxi. 8, 9. (R. V.)
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OUR MOSLEM SISTERS
|
HAGAR AND HER SISTERS

"WE must concentrate attention upon the mothers, faatwhe mothers are, the
children will be." These words, spoken recently by a Britsséatesman, are but the
thoughts of many who have tried to save the children. Arlddking at the millions of
Moslems in the world to-day, and wondering why they aréagtithey were a thousand
years ago, rather drifting backward than advancing, we tutineir women and find the
cause. Mohammedan law, custom, and the example offtheider place woman on a
level with beasts of burden and no nation rises atiwavéevel of its women.

The Lord Jesus is the only prophet come to this world dsraised women to
what God meant them to be. It is only He who can saveMoslem sisters. When Hagar
returns to Christ Ishmael shall live.

The story of Hagar, the mother of the Arabs, tellsfues ypoung girl sacrificed for
the scheme and

15
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then the jealousy of an older woman who should haved and pitied her. And it seems
to some of us that it needs the widespread love andopitiie women of our day in
Christian lands to seek and save the suffering sinful needyen of Islam.

You cannot know how great the need unless you are toldywll never go and
find them until you hear their cry. And they will nevawy for themselves, for they are
down under the yoke of centuries of oppression, and tregrtdr have no hope or
knowledge of anything better.

And so to-day, we want to make our voices hear for A& want to tell you,
our sisters at home, in words so plain that you camemagain say: "Behold, we knew it
not."

"In the mouth of two witnesses shall every word baldished,” was the law of
Moses. In this book you have the evidence of more tlsoi@e of withesses and they all
speak the same things. Each one tells only that whickkrstws. No incident is given
without personal knowledge, and most of the writers hhgeexperience of ten, fifteen,
or twenty years in the midst of the people of whoayittell.

Although we claim no literary merit, we have thrillirgjory and plead for a
hearing.

Read for yourselves what is going on in the lives of a fachdrillion women in
the world to-day and take this burden on your hearts befode G
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A long tress of dark hair, a white veil, a bit of flowand a shining necklace.
They are there above the bier of a young bride carristl qua window to her grave.
There was another one yesterday, and there will re memorrow. Hundreds of child-
wives and sixty-two per cent. they tell us of all tabies born here, in Egypt, are taken
to an early grave. We cannot know these things and noumah you, our sisters, to
come and try to save them. They are passing away indd&ss procession, without ever
having heard of Jesus, without ever knowing that He diedhem, that an eternity of
gladness and love may be theirs.

Although the voices in this book sound from many landspEgiunis, Algiers,
Morocco, Hausa Land, East Africa, Arabia, PalestingjaS Turkey, Bulgaria, Persia,
India, one story is told and one cry heard everywhedneré has been no communication
between the writers, but there is absolute identigvadfence because all the Moslems of
these lands are under Mohammedan law.

The world-wide suffering of Moslem women makes us readh wionder such
words as were recently spoken by the secretary of tmeldRamic Society: "The
Renaissance of Islam means the renaissance of huh&utgs the speaker think we are
all blind, and deaf, and ignorant? These pages may estidgtin. We read further Mus-
tapha Pasha Kamel's own words and tell him that
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in these he speaks the truth. They were spoken tavnigedlow-Moslems.

Mustapha Pasha Kamel said in the course of his sped&it¢o-religionists:

"Conquer with the force of knowledge and history theorggr fortresses of
prejudice and bigotry, and open wide the gates of your heathdoreception of Truth
and Light. For a conquered people there is no curerbétan a passionate devotion to
Truth. Be ye, therefore, messengers of Light andhlrtite missionaries of brilliant and
triumphant Truth, the army of physicians prescribing khieer pills of Truth. Tell the
effete and feeble rulers and princes, ‘Awake from youp ddember. Recover soon from
your drunkenness caused by the possession of absolute gutti@riboast of heraldry,
and the braveries of pomp and pageantry. Awake ye, bdfergepth of degradation into
which your subjects have fallen sound the death-knelloaf yule and shake the very
foundations of your throne. Awake before the day okedayou when repentance and
regrets will be of no avail.' Tell the rich who wastemuch of their wealth in the pursuit
of ignoble pleasures, and who do not spare a farthingriobke cause, ‘Awake before it
is too late. Do not forget in the midnight of your intmation that a bitter day of
reckoning awaits you. Awake, arise, or be for everraléour fates are bound up with
those of your people and your glory depends upon their pitsper
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they rise, you rise. If they fall, you fall with time Wealth is a poison if it becomes an
instrument of evil; a life-giving antidote when devotedataoble purpose. Regard it
therefore as a divine gift and a sacred trust.' Telptaple who live the life of animals
and are led like dumb cattle: ‘Awake, and realize the sigaificance of life. Fill the
earth and adorn it with the result of your labors.hi®&enen, you alone can make them
understand the full meaning of life. O physicians! the pati® in a critical state, and
delay spells death.” . . ..

If the thinking men of the Mohammedan world really beliexet is here said to
them by their own champion, we ask them will they seek unto God for a remedy?
And it may be He will turn their thoughts to their oWwomes, and let them sedat is,
why it is, and to think what might be

The homes of the sons of Ishmael might be happy andduriibe abode of
gladness and family love, but they are the opposithief Few Mohammedans know that
such a home is possible. They only know a place fugabusy, of quarrelling and evil
talk. What wonder that they have the proverb: "Thesto&l of the house weeps for
forty days when a girl is born."

Unwelcome at birth, unloved in her life-time, without hapéner death; and she
might be the joy of your heart, the life of your hqgraed the hope of your old age. Will
you not ask yourselves, our
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brothers, can these things be? "Have we wandered idattefor centuries, misled by
blind leaders of the blind, and missing the good things offeredbyushe God of
Ishmael?" It was through Hagar his mother that Ishmaedili

"She sat over against him, and lift up her voice and wept. And God heard the
voice of the lad, and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said ynto he
What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not, for God hath heard the voice of the lag Wwhas.
Arise, lift up the lad and hold him in thine hand; for | will make higreat nation. And
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went anthélleoktles
with water, and gave the lad drink. And God was with the lad, and he grewweitdrd
the wilderness.”

To-day we cry to our rather in Heaven to let us be thesergers of comfort to
Hagar—and we will ask Him to open her eyes that she sea the Well of the Water of
Life, and that she may hold it to the lips of her sand daughters in the Moslem world.
The following touching incident and poem by one who has &btmng among Moslem
women in Persia may well be our opening prayer ere weheary of need from distant
lands in these chapters:—

"It was the Communion Day in Our Church, and the servioegaded as usual.

My thoughts were all of my own unworthiness and Christ/e to me, until Mr. E. asked
the question nobody ever
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notices, "Has any one been omitted in the distributibthe bread?' And it seemed to me
| could see millions on millions of women rising silgnith India, Africa, Siam, Persia, in
all the countries where they need the Lord, but know Hat to testify that they had
been omitted in the distribution of the bread and cup they can take it from no hands
but ours, and we do not pass it on. Can Jesus make heasereet and calm that we can
forgive ourselves this great neglect of the milliongnty now, for whom the body was
broken and the blood shed, just as much as for us?"

The feast was spread, the solemn words were spoken;
Humbly my soul drew near to meet her Lord,

To plead His sacrificial body broken,
His blood for me outpoured.

Confessing all my manifold transgression,
Weeping, to cast myself before His throne,

Praying His Spirit to take full possession,
And seal me all His own.

On Him | laid each burden | was bearing,
The anxious mind, of strength so oft beretft,
The future dim, the children of my caring,
All on His heart | left.

"How could I live, my Lord," | cried, "without Thee!
How for a single day this pathway trace,

And feel no loving arm thrown round about me,
No all-sustaining grace?
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"Oh show me how to thank Thee, praise Thee, love Thee,
For these rich gifts bestowed on sinful me,

The rainbow hope that spans the sky above me,
The promised rest with Thee."

As if indeed He spoke the answer, fitted

Into my prayer, the pastor's voice came up:
"Let any rise if they have been omitted

When passed the bread and cup.”

Sudden, before my inward, open vision,
Millions of faces crowded up to view,
Sad eyes that said, "For us is no provision;

Give us your Saviour, too!"

Sorrowful women's faces, hungry, yearning,
Wild with despair, or dark with sin and dread,

Worn with long weeping for the unreturning,
Hopeless, uncomforted.

"Give us," they cry; "your cup of consolation
Never to our outstretching hands is passed,
We long for the Desire of every nation,
And oh, we die so fast!

"Does He not love us, too, this gracious Master?
'Tis from your hand alone we can receive

The bounty of His grace; oh, send it faster,
That we may take and live!"

"Master," | said, as from a dream awaking,
"Is this the service Thou dost show to me?
Dost Thou to me entrust Thy bread for breaking
To those who cry for Thee?

"Dear Heart of Love, canst Thou forgive the blindness
That let Thy child sit selfish and at ease

By the full table of Thy loving kindness,
And take no thought for these?
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"As Thou hast loved me, let me love; returning
To these dark souls the grace Thou givest me;
And oh, to me impart Thy deathless yearning
To draw the lost to Thee!

"Nor let me cease to spread Thy glad salvation,
Till Thou shalt call me to partake above,

Where the redeemed of every tribe and nation
Sit at Thy feast of love!"

Will those who read these chapters unite with us, as ake this prayer our own,
and place our lives at His disposal for the salvatiath@™Mohammedan World?
ANNIE VAN SOMMER,
Alexandria, Egypt.
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Il
EGYPT, THE LAND OF BONDAGE

EGYPT was the home of the earliest civilizationhe tvorld, which archaeology
traces back beyond 3000 years B. C. The home of a rdted dboth in the fine and
mechanical arts; loving nature, honoring women, and deepdyessed with the seri-
ousness of life on both sides the grave. The vallefzeofile, which is the true Egypt, is
unlike any other part of the world. It has neither Alpgrandeur, nor pastoral softness,
nor variety of plain and upland, meadow and forestoltsHills have neither heather nor
pine upon them. Egypt is the land of light, of glowinghshune, of moonlight and
starlight so brilliant that night is but a softer d&yom the time that Israel's ancestors
went down thither it has drawn men of every clime \aigheculiar fascination.

As we write we have before us a glimpse of the mgjdste, stretching through
one thousand miles of desert till it flows into thedWlerranean Sea. "Wherever the river
cometh, there is life." Everywhere along its banksdigert has become fertile, and there
are countless towns and villages.

24
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The productive capacity of the land had always depended uporarinual
overflow of the Nile, but every summer during the seasf high Nile billions and
billions of cubic feet of water would roll away a riegind wanton waste into the sea,
simply because there were not enough channels to tawuyinto the thirsty sands of the
desert. Energetic men conceived the idea of bringing thaseewvaters into control, to
carry them out through the surrounding countries, bringireg difid prosperity where
there was dearth and desolation. For this purpose sevesd!|dpms were built; one at
Cairo, one at Assiut and one at Assouan, making itiples® store up much of the water
which had formerly gone to waste, and canals were dugity tte life-giving water out
to the desert where thousands of acres of land haveréeammed.

The large cities of Egypt are densely populated. A townwehty-five thousand
people is considered a mere village. It might be wondereat wWie people do for a
livelihood, but they all seem to do some-thing. Thereadireorts of tradesmen and artifi-
cers. It is next to impossible to enumerate themethéne:—

Richman, poorman, beggarman, thief;
Doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief;
Butcher, baker,

Candle-stick maker,

Soldier, sailor,

Tinker, tailor, etc., etc.
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There are few signs of extreme want, but disease afiodnuisy meet one everywhere,
and blindness is perhaps the most pitiful.

Egypt is largely an agricultural country, and naturally thrgest percentage of
her inhabitants are tillers of the soil. A little mdten half belong to the peasant class
and are known as "fella-been." They are industrious #fear own fashion, conservative
to the point of bigotry, yet good-humored and peaceablep&hsant class are the hope
of Egypt. They look back to a past full of crushing tyranmglitical and religious, but
under the improved political condition of the country Bgyptian peasant is beginning
to widen his horizon and to aim for education and civikzat Poor they certainly are,
but what of that when they have enough to eat suchiasand can spend their whole
lives in sunshine and fresh air? Warm enough with the Bgltething, well sheltered by
the rudest cabin, no hard winters to provide against, andaldccbuy.

Such is the physical condition of Egypt and the Egypt&hat of the moral and
spiritual?

Nine-tenths of the people are Mohammedans, thus Molealan ideas rule the
thought and manner of life.

Because Mohammedans worship one God, many people saythdratalone,
their religion is good enough for them, it is even bedteted to them than Christianity."
It is true that Mohammedan-
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ism was a revolt against the idolatry and corruptiornefdarly Christian churches, but is
that revolt, even though an honest effort to find a ptmen of worship, any excuse for
not holding out to them the true way of salvation? Isthat revolt rather a trumpet call
to Christianity, awakening her to her great responsibibtyard the unbelief of Islam,

whose apostasy was caused by the unfaithfulness of dh€holstian churches of the
East?

No one who has drunk deeply at the fountain of evangeliagh can defend
Islam. It has been commonly supposed that the God dfdhen is the God of the New
Testament. Those who have made the subject a mattareffil study and investigation
find that they are totally different. The God of Chasity is a God of love, the God of
Islam is an Oriental despot.

The element of love is left out of both the religiand morality of Islam.
Marriage is not founded upon love but upon sensuality. A moilzer rebuked for
arranging a marriage for her fourteen year-old son. Kawsse was, "l do it to keep him
from learning the bad habit of visiting prostitutes.” Thessahnature has been trained in
the Egyptian to an indescribable degree of disgusting pere@s some one has said,
"Mohammedans have added a refinement of sensuousness toseagaality." As a
result of this training men and women have sunk to defttlegradation unconsciously
mani-
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fested in their customs, in their speech, and in tifieir

For twelve centuries the blight of Islam has fallarerothe fortunes of Egypt.
Politics, commerce, learning, all have felt its withgrblast, but that which has most
keenly felt the blast and blight of Islam is society.eféhis no word in the Arabic
language for home, the nearest approach to it being'diich means "house"” or "a
place in which to spend the night." To quote from an isterg writer on this thought—
"The word is lacking because the idea is lacking." "Hosweget Home" with all its
wealth of meaning is a conception foreign to the averagen@ii An educated young
Moslem with advanced ideas in many respects was askbd hémbers of his family
took their meals together. He said they did not, eaehndren he became hungry told the
servant to bring food. "Would it not be better to emjether?” "Yes, it would be much
cheaper," he replied, showing that the first ray ef beauty of the home circle had not
penetrated his active mind. How can it be other-wisenwireman, the heart and life of
the family circle, was in his mind because of inheritedddedegated to the position of
prisoner and slave rather than to that of companionhafgimeet? "It was Islam that
forever withdrew from Oriental society the brightfimeng, elevating influence of woman
by burying her alive behind the veil and lattice of the Hatem.
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Arabic poetry and literature is generally very uncomplimgntto woman,
characterizing her as a donkey, or even a snake. Theityab the men hoot at the
gallantry and courtesy which Anglo-Saxon etiquette demaimdsen towards women.
Says an Egyptian, "Our women must be beaten in order toade to walk straight." And
beaten they are for trifling offence by father, husbamather, or son as occasion
demands. This custom is so common that the womenstiees expect a whipping
occasionally.

It has been said that the theology of Islam doegivetwoman a place in heaven,
but that statement is incorrect. However, her placesdation in heaven seem to depend
entirely upon the will of her husband. Many husbandslikeethe old Moslem sheikh
who said, "l don't want my wives in heaven. | prefer tla@erm of beautiful, pure, clean
angels which God has provided for every good Moslem." Thelgge of prayer is
practically denied a young woman with children becausehefstrict regulations of
washing before prayer. Unless these ablutions are donelbaaeftording to rule, prayer
is void. A few old women do pray.

The nominal Christians dwelling in the midst of Islaiimpugh they hate Islam
with all their hearts, have yet imbibed much of ithegirit in regard to the treatment of
women. A Coptic priest was heard to say, "It is beétitethe women not to go to church,
for they can't keep quiet. They will eat
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and chatter during the service." Poor things! What etedd they do, shut off from the
main audience room as they always are behind a highelatticeen, where they can
neither see nor hear what is going on!

Much can be said about the down-trodden condition of Esgyprtomen. "As a
babe she is unwelcome; as a child untaught; as a wife unlageadmother, unhonored;
in old age, uncared for; and when her miserable, dark, awrdydirte is ended, she is
unmourned by those she has served." Heaven is a forlpm hot because she is denied
any of its privileges, but because of the incapability of pragicher with enjoyments
similar to those promised to the other sex.

It has often been asserted that the institutionslafii elevated and improved the
state of women, but history and true incidents from lifdaehow that her position was
rendered by Islam more dependent and degraded than before.

She is degraded and made servilely dependent by seclus®reiland lattice of
the Harem are both Islamic institutions established byPtiophet of Islam and founded
upon incidents which occurred in his own family; and they eertainly a faithful
commentary upon the sensuality and lewdness of thestimdh an unconscious
recognition of the fact that the religion of Islamsmaot of sufficient moral force to
improve the times. History has verified this testimong &e only need to look
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around in these countries to see for ourselves that Moteganism, as its founder
anticipated, has not improved the morality of those e embraced its principles, but
has rather excused and given license to all sortswafnless. It is difficult for people
reared in Christian lands to have any conception ofatkiey of morals in Mohammedan
lands and it is a thing to be wondered at and excused ortheagrounds of ignorance of
existing conditions that English parents will alloheir young daughters to become
resident teachers or governesses in rich Mohammexizses.

The whole system of Islam, in so far as it conceamsiliy life and the treatment
of women, is vile and revolting. The veil and lattice the Harem, even though
established to guard her modesty and purity, have degradetkhaded her by making
her a prisoner.

As a child, she has before her only a few short ygarg’hich she has an
opportunity to go to school and the effort to improvesthdew years is very often
fruitless, because just as she shows any signs of buddim@anhood (as early as at the
age of ten years and not later than thirteen yeaes)ralst lay aside her books and "be
hidden," as they say in Arabic; then it is considered ip@r@and immodest for a girl to
be seen in the streets. Her education stops jusé @otint when her mind is beginning to
open up, and she is learning to love her books. Thrownibaxkhe seclu-
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sion of the Harem she soon forgets all she has lga8teould she be energetic enough to
try to keep up her lessons and try to get reading mdkeissnet with the taunt, "Are you
a scribe or a lawyer, that you should read and writeyeday?"

The girls who have an opportunity of going to school aralin the minority, but
for those who do, as in Christian lands, there igeuliar fascination and joy connected
with the first day of school after a month or twowvakcation. Girls, new pupils and old,
come trooping into the schoolroom enthusiastic, eagerpaght, rejoicing with all the
ardor of childhood that they are allowed to come back ¢o tieloved school and that
they are not yet old enough to be "hidden." But therestsaan of sadness in all this joy,
for in their interchange of confidences and family bitsiews it comes out that a certain
Fatima and a certain Zeinab, their big sisters, atmgiat home very sad and even
shedding bitter and rebellious tears because, poor thingshthe been "hidden" and
their schooldays are over.

A day or two after our school began, the teachers atxlvgere all startled by a
rustle of long garments sailing in at the door. On clofsensation they soon saw that
their visitor was none other than little Habeebaast lyear, who during the summer had
blossomed out into a woman by donning all the trappingsHdram lady, and she was
truly "hidden," for not a speck of her face showed except on
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bright eye. She could not stay away from her beloveddgcishe said, so had begged
special permission to come and spend an hour with hadfie

The seclusion of the Harem is more or less rigid ating to the caprice of some
exacting husband or mother-in-law. As far as the younggried women's experience
goes it is mother-in-law rule literally, for seldoma man permitted to take his wife to a
home of his own. The sons and even the grandsons mgttbeir brides home to the
father's house and all be subject to the mother. A holdef fifty is no uncommon
thing. Much of the freedom of the younger women depends wpahthe old mother-in-
law or grandmother-in-law thinks proper. Often she rulis &hand of iron, probably to
make up for her own hard life in her younger days, interdnixéh an honest desire to
preserve and promote the honor and dignity of her hdtmethe honor, dignity, and
aristocracy of a family are often estimated accordmnghe rigor of the seclusion of its
women-folk.

Thousands of Egyptian women never step over their vasholds and many of
them never make complaint, only saying, "Oh, you know oem ilove us very much;
that is the reason they imprison us. They do it to protet

Among the strictest people a young woman is not permitidie seen by even
her father-in-law. Nor is it allowable for her to been by any male servants except
eunuchs. Under such conditions it
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might be wondered how a woman could keep her domestibingag in running order,
but as one woman said, who had never seen the fduer @bok although he had been
employed in her house for thirteen years, when askeguistion, "How do you tell him
what you want for dinner?" "Oh, he knows my wants,vaoén | wish to give a particular
order, | tell the maid servant, she tells the lidéey servant, and he conveys the message
to the cook!"

It seems like the irony of fate that these women ah® kept in such strict
seclusion should be so extravagantly fond of societyeyTWwelcome in the most
hospitable manner any visitors of their own sex. fitgul to see how they love to have
glimpses of the outside world. A missionary lady telfsa woman whom she often
visited, who had never been outside of her house sincendigiage, forty years before,
and who begged her to tell her something about the floway#g, "Ah, you are happy
women, free to go here and there and enjoy life!

Many people who know only the outside of Egyptian Méen they hear that the
women have jewelry and beautiful dresses and sert@fisk after every want, say they
are happy and contented in their seclusion, but thosewslt them in their homes and
talk with them in their own language know how they weitinder it, how they weary of
the idleness and monotony forced upon them. One little wpfoeced to spend her life
behind closed
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shutters, would feign iliness so as to get an opportuaitgall in her friend, the lady
missionary doctor, and, when rebuked, would laughingly '8&fpat am | to do! I must
see somebody to pass away the time and | like toy@aveome to see me, but you won't
come unless | send you word | am ill."

It seems part of the nature of the Egyptian to disthistwomenfolk and to
believe them capable of any misdemeanor. Thereforentiusy be carefully watched and
kept in check. This distrust reacts upon the nature anchatkarof the women, often
making them truly unworthy of trust, but many of them aeey sensitive on the subject
and feel keenly this unfair position into which they arewhn.

What has been said about the strict seclusion of Egyptomen refers chiefly to
the middle and upper classes, for the poorest women, tiidlse peasant class, have the
greatest freedom. They go about unveiled and manifest aaatearof marked
independence and self-reliance, but they are ignorannbedescription, such a thing as
books and schoolroom being unknown quantities to themd, their lot is a life of
drudgery.

Many of the village women labor in the fields from garlorning to late at night,
especially during the cotton season, seven or eight mofthe year.

During the cotton-ginning season many women
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and girls work from 4 o'clock A.M. to 9 o'clock p.m. in t@ton-ginning mills. Those in
the vicinities of larger towns are vendors of fruggetables, milk, cheese, and butter. On
market days great troops of village women can be seelmeocountry roads, their wares
in big baskets on their heads, their babies perched atadeshoulders, wending their
way to town. Those who live in the larger towns atermemployed as hodcarriers for
masons.

Their powers of endurance are marvellous. It is a comocurrence for a
woman to go out to pick cotton as usual in the morning amoine back in the evening,
carrying her basket on her head and in it her new-babe, and it has been known for a
woman to start to town with her marketing on her headjetained an hour or two by the
road-side till she gives birth to her child, then witbantinue her journey.

Besides being a drudge the peasant woman is nearly alwasve to her
husband. Of course she does not eat with him; if she gaegithh him she walks behind
him while he rides the donkey, which it is her duty to kegving at a good pace by
prodding with a sharp stick. If there is anything to carey dbes it. He does manage to
carry his own cigarette and walking stick! Often, too, she th exercise her wits to tell
her lord amusing stories for his entertainment as thagney by the way. One day some
tourists met just such a couple on a country road. Thevoman
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was trudging along with a big child sitting astride her shouwldale its father rode the
donkey. The suggestion was made that the child might ritie niother couldn't. To the
credit of the smiling-faced peasant the suggestion wisvied.
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FROM UNDER THE YOKE OF SOCIAL EVILS

UNHAPPY marriages are a natural result of the sealusiovomen in Egypt. It
would be highly improper for a man to see his bride urtgrdfe had married her. He has
not even had the privilege of choosing her. His mothdrthat for him, and it goes
without saying that the young man is not always suited.sEbry is told of a young man
who at his wedding feast was sitting so glum and sileatdt his young friends teased him
by saying, "Brother! brother! Why so sad on this joyous sioc&" In answer he said, "I
have just seen my bride for the first time and | anefwity disappointed. She is ugly!
tall, thin, and weak-eyed." The tall "daughter-of-the-ggulk is not admired in Egypt.
Her short, fat, dumpy little sister is much more adow to Egyptian ideas of beauty.
"Cheer up! cheer up!" said his friends, "you are not sutdmnasome fellow yourself that
you should have such a handsome wife!" Shaking his hedy $mdsaid, "I feel like
heaping ashes on my head. If you don't believe me thas sligy, go upstairs and peep
in at the Harem window and see for yourselves." Glatilethance of such a privilege,

38
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they did so and came back saying, "Brother, heap more asheair head!"

Frequent divorce is a natural result of these unhappyagas. Divorce in any
land is a social evil but in Egypt it is especially Because the divorce laws are such that
in a peculiar way woman is degraded by them.

It is difficult to obtain exact figures regarding the gatage of divorce, as all
cases are not recorded. There are some who say 50npeofomarriages end in divorce,
others say 80 per cent., and a prominent Moslem when a&skedd5 per cent. An
experienced missionary when asked her opinion, saidpfBavis so common that to find
a woman who lives all her life with one husband isetkeeption."

In fact it is such an exception that it is a subjectremark, and a visitor in a
house where such happy conditions exist never fails tolth@bout it.

Many women have been divorced several times, and aawaihtwenty years of
age may be living with her third husband.

A native Bible woman who had worked among Mohammedan®ioteen years
when asked, "How many men or women of twenty-five yehegge she thought likely to
be living with their original partners?" said, "Do youanethat they should have kept to
each other and that neither has been divorced or ohangbody else?"—"Yes." She
laughed and said, "Perhaps one in two thousand."
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This was probably an exaggeration, but it shows thatrckvis very common, and
that the percentage is even higher than those who Bgyet and her people like to
admit. It almost seems that the history of one's &tamedan acquaintances in Egypt
might be given in an endless stream of incidents abeata and the intrigue and hate
and jealousy attendant on this, the greatest sociabekdypt.

Many a young man has no hesitation about marrying arataing, keeping up
the process for a year or so till he at last finggfa to suit him. If it didn't degrade those
he has cast aside, he might be excused for doing $® laas had no chance to choose his
wife intelligently.

A young man of some spirit was determined to have atwifdease him and who
would be congenial to him. Seeing no other way to accemgti he married and
divorced in rapid succession six times. The seventhaxgseenly young woman, gentle
and refined in all her ways, in whom the heart ofthegsband might well rejoice, yet the
terror daily hung over her that she might be divdrgetime like the other six. It was
pathetic to see how she tried to cultivate every ligainine art to please her husband,
how she tried to improve her mind so as to be a compdnidim, but constantly with
the fear of divorce lurking in her tender and loving heart

Among the lower classes marrying and divorcing in rapetession is a form of
dissipation. When
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pay-day comes, instead of going off on a big drink (whichthe credit of Islam, is
forbidden), they use their money to defray the expenses sdason of debauchery,
marrying and divorcing as many wives as possible while tbeem lasts. Picture the
degradation of the poor women who are the victims (aftenilling victims) of such
orgies.

It would be interesting to bring in here everything tNethammedan law says
about divorce, but the rules are many and complicated lamastatoo revolting to put
into words. It is enough to say that the husband may cbvinis wife without any
misbehavior on her part or without assigning any reasos. dtl left to the will and
caprice of the man, and he has only to say, "Womaum, énodivorced," or he can even
use metaphorical language which must be understood by #neoeiathe-alert wife to
mean divorce, as when he says, "Thou art free!" "Thowcwt off!"" "Veil yourself!”
"Arise, seek for a mate!" etc., etc. A certain man bhadn away for a week or so on a
business trip. He came home and the first words he s&id toife, were, "I thought you
had gone home to your father's house!" She understood hmmedn, and rightly too, "I
divorce thee!" so she packed up her things and went off.

If a man pronounce his sentence of divorce only ondevice it is revocable, but
if he pronounces it three times it is irrevocable, Hre divorced wife cannot be taken
back by her husband till she has been
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married to another man, has lived with him and been daghyrihen her former husband
can take her back. This is the most revolting and degyagfiall the divorce laws, and
the prophet Mohammed instituted it thinking that the vepuisiveness of it would act as
a restraint, but strange to say it only seems to gmericense.

A man will get into controversy with his friends perhag® strengthen his
statements he uses all sorts of oaths, the stroafjestich is, "I divorce my wife by the
triple divorce." It takes legal effect. The poor maimigreat distress, for he really loves
his wife. What is he to do? He must go through the psooésaw to get her back. He
hires a servant or a strange peasant to marry herréMadting part is that the poor
woman has to live with this hired husband till he is adped to divorce her, when she
is free to go back to her former husband. This case Igchappened, and many like it
with varying circumstances might be related, althoughait gladly be said that the
irrevocable divorce is not of such frequent occurrendbasevocable.

Some incidents will illustrate the various circumstmevhich cause divorce or
are excuses for it.

Abraham, the carpenter, came to his employer one sidgcafor an advance of
wages. "Why?" was asked. "I am going to get married,” h& $and it costs much
money." Then he proceeded to relate his domestic trquid@she had lived with
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his one wife sixteen years, explaining that he desemuach credit for doing so, seeing
that his father during his lifetime had indulged in thirty-ninees, but that he had come
to the point where he must divorce this wife as shéyrdal talk too much, so of course
he would have to marry another.

A happy young mother had one little son whom she lovedlydede was
accidentally burned to death. The poor grief-strickenheromourned and wept so much
and so long that she became nearly blind. Because sh® madlre children, her husband
divorced her. In time she talked of marrying again. Th&sionary who had visited her
often and comforted her in her sorrow, remonstratedhengrounds of her former
experience. She answered by saying, "A divorced woman nthet eiarry again or else
live a life of sin."”

A poor little child-wife received such injuries at the biothher first child because
of the ignorance of those who attended her at the tinat she became an invalid,
consequently her husband divorced her. She heard of igsol Hospital, where she
might receive kindly treatment. She was admitted amcect by an operation. Her
husband then restored her to his loving heart and home.

In a certain town there was a little family whehere seemed to be plenty of
conjugal happiness in spite of so much that is oftenad@odt the impossibility of such a
thing in a Moslem family. The little wife was beautjfbright, and intelligent, be-
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ing fairly well educated, and was able to make her housesornething like a real home.

They were blessed with a family of interesting and psongi children. The father was

wont to boast that he a Mohammedan could verifyfaloe that such a thing as a perfect
home could exist under Islamic conditions. But temptateme his way. He divorced his
beautiful unoffending wife to marry the temptress, whough rich and of a high family

(which was her recommendation and considered suffierotise for his base action),
was ignorant and ugly, the only thing which seemed to giveamy pangs of regret.

There was a man who was fairly well-to-do and wasictemed by his neighbors
as being very respectable. The first wife was a very wmaan but had no son, so her
husband divorced her and married a second. Still therenavaen, so he married a third.
It was believed he did not really divorce the secorfd vinut pretended to do so to please
the third, who would not consent to being one of two wiVAfter a while a son was born
to the third, and so his first wife was brought backhhouse as nurse to the child. She
was the most lady-like of the three wives, but shetbachrry the baby and walk behind
the mother like a servant. When the baby died the parentetigd Number three left
the house and went into the country. The husband at lonoegyht back number two,
whereupon number three returned in a rage and number two
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was turned out of the house. On the next quarrel withbew three the man married a
fourth time—a girl younger than his daughter by his firde wAbout this time he met the
Bible woman in the street and asked her why she did nothissihouse as usual. She
replied, "I do not come because | never know which tadsk for."

The house of Ali might be supposed to be rather a oglgone, for the mother of
the family has performed the pilgrimage to Mecca and afinthe sons is a howling
dervish. Here we were introduced to a young bride, wife bfather of the dervish.
Calling again a few months later we found another bride,one we had seen on our
former visit having been divorced. The third time we wiet first wife was there again
and the second had been divorced. The woman had beeiedrtar another man and
divorced by him during the short time of separation ftbenfirst husband, and when the
latter wished to have her back her parents could not adpeet allowing the marriage
and quarrelled so much that they divorced each other!tihle occupied by these
proceedings was between a year and eighteen montleswdes six persons concerned,
and four marriages and four divorces had taken place. A lwabyarrived on the scene,
but its parentage was a mystery in the mix-up.

It is quite usual for a woman to be divorced beforebind of her first child, and
we could not but feel sympathy with the poor young mother who
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under such circumstances called her baby "Vengeance."

Love, the best and most holy of human joys, has bieemst strangled to death in
Egypt by the institution of divorce, and the family camldom be considered a
community of common interest. As one woman was hearshy, "We go on the prin-
ciple of trying to pluck or fleece our husbands all we chilenwe have the chance, since
we never know how soon we may be divorced."”

It has been said that the character of a nation caisecabove the character of its
women. What can be expected of a nation when hatesatwligy are the ruling passions
of its women, of its mothers who nurture and traintagyoung!

The question has been asked what is the conditioneothiidren of divorced
parents. According to the law the mother is given amaliee by her former husband on
which to bring up their children to a certain age; thaytare his. If they are girls they
often are allowed to become servants to the motbecsessor, although there are fathers
who do have enough natural affection to give the daugbfeasformer wife the proper
place in the house. The allowance given a divorced womieen she has children is most
often a mere pittance and too often she never getatoakk She marries again and the
children live with grandparents or other near relationewen alternate between the
houses of the remarried father and mother, thus be-
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coming mere little street waifs who have no definigdeng place. They certainly do
suffer from neglect, but seldom are they victims dibdéeate cruelty, although such cases
are not unheard of.

The distressing screams of a child once attracted thatian of a family; on
investigation it was discovered that the Mohammedanhbeig who had just brought
home a new wife encumbered with her little four-yeardadghter, had been cruelly ill-
treating the little mite by shutting her in a dark celitarhours at a time.

The moral effect of divorce on the children is verg.béhey often seem to have
an inborn passion of hatred and jealousy. The head mistresschool for girls said she
had often noticed how little gentle affection and Ieeemed to exist between Moham-
medan sisters. These passions are also trained intg the they constantly hear their
parents spoken against and see the jealousy that exigtsebetheir mothers and the
wives who have supplanted them.

The children of divorced parents, being neglected and aendp any settled
home, generally grow up in ignorance, because they tstaplong enough in one place
to go to school regularly. A school was establisheal Mohammedan quarter of a large
city with a view to reaching the people in that distrimit they were of a class whose
social system was in such a constant state of uphegvaivorcing and marrying new
wives that it was quite impossible to keep the childresthool long enough at a time
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to make any impression upon them. When asked why a certaiabZead not put in her
appearance, "Oh, she has gone to see her mother whadiness the canal."—"Where is
Tantaweyah to-day?"—"Gone to stay with her fathehinin another village."—"What
can be the matter with Kaleela?" the teacher asks.k8bw Kaleela loved school and
would not stay away without an excuse, and she knewh#ralather wanted her to stay
in school, but she had a suspicion that the new wifboate had been the means of
putting a stop to Kaleela's schooldays. Her suspiciontwas for the new wife's new
baby required a nurse.

The institution of polygamy like that of divorce is atural consequence of the
strict seclusion of woman, for it would be unfair tsman to be put under the necessity of
taking a wife he had never seen without allowing him sdicense should he be
disappointed in her. In fact, polygamy was the originsfitution, a relic of the ancient
and more barbarous times, Jewish as well as HeaByemaking polygamy a religious
institution, the Prophet preserved a relic of barbarism.

Yet even among Mohammedans polygamy is a dying institutisrdeath-blow
has been struck because educated Moslems are beginningsttabeed of it and doctors
of Mohammedan law are beginning to interpret the lawe¢amthat Mohammed allowed
a man to have four wives on the condition that hdcctreat all alike; and since
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human nature makes that condition next to an imposgibiérefore Mohammed meant
for a man to have only one wife! Many educated Mohammeitalagypt are taking this

position. Among the middle classes the difficulty opgorting more than one wife at a
time is decreasing polygamy. But by no means is polygamynhaeard-of thing, even if

it is going out of fashion. Fashion is always slow iact@ng the country places, and it
seems to be in the country villages that polygamy seerbe more generally practised.
Two brothers, representative country-men, wealthy anmtbawative, were known to

have very extensive harems, each one having twenty-feeswaind concubines.

Many fruitless attempts have been made to defend polygamiyto defend the
prophet of Islam for preserving it, but, as a carefudisht of social and moral ethics has
said, "To an ideal love, polygamy is abhorrent and imptesS§iand when ideal love is
impossible to the wife's heart she is degraded becaeggatsions of hate and jealousy
will quickly and surely take its place.

The Arabic word which is applied to a rival wife is "daf" the root meaning of
which is "to injure," "to harm." This appellation certgishows that the fellow-wives are
not expected to be on terms of amity with each other.

The most common excuse for taking a second wife "owehdad" of the first
wife, as expressed in Arabic, is that she has failedesept her
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husband with a son. To die without a son would be a gregtadie, so he takes his
second wife. A well-educated, pleasant-spoken Moslenkisheiho was teaching some
new missionaries the Arabic language, was just on thd pbimarrying. Being much
interested in the young man, one of the missionaoek occasion to impress upon him
some of his moral duties toward his new wife. Among thibkat he should never take
another during her lifetime. "Yes, honorable lady, | peeno do as you say if God is
willing and she presents me with a son, otherwise agaystill | must take a second.”

A missionary lady and a Bible woman were making sbmese-to-house visits in
a little country village. As they were going through theet two smiling-faced women
standing together in the door of their hut pressed theenter and pay them a visit, too.
In the course of the conversation it turned out thay there fellow-wives. "Have you
any children?" was asked of the older. "No, neither has' sves the quick response
indicating her rival with a nod of her head. Their commd@appointment in not having
any children seemed to draw them together and they seemedikeosisters than rival
wives, but if one had a child and the other not there wbaleg been some quarrelling
and trouble.

As can be quite easily understood it is rarely possiefdllow-wives to live
together in the same
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house. In one village there were two houses quite nearather. One was known as the
"house of Hassan"; the other as the "little housélagsan.”" The former is the family
house, and the other is hired by one of the sons foeb@nd wife, the first wife being in
the larger dwelling. The quarrels are so incessant thatditfficult for any one to be
friendly with both parties, and the second wife is ruinirey health with inordinate
smoking "to kill thought." She seems very lonely and dulk says the arrangement is
good, for when her husband is vexed with her he goégtother house, and when vexed
in the other house he comes to her, and she added, 'lifedetogether and he were
vexed with both at once, he would have to sleep in d'hote

A Bible woman was wont to visit two young women wheedl in a large
apartment house, on different floors one just abogeother. At first they were believed
to be the wives of brothers, but they were so musta@nce with each other that neither
would enter the apartment of the other, so had toushtaand read to separately, much
to the inconvenience of the teacher, who could not utatetsvhy two sisters-in-law, as
she thought, could not meet together to read. She soorvelisdothat they were both
wives of one man and that jealousy was the causesafisthgreement.

Child-marriages have always been considered one of tsesof the East. In
Egypt thirteen is about the average age at which treayiel mar--


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

52 OUR MOSLEM $ERS

ried, but one is constantly meeting with cases of iagerat a much earlier age. A
woman of twenty-five, prematurely old, seemed to take gielght in telling of her
marriage when she was only seven years old, about &sdaras she could remember.
Another often tells the story how she escaped beingiedawhen she was only eight
years old. The guests were all assembled, the elabsrpper had been enjoyed by all,
the dancing women had been more than usually entertaithiagtime for the bridal
procession came around, but where was the bride? Hwr fa¢arched all through the
house for her. At last he found her lying asleep in thesagh the kitchen. His father
heart was touched and he said to those who followed"Biee that baby there asleep! Is
it right to marry her?" At the risk of bringing greasgliace upon himself, he then and
there stopped the marriage and the next day startedffhier school. This custom of
child-marriage is one of the very fruitful causes @& idgnorance of the women.

Ignorance and superstition always go hand in hand and dl&yyjare both a
cause and an effect of the degradation of women in E@ygterstition might almost be
called the religion of feminine Egypt. The people hawanyncurious beliefs about the
influence of the "evil eye" and as many curious chatongrotect them from this in-
fluence. Many mothers will not wash their children fear they may be made attractive
and thus
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fall under the influence of the evil eye. One woman newvenpliments another woman's
child for the same reason. Two women were companiotravel on the train; by way of
introducing the conversation, one said to the other, tMghaat ugly thing black as tar in
your arms?" The other smiling held out her little baby. "Ugbw ugly!" said the first
woman. "Is it a boy or a girl?"—"A girl," said the ther, but it was quite understood
that it was a boy. Boys on account of the very higdnmpum put upon them in Egypt are
considered to be very much subject to the influencenef"evil eye," so often he is
dressed as a girl and called by a girl's name till hehe=athe age when he rebels.

The social evils of Egypt are endless, but therehse of better things for the
future. One of the characteristics of the "New Egyp# reaching out after higher ideals.
The ideal of the marriage relation is rising, the ededtgbung Egyptian is beginning to
claim his right to choose his own bride, thus making rtfariage relation more stable
because the grounds of compatibility are surer. With tasge of ideas on the marriage
guestion and because an educated man would rather choodecated wife, there is a
growing demand for female education.

The evangelical community has the reputation of beind#s¢ educated class of
people in Egypt. The last census of all Egypt showedbttigitforty-
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eight in one thousand could read. A special census afatiee evangelical community
showed that three hundred and sixty-five in one thousauntll cead. The census also
brought out the fact that in the evangelical commuigityale education has taken a great
step in advance, showing that while in all Egypt onlyvedmen in one thousand could
read, in the evangelical community two hundred in onagaod could read.

It would be interesting to take a peep into some of thends of these
representative Christian women and see for ourselves ah&hristian education has
developed those wives and mothers into true home-makess.|éti us get acquainted
with the dear old grandmother who has just been onitatwiker son and his family who
live in our city. She and her son have come to makefasewell visit before she leaves
for her native town. Her feeble voice, her slow stegr, dimmed sight, the appealing
marks of old age interest us in her. The good-bye kissaar@ffectionate pat from her
withered old hand draw our hearts to her, the tendeflidiat in the eyes of her son tells
us that this gentle little old lady has been a powegémd. After they leave we learn in
conversation with those who know the story of he tifiat she is one of the faithful
mothers who has endured much persecution, separatiorfrieamds, leaving a home of
wealth and influence for one of poverty all for th&esaf Christ. The best commentary
on her life is
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the beautiful Christian home of this son, where hisetviadylike little wife presides over
their family of clean, well-ordered children with alet gentle dignity of a real queen. We
are perfectly at home with them, for we see nothingwhat accords with our ideal of a
real home. Without any previous information it would bgyega know that this home is a
Bethel where Christ delights to dwell.

Let us go to a distant town far up the river and visiblancouple who have spent
many years in God's service. Their lives are a perfiestriation of what Christ can do
for a life. Reared under all the tenets and principleislafn and not being converted to
Christianity till they were mature in years, it migbé doubted whether a complete
change could be wrought in their lives. It did not cothataonce, God works out some
of His greatest changes in lives slowly and quiethgrawing up unto Him in all things."
The story of the growth of these two followers ofriGhis long and interesting. It is
enough to know that they have attained to that point wtene can truly be called a
"holy temple in the Lord." Their home is a model ofriGtan happiness where
"cleanliness and godliness” dwell together. Their lives lmes of service for their
Master. The daughter of this home, a woman of raretpgaarefully brought up and
well educated, is one who although yet young in yearshhdsa marked influence for
good in Egypt, first as a teacher in a large girls' siltbhen as the honored and
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much loved wife of the pastor of a flourishing evangelalrch. To visit her in her
home, to see her in the midst of her little sons angyld&rs, to join with the family in
the evening meal which has been prepared by her own hariesgrtber talk of her work
among the women in her husband's large congregation rakesverently breathe a
prayer of thanksgiving to God that He has let us havingpge of the possibilities of
Egyptian womanhood.

All up and down the valley of the Nile can be found wonfesm this
representative two hundred in different stations of afed each one filling in a womanly
way her position. Generally she is a wife and motbet a true home-maker whether she
be the wife of a noble or a peasant. Sometimes sheservant, faithful, honest, and
helpful; often she is a teacher throwing out greatesr of influence, which are widening
out till thousands of Egyptian women will be reach®dmetimes she is a humble soul
who gives herself over entirely to the service of hastdr.

Such a one was Safsaf, converted at the clinic. Hebdnd had cast her off
because she was nearly blind. Her great desire was totteaead. She was presented
with a primer and New Testament when she returned twilhege after being in the
hospital three months. Who would teach her to read?b@gged a lesson at every
opportunity from those in her village who had a litdarhing.
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No one imagined that she was such an earnest Chrtifitsite soon mastered the reading
and after going through the New Testament three tinhesbsgan to teach the very ones
who had taught her, rebuking them for their sins. They dunse, saying, "Did we teach
you so that you would accuse us!" Her old father ledrtie truth through her teaching.
He then arranged their little hut so that she might hoeetings for women. Her
influence among the women and children was wonderful evetybody began to
recognize it. Through her efforts a boys' school wagest and a capable teacher was
secured. The greatest desire of her heart was to haveirifgtrations of an evangelist in
her village. She mustered up courage to go to the meetiRgesbytery and present the
request. This was a daring and unheard-of thing for an Egypbaman to do. But the
members of Presbytery were much affected by her pleasidgyranted her request. The
next thing was to get a church; she gave her own littleflyground, her all, then begged
money to build the church on it. In addition to thesder interests, she faithfully and
lovingly fulfilled her home duties. Her sister, an ignuraselfish, and very superstitious
woman, was her great trial. This sister became illsls® took her to the hospital. The
doctors told her there was no hope. She begged them toladlote remain. Safsaf spent
days and nights praying for her sister's recovery. Sharbe® mend, and the prayers
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of her devoted sister at her bedside that she mightebred so as to have an
opportunity to learn of God and become a converted saihér to accept Christ as her
Saviour.

The life of this humble, quiet-spoken, earnest-heartetierpaloving woman,
who lives close to Christ, is exercising an influenceanrative village which even men
wonder at, but only God knows how far-reaching it is.

The possibilities of the Egyptian women are great efitregood or for evil.

It is said that Ismail Pasha, the grandfather of tesgnt Khedive, who in his day
ruled Egypt with a tyrant's hand, was himself ruled byoanan. His mother, a woman of
strong character, was the power behind the throne. Muchb&éeas said about the
downtrodden condition of Egyptian women, and none too mistdim puts its heel on
the neck of woman. It debases and despises her. Betithanother side to the picture.
Woman was born an invincible spirit, which even the yokkslam has not been able to
crush. And in Egypt scarcely less than in lands wheedssmore honored, she exercises
a sway that can neither be denied or despised. The lbcdsation—and that the men of
Egypt feel themselves decidedly to be—yield to their worfae more than a casual
observer or even they themselves imagine.

An illustration of this is seen in connection with theurning customs. The
government, and in the
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case of the Copts, the Church also, has interferbdetak up the violent mourning of the
women at the time of deaths. Yet very little havey thielded.

This is only one of a thousand instances in which, desflitrestrictions, they do
as they please. But their influence reaches to far deleipgs. They cling to superstitions
and a false faith with far more tenacity than donten. They bring up their children in
the same way. It is they who make the marriagestHerr sons; and they rule their
daughters-in-law. They keep many a man from acting up teelggous convictions, and
drag many a one back to the denial of his faith. They gubnmany things; they are
weaker, but it is true that work for women lies at teeyvfoundation of mission work.
An Egyptian once said in answer to a statement thatptimary object of Mission
schools for girls was to lead them to Christ, "ltiyget the girls for Christ, you get Egypt
for Christ."
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IV
THE WOMEN OF EGYPT ONCE MORE

"Hasten the redemption of woman . . . by restoring leethér mission of
inspiration, prayer, and pity."
—MAZZINI.

WHAT are the women like? Are they pretty? How do th®yng up their
children? How do they keep their homes? Do you like thekra2hey lovable?

Such are a few of the many questions which are put twaheller and resident in
Egypt, by those interested, for various reasons, itatietand its people.

How differently these questions can be answered. Tmary tourist sees the
black-robed figures (with features invisible except for twesepeering over a black
crape veil) walking in the streets of the cities, owidg sitting huddled together on
karros® and he remarks on the discomfort of the costume andéherness with which
they succeed in balancing themselves on the jolting springess. Or again he sees
ladies of the upper class driving in their carriages an@niwbughams,

! Long narrow carts, the sides of which are only veighgly raised.
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wearing indeed the inevitable "habarah" and Vil the former cut so as to well expose
the upper part of the person which is clothed in rich satmsadorned with sparkling
jewels, and the latter made in such fine white chiffontaunl so loosely over the lower
part of the face only, that the features are disgingible; and he marks with a smile the
effort made by woman to emancipate herself from custerhgh deny her the
prerogative of attracting admiration to herself.

Again, perchance, he sees the "fellahah" carrying héerwar with ease and
grace along some rough uneven track; or, may be, in compah others bearing with
agility and strength loads of mud and brick to the buildersasuring her steps and ac-
tions to the music of some native chant; and he is

! The former is the black covering worn by all clas3ése poorer women make it of two lengths
of material two metres long, joined together on theesigle. The ends of one breadth are sewn up and form
the skirt, while the upper breadth is left to pass dverhiead and fold over the upper part of the person like
a shawl. The richer, from the middle class upwards,tBeviower breadth into a band forming a skirt, and
the upper breadth is cut smaller to form only a capterfas on to the waist band at the back, coming up
over the head, falling by rights over the whole upper platthe body, but frequently cut so as to scarcely
reach the elbow. The latter is worn by the poorer elgsand by many of the older women of the better
class it is made of black crape and is tied over tbe fiom just below the eyes and extends to below the
waist; by the upper classes and more wealthy it was mdieiwhite muslin but sufficient to disguise the
features. Now it is frequently made in chiffon.
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impressed with the idea of her bright existence angberers of perfect enjoyment.

Again he sees her, whether in city or village alike, foitaythe bier which is
carrying all that is left of one who may or may naté been dear to her, and he hears the
shrill death wail, and he notes either the bitterrmddsopeless sorrow, or the hollowness
of a make-belief grief; and he is struck with the dermatiseness of the women and the
peculiarity of the scene, and will try to get a snapgifat on his kodak, and then he
passes on to things of other interest. Thus the tourtst tgeknow something of the
women, it is true, but all that lies behind these outsa@es is closed to him, and rarely
known.

To the British resident the Egyptian woman is usuas linteresting than to the
tourist. The novelty of her peculiarities and picturesqseres worn off, and between
her and her more fortunate sisters of the West tkeaggreat gulf fixed. Very rarely is an
attempt made to bridge this gulf; language and customs apyaf@mil an impassable
barrier, and though many English ladies live in Egypt feary, they never enter an
Egyptian house, or speak to an Egyptian woman.

It is therefore left to the Christian missionarykimow—and to know with an ever
widening knowledge—what are the disabilities and what tigalwéties as well as
possibilities of these daughters of Hagar.


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

THE WOMEN @&&YPT ONCE MORE 63

A woman's life may truly be said to have its commemeet in betrothal. Before
then she is a child, and the days of her childhoodiswally spent without any form of
restraint whatever. Most of her time, even if she e daughter of quite well-to-do
people, is often spent playing in the streets, whereestrtad much that is evil and little
that is good. The one great reason which many paren¢éswgio wish to put their
children to school is, "to keep her out of the stredéen& she plays in the dirt and learns
bad language." But whether she goes to school or noif¢hefla little girl except in
school hours is a perfectly free, untrained life in whstle learns no morality, not even
obedience to her parents. If she does obey themfibms abject fear of punishment,
when disobedience would inevitably mean a severe bed&@tgveen the ages of ten to
fifteen, usually about twelve and often earlier, litiee girl is betrothed and then confine-
ment to the house begins. In one hour her life is abdngo more playing about in the
street and acting upon the impulse of her own sweet mallmore for her the child's
delight of spending her millieme or two at the costergas's cart and then sitting in the
gutter to eat her purchase with face and hands begrimediwitho more for her the joy
of paddling in the mud by the street pump, and climbing and clamgobabout wherever
she can with difficulty get. No, she is betrothed nomd ber childhood and girlhood are
over. Instead of
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freedom and liberty, come confinement and restraint.isShet now allowed out of doors
except on rare occasions and then in company with wideren, and her movements are
hampered by her being enveloped in "habarah" and "veil."

Still she has for a time some little comfort indgeithe important person of the
community. She is the bride-elect and there is sonmteement in seeing the new
"galibeeyahs" and articles of furniture which are to become her owmiaperoperty.
But then, after a few short months, sometimes webkdatal wedding day arrives, when
the child-bride is taken away from her mother and besadime absolute possession of a
man she has often never seen, and knows nothing abeutvdian's life is begun in
earnest, and in very stern reality she learns whigttid be in subjection, she learns by
bitter experience that she has no power now to do whatlikes, and that she is
subservient to another.

Her husband may be kind to her, and in many cases i#) buaty case she is his
slave and utterly dependent on the caprice of his nafigiee Iherself is fortunate enough
to have a man who treats her humanely there are dotetbers living in her quarter
who come to see her, who are objects of cruelty andveialece; and so her mind is fed

! The ordinary dress, cut rather like a dressing gownnaexte in cotton or silk. If the latter, it is
usually elaborately trimmed with flounces and lace.
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with histories of intrigue and divorce, of injustice aretaliation, and of unwritten

scandal and sin; until she too, alas! becomes contamjreté often brings down upon
herself the just wrath and harshness of one who nhigi® been good to her. History
repeats itself: in nine cases out of ten, she can adalreof woe to the rest.

She bears her children and nurses them, thankful yf thance to be boys; she
has no heart nor ability to teach or train thempgrin keeping them clean and pretty;—
she loses two, three, or more in infancy; those whatmomg survive and until they are
two or three years old, take her place in the stredisre the open-air life and exercise
become their physical salvation.

When she is over twenty, she in her turn becomesder @loman and is to be
seen, usually with a young baby in her arms, walking irstteets as she goes the round
of seeing her friends, wailing with the mourners at theshof death, weekly visiting the
graves of her own or her husband's relatives, and joimirtge wedding festivities of
those who are going to follow in her train.

What wonder that the Moslem man often cries despayiri@lur women are all
brutish,” and has not an atom of respect for her in é&sthin the few cases where a
Moslem man speaks well of his wife, and calls her "adgaoman,” he almost in-
variably attributes her being so to his own foresight, diligent insistence in keeping
her wholly under
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his control, limiting those who come to the house, astdetting her go out of the house
even after she has become an elder woman. Betweenfihirtand forty she is an old
woman with grandchildren, and her life quietly goes dowthéograve with all the light
and joy long since gone out of it, and with a dark and lesgefuture before it. A few
illustrations from the writer's personal knowledge wat perhaps be out of place here.

Fatimah had been a day pupil in a mission school for years. She could read
and write well, and sew, and do fancy work. Her fathes d@ad, her brother, for some
business expedient, arranged a marriage for her, whemnashthirteen, with an old man
who had already sons and daughters much older than herself

He was a head man in his village and lived some distanae Fiatimah's home.
"Do you think it will be a good thing for Fatimah?" saitblthe mother. "What are we to
do?" was the reply; "they say he is kind; and fardvetth marry her to him than to a
young man who will only ill-treat and beat her; we @aeey poor and cannot afford to get
a really respectable young man."

The marriage took place, within two months Fatimah leadrned home but was
induced to go back again, this was repeated twice and oningtdnome the third time,
she made up her mind to get her husband to permanentiycelibher. Her mother of
course abetted her, and a woman (as pay-
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ment for a piece of fancy work she had asked Fatimalo tordher) promised to bring
about the divorce by some plan of intrigue which she dvatiange.

Fatimah's life is blighted; the best that one can hopésfoe-marriage to a poor
but respectable man, and to go through her life with buhthe probabilities are she will
be married and divorced time after time, and each tintelswer in the social scale. She
is not yet fifteen years old.

Aneesah was a little girl of nine, frail and delicateding, and an only child and
much petted, but often she seemed possessed by the deuviggbynaas her conduct. At
such times her mother would take her and tie her up,dé@nher unmercifully, until the
neighbors, hearing the child's screams, would come teetioele and force the mother to
desist. The mother has herself shown me the marksraivine teeth in the flesh of her
child's arms, where she has bitten her in order to thelevil out of her. What is likely
to be the future of that child? One shudders to think of it.

Many a time in visiting among the very poor | have sahwlte women in an
open court, which is like a small yard in the middleseveral houses, in which several
families own one, two, or three rooms. In the colueté may be a dozen or more women,
unwashed, uncombed, untidy to a degree; some bread-makingg washing, others
seated nursing their babies:—babies who are as sick andltinyhe
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as they can possibly be, their bodies ingrained witth ttheir heads encrusted with sores
and filth, their eyes inflamed and uncleansed, their gasr&nelling, and one and all
looking thoroughly ill and wretched. It is the rarest thin see a healthy-looking baby.

As | have sat amongst them and talked with them, | tréaatto reason with them
and point out the advantages of cleanliness and indaditadmit that | am right and that
our habits are better than theirs, yet none havedhd br the energy or the character to
break away from their customs and their innate laziard<o rise up and be women.

Yet one can hardly wonder at their condition, whhareces have they had?
Married at ten or eleven, untrained and untaught, maryeof ihot knowing how to hold
a needle, or make the simplest garment; still in ttesns with two or three children to
burden them, whom they long to see big enough to turmtuthe streets and play as
they did before them. Their only interest in lifecleather's family brawls and scandals;
their health undermined by close confinement and want of egersi it a wonder that
they sink into a state of callousness and indiffereficait everything?

| have seen a bright-spirited, energetic, laughing, rompim@f eleven, turned in
one year into a miserable, lazy, dull, inert woman wigh beauty and health gone, and
looking nearer thirty than thirteen. One often dogswander at such a con-
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dition of things, rather does one wonder when the revprsvails, and one is able to
realize their possibilities in spite of all their diaacks. | know of women, though they
are but very few, equally poor and unfavored as thosed thescribed, who can be found
sitting in their own little rooms, their younger childreusith them, holding themselves
aloof from the usual gossip, their rooms swept, therasetlean and tidy, their babies,
though not ideal, comparing favorably with the othehngirt one apparent trouble, the
elder children whom they do not know how to train and whbay cannot keep out of
the streets; unless indeed there chance to be a msgtionl in the near neighborhood.

The same state of things pervades all classes of gattietigh in the middle and
upper classes the Moslems are usually very cleanly bothein persons and in their
homes, but the majority of the women are in the samedlegraded moral state. Life in
the harems is spent in smoking and idle gossip, and thingsfae; the wife and mother
there, no less than among the poorer classes, hadenoof responsibility. She is
frequently unable either to sew, read, or write, anddgaer children to the care of
dependents. Her life is merely an animal life; shieuisa necessary article for use in her
husband's household.

A wealthy merchant who has had several wives keepsroaebeautiful house
with every comfort, another wife of the same malefisto live where
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she can with the pittance of something like three pencdae This is what the Moslem
faith allows.

It has been well said "a nation cannot rise abovéethed of its women," and this
is painfully illustrated in Egypt and in all other landee#e the faith of Islam holds sway.
Much is being done to improve the social conditionshefgeople of Egypt, but the real
sore remains untouched so long as the teaching of then Kwtta regard to the position
of women remains in vogue.

There are many Mohammedan gentlemen who would fain seétea beate of
things, and who, like the late Mr. Justice Budrudin Tyad§jMadras, devote their efforts
to the amelioration of the back-ward position of tHaethren in the faith, and desire
especially the "mitigation and ultimate removal ofghgzing social customs, such as the
seclusion of women." But their efforts are unavailingang as they remain adherents of
the Moslem faith, for in obedience to the Koran tlkap adopt no other course than the
present one.

Let them substitute for the Koran the teaching of @eistian faith, the faith
which alone gives woman her rightful position, and thaly fimd that she can be a
mighty influence for good in the social life of the pati Let her take the place ordained
for her by the Great Creator as the "helpmeet" to rdedrher fulfil her mission in the
world, laid down in the teaching of the New Testamenipve
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and influence, to cheer and strengthen, to pour out feemlithe devotion of love and

self-sacrifice, whether as daughter and sister, or wiflenaother; then will the women of
Egypt be clothed with "strength and honor" and then thél daughters of Hagar put on
the robe of chastity and the "adornment of a meek ared gpirit."

"Chastity—
"She that hath that is clothed in complete steel.”

Her price will be "far above rubies," the heart of hasband will "safely trust in her,"
her children shall "arise up, and call her blessed."”
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BEHIND THE OPENING DOOR IN TUNIS

THE lot of a Tunisian woman is probably a brighter one titeat of many of her
Moslem sisters who have not the privilege of living untlex enlightened rule of a
European government.

It is not possible for her, under existing circumstante$ave the perfect liberty
of European women, but should justice not be granted bgrah tribunal, she has
always the right of appeal to the French authoritid®) take care to see that the laws are
rightly administered.

The English-speaking race, accustomed to greater freemtata 'wvomen than any
other on the face of the earth perhaps, would findrd b&a be shut up in an Arab house,
taking no long country walks, joining in no outdoor gameswking nothing of the
pleasures of shopping expeditions, having no literary psrsamd meeting no men
outside the circle of their relatives; and indeed i&isadly narrow life. But we must
remember that our Moslem sisters have never known agytigtter, and the majority
are perfectly contented with things as they are. dootlighly appreciate and make a right
use of liberty, one must be trained, there must be educit meet its responsibilities,
and without
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this its effects would be disastrous. To an Arab latlp never goes out otherwise than
closely veiled, it would be a far greater trial to waltikough the streets with face
exposed, than to the European to cover herself.

Much has been said about the hardships of the woman's Ibekeyl in during
her husband's absence from the house. This is not infrtegnérdoes appear somewhat
prison-like; but it is often done solely as a protectioknew one woman who preferred
to be thus locked in, but arranged with her husband th#teodays of my visits the key
should not be turned on her. And the doors of Arab haarsealways so constructed that,
even when locked, they can be opened from inside on argenty though they cannot
be reclosed without the key.

When | came to this country some twelve years agahihg that most struck me
in visiting Arab houses was the cheerfulness and evetygafiehe women. | had a
preconceived picture in my mind of poor creatures gittithin prison walls, pining to
get out, and in utter misery.

Nothing of the kind! What did | find? Laughter, chattée distraction of periodic
visits to saints' tombs, or that centre of sociaéncurse—the bath. Old women, the
scandal-mongers of the neighborhood, go round to riteit news. (And it will be
allowed that even in England there are many who taleeper interest in the doings of
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their neighbors than in more elevated topics of ccaten.)

Here Jewesses, spreading out their pretty, silken goodsniu fmirchasers, or
neighbors who had "dropped in" by way of the roof for a igps®t over a dish of tea,
but a cup of black coffee. There Arab women, much likedod, quickly shaking off
little troubles and meeting greater trials with the nesigpn of fatalism, which finds
comfort in the magic word, "Maktoob" (It is decreed)aimanner incomprehensible to
the Western mind.

Is it surprising that | almost accused my fellow-misaiogs of misrepresenting
the home life of the people? But | only saw the surfacé had not yet probed the deep
sore of Mohammedanism nor realized the heavy burdens wwhisystem entails.

Let me tell you of three of the heaviest of these burdeolsrgamy, Divorceand
the Ignorancewhich results from complete lack of education and wdl&sd-in-hand
with its twin-sister Superstition.

Polygamyshall be placed first, although it is not the greabeste of Tunisian
home life. By Mohammedan law a man is allowed fouresj\but in Tunisia, though it is
by no means rare for a man to have two, he seldom takes than that number at one
time. Occasionally they live in separate houses, somstin different towns, and may be
quite unknown to each other. A Moslem will frequentlyet@ second wife in the hope of
having
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children, or it may be a son, the first wife being cleisl.

In other houses one finds under the same roof two va¥eme husband, each
having a large number of children. Each wife will have ty three maid-servants who
sit with their mistresses and mingle freely in the @vsation, and, if the family be
wealthy, the elder daughters have their own specialdsttes. Thus a household may
contain a large number of women who live together nmrdéess harmoniously, and
whose numerous quarrels do not conduce to the tranguwflithe master of the house.
But what does he care as long asshmaster and reigns supreme? There is probably not
much affection between him and the wife whom he neaer lsefore the wedding-day,
but he loves his children, being specially fond of théelibnes and showing all a father's
pride in his sons. His hours of recreation are spettheatafe or the more aristocratic
rendezvous—the barber's shop—and the charms of sweet hiemke has never
imagined.

Year by year, however, Western education is slowly buelg telling on the
Oriental mind. The young men, trained in French schant imbibing modern ideas,
show a strong tendency to follow the manners and custbnieir teachers, and it is at
least considered more "comme-il-faut” to take only wife and in some measure copy
the European "menage."

Divorceis, however, the greatursewhich blights
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domestic happiness, and words fail me to describe theryntsorings.

The Moslem population of the city of Tunis is sixtptisand. Setting aside men
and children there remain, roughly speaking, about twentytfieesand women, and
comparing my own experience with that of other lady iomsgies we are agreed in
affirming that the majority of these women in the m&dihd lower classes have been
divorced at least once in their lives, many of thero tw three times, while some few
have had a number of husbands. In the upper class anthyveahilies divorce is not
nearly so common, and for obvious reasons.

| have never known a man to have thirty or forty wivesuccession as one hears
of in some Mohammedan lands. A man once told my brothiaw that he had been
married eighteen times, and | heard of another wit thgen (the Arab expression)
twelve wives, one after another; but this last westedl with bated breath as being an un-
usual and opprobrious act.

When a woman is divorced she returns to her fatherisen@and remains
dependent on him until he finds her another husband, heetary value being now
greatly reduced. The quarrel which led to the separatisongetimes adjusted and she
returns to her husband, boéverif he has pronounced the words, "Tulka be thalethe"
(Divorce by three, or threefold). This, even though atler
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in a moment of anger, may never be recalled, and rieaklty care for his wife and wish
to take her back again, she must be married to anothelanthdivorced by him before
she can return to her first husband. But the laws nglab marriage, divorce, and the
guardianship of the children, would require a volume to tkéras and cannot be entered
upon here.

One is led to ask, what is the cause of this dark clouevibfwhich casts its
terrible shadow over so many homes?

No doubt it chiefly arises from the low standard of Mas morality and is
intensified by the whole basis of the marriage rethestop.

Among the upper classes a girl does not often marralilut seventeen years
old, but a poorer man is glad to get his daughters off hidshaha much earlier age,
especially if he can obtain a good dowry in payment. JiHegoes through a form of
acceptance, relying on the representations of her mefatiwhich are often far from
truthful. She never sees her husband until the wgddiay and then, no matter how old,
ugly, or repulsive the man may be, it is too late to esfus wonder that mutual
disappointment often ensues, deepening into strong disiké&h produces constant
friction, culminating in a violent quarrel; as in the €ad a young girl whom | knew,
married to an old man, and divorced a few years tatelugh a quarrel over a pound of
meat.
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The history of the two little girls in the accompanyingfgraph, shows clearly
the contrast between the life of an English and dha@n Arab child. It was taken about
eight years ago at the birthday party of my little niegko had been allowed, as a treat,
to invite a number of Arab girls to tea, and was photaggd with one who was about
the same age as herself. The one, Dorothy, is noveehiryears old and still a happy,
light-hearted schoolgirl, carefully sheltered from &howledge of evil. The other,
Fatima, to-day, sits in her father's house, divorced,la@es@nd soured in temper by her
hard fate. And, indeed, her story makes one's heagt ach

Some few months ago she was married to a young man, tbogh not yet
twenty, had already divorced his first wife. Still, tif@as parents considered that no
drawback, since he was in prosperous circumstances andgwil pay six hundred
francs for the charming little bride. The marriage fas#is lasted a week, friends
showered blessings upon the bride and the bridegroom, whonnwally pleased with
each other, and all seemed to augur well for the future.

But, as in the old fairy story, no one had reckonedhemtachinations of the bad
fairy who soon presented herself in the form of thesggrandmother. The old lady
strongly objected to the match on the ground that a shsr aast on the family by Fati-
ma's being married before her elder sister, Hanani,
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who was not so good-looking and had consequently been passeoyahe professional
matchmakers. She vowed to separate the young couple byirfigzahle works of Satan”
over them, which in plain English means, exercising sgré&ut | will tell the story as |
heard it from the mother.

Five weeks after the wedding the old woman contrived td seesetly into the
bride's room and sprinkle over it a powder possessing therpaf casting an evil spell
over those she wished to injure, and, to make her worke mfficacious, she further
wrapped a knife with evil charms and hid it amongst theegroom's clothes. Shortly
after she met the young man, and clutching him by the amshaep eyes gleaming from
between the folds of her veil, she hissed: "Know, &,ntdat | have bewitched thee and
ere long thou shalt be separated from thy bride!" Onriegtéhe house that evening, he
complained that he felt as though in a furnace. It waslé& mght and the family were
shivering, but he kept casting off one garment after anoéixetaiming that the awful
heat was unendurable and that he was surely bewitched.

This went on evening after evening for a whole week untitldéddared that he
could stand it no longer, and could only rid himself of hisesings by a divorce. Before
the kadi he explained that he had nothing against the girtheir family, who had
always treated him with great kindness, but he was ut#gemfluence of sorcery and
must be
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divorced. And this statement was accepted as perfeetdpnable. What astonished me
the most was, that the bride's parents exonerated dmdi blame. As the mother said,
"l loved him as my own son, but he could not help ithéTold woman had worked the
works of Satan over him, and how could he escape?

This incident shows not only the slender nature of the aggriies but also the
immense power whiclsuperstitionexercises over the mind. It seems to be part of a
Moslem woman's very nature, and largely influences all ifefrbm the cradle to the
grave.

Beware, when visiting an Arab woman, of too greatly aohmiher tiny baby,
however engaging it may be! Such admiration would suaéhact "the evil eye," and
then woe to the little one! The safest course afanrant Roumi (Christian) is merely to
glance at her little child and say, "Mabrouk™ (May itldest).

Is there iliness in the house, a message is firstteetite "degaz" (soothsayer),
who writes a magic paper, encloses it in a leathsg,cand sends it to the sick one with
directions to fasten it on the head, arm, etc., acugtd the part affected.

Another favorite remedy is to pour a little watato a basin on which passages
from the Koran are written, and then either drink or &atlth it as the disease may
appear to require.

These powerful remedies failing to restore health,
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the invalid is next taken to the tomb of some celebr&aiht.” There, offerings are made
and prayers recited. A favorite resort in Tunis is thevid of Sidi Abdallah, situated just
outside the city wall. Here a black cock is sacrificad a little of its blood sprinkled on
the neck, elbow, and knee of the sufferer on whosalbitlis offered.

Before our house stands a Zawia (saint's tomb), ultonor of a female saint,
and at this tomb one day stood an Arab woman, knocking gartitye door and crying in
piteous tones, "O lady! Heal me, for | am very ilhdve giddiness in my head! | am very
weak! Do heal me!" The poor creature calling in helorgnce on a dead saint not only
moves the heart to pity but also creates in the mndrader as to who these saints may
be, and what has led to their being thus honored.

Let me give you a sketch of a noted dervish, or saint, as just passed away. |
first saw Sidi Ali Ben Jaber some years ago seatdbm of a cafe in the Halfouine—
the quarter where the late Bey had built him a househiBgide were native musicians
making a discordant noise, while at intervals the holy mas bellowing like a mad bull.
Securing a corner of a doorstep, | managed to peep avauthounding crowd and my
curiosity was rewarded by the sight of a decrepit, fitldy man, his bald pate encircled
by scant grizzled hair and unadorned by the usual fezHiasole covering was a dirty
cotton shirt, open at the neck and de-
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scending no lower than the knees. But what a shirt! Asgk of saintliness, it had not
left his body for years, but had gradually increased irkti@ss, for when sufficiently
caked with accumulations of filth and snuff, a clegte of calico had been sewn over it.
This had been covered by successive layers as requitddf tmjust possible that the
initiated might have been able to determine the agheoivearer by the concentric rings
of his garment!

Sidi Ali was not always, however, thus seated in stdeewould, from time to
time, parade the Halfouine, stopping occasionally to demagit,avhich was seldom
refused. Stories are told of swift judgments overtakiofgl BMoslems who slighted the
wish of the holy man, and equally thrilling accounts ofieance from peril to the
Faithful who granted his desire.

Sidi Ali Ben Jaber once met another Arab, Sidi Banalt, dragged him into a
neighboring shop and insisted on his buying a large and axpdrieck of marble with
which to embellish the "saint's" house, for that happeadaetthe holy man's craze for
the time. On his way home Sidi Ben Faraji had to pastemua bridge, which fell,
severely crushing his left arm, and now was apparent theevof his gift to the holy
man; for had he refused to buy the marble as requebtetyitige would assuredly have
fallen, not on his arm only, but on his whole body, hedvould have
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become a shapeless mass. Our "Halfouine saint" wastso@s in a violent state of
mind. Then, as he approached, the butchers would quickly Iieie meat, the
confectioners' display of cakes became suddenly scantye wthier shops appeared
equally bare.

The "saint" might enter a shop, turn the contertts tihe street, and work general
havoc; the owner not daring to say him nay, but cheristiiaghope of recompense in
Heaven to atone for present loss. In cases of illri&ds Ali would be taken to the house
of the sick one, and his presence was said invariablging blessing and relief.

He is also said to have foretold the introductionlettic trams, but this appears
to have been only thought of when they had already nhesleappearance in the city.

For months the poor old man had been growing feebler, rartdei month of
January last he passed away. His death caused generaingoamd lamentation, many
women weeping bitterly. The corpse was escorted to theque and thence to the
cemetery by various sects displaying colored silk banrardlazoned with Koran
verses. Crowds pressed round the bier fighting for a ehahseizing it for a moment
and thus securing "merit" in heaven, and it was onlyrang force of police which
prevented the whole being upset. Fumes of incense filedir, dervishes swayed in
their wild chants till one and the other fell exhausted
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when the tomb was finally reached the bier was brokem fragments and distributed
amongst eager claimants from amongst the thirty thmlisdoslems assembled.

Such, dear readers, is a Moslem saint, and their nanegion. It is by the
intercession of such as these that the superstitiops twobtain earthly and heavenly
benefits, and it is at the shrines of such as thesetlte poor Moslem women come, in
the dark days of trouble, to pour out their hearts and sediefp and blessing.

Some time ago one of my schoolgirls asked me to go antegesister, who had
been brought from a neighboring village seriously ill. @aching the house | found a
young woman of about eighteen stretched on a matbresse floor, and sitting by her
side, her husband, who was at least fifty years of @be.poor creature was in great
suffering and evidently too ill for any simple remedy, | called in the help of a French
lady doctor, who kindly came and prescribed for her.

On going to the house next day, great was my surprifiaddhat the medicine
ordered had not been given, and the surprise gave plaugdigoation when | discovered
that the family firmly believed that the whole troull@s caused by an evil spirit which
had taken possession of the young wife, and that thie dleeep, tied up in the courtyard,
had been placed there in the hope that the demon wou pyanhabit the body of the
animal and
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might thus be induced to leave its present abode. Poor ybingy She died not long
after, but her friends to this day believe that theyadlidn their power to help her, and
her death could not have been averted since it way sleeleed

The veil that shrouds the Moslem home life in Tunis besn raised and my
readers have had a peep at its sadder side, but it is pegpaThe farther one penetrates
the more intolerable its noisome atmosphere becoDw=eit and lying are so prevalent
that a mother questions the simplest statements @vire son, and | have seen a mistress
insist on a servant swearing on the Koran before wbeld accept his word.
Demoralizing conversation is freely indulged in before thddren, till their minds
become depraved to such an extent that in our school wie ot allow the girls to tell
each other stories or even ask riddles because of itiescent character; and bad
language, even from the little ones, was a thing witltlvianie constantly had to contend.

And now we, to whom God has given so much light and so rpawyjeges, are
brought face to face with the problem, What can be donkelp our Mohammedan
sisters to lift the burdens which mar the happiness afauy lives?

In the first place it seems to me a necessity titatman'seyes should be opened
to see the true condition of affairs from a Westernhetter stilla Christian,standpoint,
and should realize the larger
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amount of domestic happiness he, himself, is losing. Andhthigs be done by education
and the free intercourse with Christian families, Wwhigll give him an insight into the
joys of their home circles.

As was before hinted, European education is alreadyatilig the intelligence
of the upper classes and slowly extending its leavenirgeimde among the masses.
There is an increasing desire, not only that the bogsildhreceive a good French
education, but that the girls should share its benef@sTennyson's words in the mouth
of King Arthur have a new significance:—

"The old order changeth, giving place to new,
And God fulfils Himself in many ways."

But this change cannot be accomplished in a day, nor withetruggle between
the old and new systems. This may be illustrated byrarsiiag scene | once witnessed.

| was one day sitting in the house of a wealthy Arab sghmind had been
enlarged by travelling in many lands. His eldest daughter wa®bthe very few Arab
girls I have met who could read and write Arabic beallyifi was accustomed to give
her French lessons, and she was at that momenteiropiposite room across the
courtyard, taking a lesson from a Jewish music master mew piano lately sent by her
fiance.

Suddenly two servant girls rushed into the room exclaimi8gli'Mohammed is
coming! Here
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is Sidi Mohammed!" The grandfather, the head of tineilfa was at the door, and great
would be his wrath should he see his granddaughter learnisig,nand above all from a
man. Fortunately the old gentleman, being somewhat infirmujccmot quickly descend
from his carriage although assisted by his two men-sesyvaatthat by the time he made
his appearance the music master was simply hidden emayiny inner room and the
whole family assembled in the courtyard; ready withfyse salutations, welcomes, and
kissing of hands, to conduct him to one of the principattapants,notthat in which the
Jew was imprisoned. | have often wondered how long tie lasted, and whether the
musician was as fortunate as myself in being soon aliledt a retreat.

Yes! the people are ripe for education—but is therears®rious danger in giving
them education and educationly? Is it not to be feared that with minds enlightened to
see the errors of Mohammedanism, they will cast otbatsds only to become entangled
in the meshes of atheism and become a nation of 'ienseurs,” so that having escaped
the rocks of Scylla they find themselves engulfed inthglpool of Charybdis?

My second illustration represents a poor Arab womanriagtex saint's tomb,
over the portal of which is written: "He (God) opens tloors. Open to us (O Lord) the
best door!" And with my Christian readers | would pleaat they would do
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all in their power both by prayer and by effort, that ehihe doors of education and
progress are being thrown wide to these Moslems, &t 8oor—the door of the
Gospel—may be opened also, so that they too may knowldheus liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free.
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“‘NOT DEAD, ONLY DRY”

"IT is useless to plant anything: the earth is dead."” 'lNis, not dead, it is only
dry."

"But I tell you, it is dead. In summer the earth isae/ dead: see here." And the
Arab who spoke stooped and picked up a rock-like clod, thdtadehewn with his
pickaxe from the trench at his feet. It looked dead enaegtainly; the Algerian soil in
August is much the same in texture as a well-troddemnaighBut it is only waiting.

"It is the very same earth that it is in winter,'eplied; "all it wants is water, and
water you must give it."

With an Oriental's laconic patience, though all unconvinted, man went on
with the digging of his trench, and the planting theadiacacia clippings to make a new
thorn hedge where it had been broken down.

And with a new hope in God my own words came back tasneturned away.
"It is not dead: it is only dry."

For of all the soils in the world our Moslem soil ihglers seems the most barren,
while friend and foe repeat the same words: "It is usdleglant anything: the earth is
dead."
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But in the face of both—in the face of the hosts akdass who take up the
words and fling them at us with a stinging taunt—we affmrfaith:
"No, it is not dead. It is only dry."

Dry: that we know sorrowfully well; it cannot be othése: It is dry soil because
Islam has come nearer doing "despite to the Spigrade” than any other religion; it is,
as has been truly said, the one anti-Christian,félitéh one of openly avowed enmity to
the Cross of Christ, the one that deliberately tresiphder foot the Son of God.

It is dry also because in the religion itself thereomething searing, blighting, as
with a subtle breath of hell. This is true of the kmméhere it has laid hold, and true of the
hearts,—it is dry.

Dry soil, NOT dead soil. If you were out here in Algieand could see and know
the people, you would say so too. The next best thing igrg pou some of their faces
to look at that you may judge whether the possibilitieelgone out of them yet or not:
women faces and girl faces, for it is of these thatite. Will you spend five minutes of
your hours to-day in looking—ijust looking—at them, till yheave sunk down into your
heart? ARE they the faces of a dead people? Do yownosewterial for Christ if they had
a chance of the Water of Life? These are realdiviomen, living to-day, unmet by Him.

To begin with, the first glance will show their in-


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

CN DEAD, ONLY DRY" 91

telligence. Get an average ignorant Englishwomaneptasant class to repeat a Bible
story that she has never heard before. She will dalyember one or two salient facts.
Go up to a mountain village here and get a group of wometadinto them, and choose
one of them to repeat to the others what you have ¥aid will feel after a sentence or
two that your Arabic was only English put into Arabic wqorlders is sparkling with racy
idiom. More than that, she is making the stbwe before her hearers: a touch of local
color here—a quaint addition there. It is all aglowdAhis a woman who has sat year
after year in her one garment of red woollen drapemykiog meals and nursing children,
with nothing to stimulate any thoughts beyond the day's need.

And their powers of feeling: do their faces look ahédge have been crushed out
by a life of servitude? Not a bit of it. No European who haslived among them can
have any idea of their intensity: love, hate, grieign by turns, Anger and grief can take
such possession of them as to bring real illness trthage and undiagnosable kind. We
have known such cases to last for months; not unfrelyudney end fatally; and more
than one whom we have met has gone stone-blind wyihgefor a dead husband who
probably made things none too easy while he lived.

And then their will power: the faces tell of that tdthe women have far more
backbone than
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their menkind, who have been indulged from baby-hood; slisbinol of suffering has not
been in vain. In the beautiful balance of God's jusafldhat man has taken from them in
outward rights has been more than made up in the @sabfi endurance and sacrifice
that stand, fire-tried, in their character.

And down beyond these outward capacities, how about thieirsature? It may
be hard to believe at home, but it is a fact thatgsshe parched ground of August is the
very same as the fertile earth of spring, so theses soalthe very same as other souls.
God is "the God of the spirits of all flesh." "He Inahade of one blood all the inhabitants
of the earth." For IMPRESSIONABLENESS on the Diviide, they are as quick as in
enlightened lands: | think, quicker. It is only that asrsas the impression is made "then
cometh the devil" with an awful force that is only ndxeginning to be known in
Christian countries, and there is not enough of they Kgirit's power to put him to
flight. There will be when the showers come!

As yet the soil is dry: the womenkind are a host ckéal-up possibilities for
good and sadly free possibilities for evil.

The dark side lies in untrueness born of constantdetire consequence of every
trifling act, moral impurity that steeps even the childremld jealousy that will make
them pine away and die if a rival baby comes. Their mgn@ rife with superstition and
fertile in intrigue.
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And while all this has full play, unchecked and unheedetlatient capacities for
serving God and man are wasting themselves in uselespressed down by the weight
of things. There is something very pathetic in watchingféieng brain-power of the
girls. Until fourteen or fifteen years they are Itigquick at learning; but then it is like a
flower closing, so far as mental effort goes, and gbere is the complaint: "I cannot get
hold of it, it goes from me." Once grown up, it is pairttukee the labor with which they
learn even the alphabet. Imagination, perception, poetnain, and resourcefulness for
good and evil, but apart from God's grace, solid brain powes. dtrobably in the
unexplored question of heredity lies the clue; for at #ue for generations the sorrows
and cares of married life have come and stopped mind deweidgill the brain has lost
its power of expansion as womanhood conies on. Lifetenafver, in more senses than
one, before they are twenty.

The story comes before me of three warm-hearted maiiddo a few years ago
belonged to our girls’ class: the eldest came but seldomshe was toiling over
shirtmaking for the support of her mother and sister. 3ister and a friend made up the
trio.

Their mothers were "adherents"—we had hoped at one M@IRE than
adherents, but compromise was already winning the dagatighters had
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open hearts towards the Lord, all of them in a child-lkay.

Where are they now?

They came to marriageable age, and Moslem etiquette edaqinat they should
marry. We begged the mothers to wait a while and seenfe Christian lads were not
forthcoming: but no, fashion binds as much in a Moslem tas/iin the West End of
London.

The eldest girl was carried out fainting from her homebe the wife of a
countryman. He was good to her: his mother became mealbyus. Within two years the
bride fell into a strange kind of decline; when deatheéimere were symptoms showing
that it was from slow poison.

The second to marry was the little friend. At her weddeast those who had
forced the marriage on, drugged her with one of theiibterbrain-poisons. The spell
worked till she could not bear the sight of us, an@dhaind denounced Christ.

It wore itself out after a few months and light andelarept back. We went away
for the summer. Before we returned she had been putath g her husband. Through
the delirium of the last day and night her one intdllgcry was "Jesus"; so the broken-
hearted mother told us. She was an only child.

The third is still alive, a mere girl. She has beerodigd twice already from
drunken, dissolute hus-
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bands. Long intervals of silent melancholy come upen Imtense and dumb, like
threatening brain-trouble. She was playful as a kitienears ago.

Poor little souls—crushed every one of them at sixteesewenteen under the
heel of Islam. Do you wonder that we do not considan ilevating creed?

And yet they have gone under without tasting the bittedesgs of a native
woman's cup; for (save a baby of the eldest girl's wha lor@y a few weeks) there were
no children in the question. And the woman's deepest anpeigins where they are
concerned. For divorce is always hanging over her hEael birth of a daughter when a
son had been hoped for, an illness that has become a ibtided bit of caprice or
counter-attraction on the husband's part—any of thesgdmnay mean that he will "tear
the paper" that binds them together, and for eight fraresadi will set him free. This
means that the children will be forced from the moted knocked about by the next
wife that comes on the scene; and the mother-hethguffer a constant martyrdom from
her husband if only divorce can be averted. The Algesamen may claim the boys till
seven and the girls till ten or twelve; the countrymem have no claim after the little life
becomes independent of them for existence.

Look at the awful and fierce sadness of this faceentike a wild creature than a
woman! She has

! See illustration opposite page 294.
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probably been tossed from home to home until she istiefhded, or wrecked on rocks
of unspeakable sin and shame: for that is how it ends, agdiagain.

Turn from her: we cannot have her to be the last. Looée more at a girl,
untroubled as yet. If you want to see what the womeiddoei if but the social yoke of
Islam were loosed from their shoulders, study the littedens upon whom it has not yet
come. Take one of them if you can get hold of her—ewv&n@d one, as this one may be
with all her soft grace—let her expand for a few weekarnatmosphere of love and
purity. Watch the awakening: it is as lovely a thing as yaulccwish to see, outside the
kingdom of God.

And if this budding and blossoming can come with the poor watef human
love, what could it be with the heavenly showers, inrtiméracle-power of drawing out
all that there is in the earth that they visit. Oh thpacities that are there! The solil is
"only dry."

And in the very fact of its utter dryness lies our claippn God. "I will make the
shower to come down in his season; there shall be sh@ivbtessing," is His promise.
The "season" for the showers in these southern lantse time of utmost drought. It is
not in July when the gold lingers in the grass, but ipt&aber when the tangle of the
spring has sunk to ashen gray, ready to crumble at a-tatichthen that we know the
rains are
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nearing. God's "season" comes when all has gone dosesair.
So we look round on our Moslem field, and triumph in thendss that is so like
death, for it shows that we need not have long to. wait

But a great fight is fought overhead in the natural woudhere before the rains
are set free: the poor dry lands seem to wrestlensigéhe one thing that they need.
Before the clouds burst there will come days—weeks, pertedpsind on—of fierce
sirocco, hurling them back as they try to gather. Sonestithey seem on the point of
breaking, and a few drops may get through the heavy air bdoek go the clouds, leaving
the brassy glare undimmed. On the fight goes, and @dis harder and harder, till
suddenly the victory is won. The south wind drops, or stoftthe west, and the clouds,
laden now with their treasure, mass themselves irdlseé then the wind wheels to the
east and gets behind them, and in an hour or less, uadgsibey are overhead;
unresisted, the windows of heaven are opened, and the ragsaown in floods with a
joyful splash, drenching the earth to its depths, antingato life every hidden po-
tentiality.

A fight like that lies before us in the lands ofasl. It has begun even now; for we
have seen again and again the clouds gather and sweptdaadkgla few drops at best,
and these often quickly
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dried. They are not yet full of rain, so they do nopgnthemselves upon the earth.

And it is not from this side that they can be storeds not the thirsty earth that
can fill them. They travel from afar, where oceawver,i and lake can breathe their vapors
upward, swept unseen by the wind that bloweth where itHistetthe parched places.
We need you, in the far-off, Spirit-watered landsttwresthe showers. You may be but a
road-side pool, but your prayer-breath may go up to be mgathe God's clouds and
break in His "plentiful rain." When the clouds are fdi¢ will still the sirocco blast of
evil that fights it back, and it will come down withetlsudden swift ease that marks the
setting in of the rains here, year by year.

Do we believe that each heaven-sent prayer bringslthe-burst nearer? That
one last cry of faith, somewhere, will set it frd®@ we act as if we believed it? Shall we
give ourselves to hasten it?

And when it comes, we shall see the latent possilsilii@ake, and the latent
powers assert themselves, and the people of Moslemrasnnhen and women, show
what they can be and do for Him and in His kingdom. #ank God, they are not dead
lands, they are "only dry."
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LIGHT IN DARKEST MOROCCO

THE factors in a Moorish woman's life are largely #thad her Moslem sisters
everywhere; excepting as exaggerated by the absence oigiiicor French influence.
In Morocco we have the rugged path Mohammed allotted sesipainfully adhered to,
and any European influence of other lands conspicuous bybsesnee. The lack of
education, inability to read, undeveloped powers of thoughdduhrthrough the
generations of thirteen centuries, are at least notrledséy time or weakened by
heredity.

The families in which daughters are allowed to reademeand far between: just
an occasional one among high-class government officiak,favorite daughter here and
there who is destined to support herself and relatives lopitepthe few privileged to
learn among the rising generation. The little girl gddem welcomed at birth. It is a
calamity she was not a boy. A few years of haledem for the town-child and hasty
neglect for the village maiden. Many a better-class amenters her home as a bride, in
the carriage which so carefully conceals her, andsge®ur white-
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washed walls for the remainder of her days, nor letheis monotony until carried out in

her coffin. What uplifting or educating influences does tlaeebwindowless abode

(opening only to the central court of the home) exerd¥e’hear betimes of the wish to
remove the veil and allow more liberty to woman. lorbtco she is hardly ready for the
change, but needs educating and preparing, ere, with prognétyrue modesty, she can
take her rightful place.

Divorce is fearfully common and easy. Plurality oves is an awful curse. The
chief features of home-life are quarrels, intrigues,ngited poisonings, and rankling
bitternesses.

Slavery is more common than in other countries sor nha borders of
civilization, and the possession of these human deatenotes the measure of worldly
prosperity. Occasionally they find a kindly master, butye often, are inhumanly treated
and regarded as so much property. We are frequently urgeehatahe slave for illness
and so increase her market value, while the wife, or winesy suffer unnoticed and
unassisted.

The Moorish woman has little part in religious lifeheShas no merits or
opportunity of attaining such, unless she be a well-knéimeal descendant of their
prophet. Very few learn the prescribed form of Mosleny@raand fewer still use them.
Once and again we find one going through the positions of pasageaccompanying set
phrases.
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These women are usually the most difficult to de#thvaind least ready for the hearing of
the Gospel. One of them, during a medical visit, drewphayer mat to a distance lest |
defile it and closed her ears with her fingers to shtimuwords. Undoubtedly theery
best and ofteronly, way of reaching them is through the dispensary.

Their lives centre largely round the three annual feastpreparation for and
enjoyment of them. Every birth, circumcision, weddidgath, and even serious iliness, is
an opportunity, for those allowed sufficient freedom,réceive and pay visits, feast,
enjoy the accompanying minstrels, appear in their most gorgkess and criticise that
of others. Meanwhile they engage in empty and profidessersation, which too often
passes into the injurious both for body and soul, of goaimd old, hostess and guests.
Much attention is paid to fashion, and Moorish etiquettadt to be lightly treated or
easily fulfilled.

Some of the women figure in the weird orgies of religisects of a private and
public character. Their wild, dishevelled, and torn prominent in the Satanic dance
of the Aisowia Derwishes, and they vie with the meiits frenzied freaks, falling finally
exhausted to the ground, unable to rise. But this classmfttely is not numerous. | was
visiting in one of these houses last year in Fez. Tdweimants were strangers and had
come pleading me to relieve one in very acute pain. rhesa
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phere of the room hung heavily over me, | knew not whyintaiky colloquial Gospel, |
spoke of Christ and asked to read. A blank refusal weaankwer. Then the storm broke
and during my second visit | had to rise and leave, asgemynunion with Christ and the
impossibility of having me or my drugs without the messageyMaster and Saviour.
They have since been, when the violent pain returfedding for relief, but not again
inviting to their house. Such uncanny sense of the imreegi@sence of the evil one, |
have never experienced, as when under their roof, natdweish to again. It was an
intense relief to breathe freely in the open air aféeds. Yet two of our recent converts,
and one of them among the most promising, have belongdtde followers of Satan!
Their wild hair is now neatly braided and they aret@dtand in their right minds, sitting
with their converted sisters to learn more of Jesddifimg up voices in prayer to Him.

Female slaves, from the far Soudan, are betimes amambitterest and loudest
opponents during Gospel teaching. They have more couragehthamistresses and are
more outspoken. Yet, even among them, we have seerbleothanges. One,
exceptionally well-taught and able to quote the Koran, mmet first with loud
contradiction in her Fez home. Frequent attendance ramedical mission wrought a
marvellous change. Open opposition first ceased. Thewakeaing, and at
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least intellectual, acceptance of the vital truths ofisBianity and readiness to explain
them to newcomers. When she had to follow her mastdére south, we were conscious
of losing a friend and helper. She took with her a Goapel was followed by our
prayers.

Classes for sewing, reading, and singing are importatbrfa@as means of
reaching the women and girls. The first of my four yeairshe Tulloch Memorial
Hospital, Tangier, brought me in contact with a mogtresting woman. Many years she
had been under Mrs. Mensink's teaching and otherwise hagnkthe missionaries. A
gradual awakening was manifest, until, during that year, whemith pneumonia, |
found her apparently trusting Jesus. One difficulty hedifiter, she was ignorant, could
not even read, and her teachers told her Jesus waken8bh of God;—must they not
know best? A few days before her death she joyousiyna of a dream she had had and
assured me her last doubt had gone. In it Jesus appearedatadh@ioclaimed Himself
the Son of God. No after-cloud damped her joy. The deathalas that of a consistent
Christian. Her relatives would not own it and buried &®& Moslem in their own ceme-
tery, with her face towards Mecca.

This year, in one of our inland cities, not a few memldrsewing classes have
simply trusted Christ for salvation and now meet faypr and instruction with their
leaders. A native women's
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prayer meeting has been formed, where each of thesearexerts takes part and learns
to pray. Several also have been led to Jesus through é¢dée&cah mission and the
visitation of their homes.

An instance of earnest simplicity in prayer occurresbim own home. We had
spoken to a convert about prayer. She said, "I am totod&hrn and too ignorant!" The
following day when asked, she replied: "Oh, yes, | ptays morning." "And what did
you say?" "Well, | did not know at first, but then rejgehthe only prayer | knew, the
first chapter of the Koran, and at the end added, ‘imtmae and for the sake of the Lord
Jesus,' and | thoughte would understand it and fill in for me all | had beeistaken in
or unable to tell Him." He truly did so, for since thiate the dear old woman has learned
to pray. Grasping my hand after one native prayer inggethe said, "Oh, to think of it!
three of us praying together in the name of Jesus; tifrae believing in Him." These
were, her married daughter, an only son, and herselfoDinese converts of last spring
had typhus fever a few months later and passed iet®tésence of Him whom she had
learned to love. Another is nearing her end and wonders kéhyarries so long in
coming to take her to be with Himself.

One day's journey from Tangier on mule-back, livesfilse woman | ever heard
pray; consistently she seeks to tell others the kitle knows. A lady
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missionary, since departed, lived with her a fort-nighthe early days of the North

African Mission. She dates her conversion from thietand, without any resident

missionary since, dependent only upon the teaching of al&ésg® or weeks during an

itinerating visit, she still knows and can explain toepshthat "the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin." Nearly all of this year's muaus converts are the result of much
seed-sowing and the patient labors of long years past,gativered by prayer into the

fold. Not a few of the sowers have passed to their néwathout seeing the harvest

which should be.

We have found medical work a powerful handmaid to awakéesrast in the
Gospel story. To our great grief, however, the contimadical unrest, due largely to
the presence of the Pretender and rising of the trilo@s fime to time, during the past
four years, has almost closed up this highly useful evestigednd Christ-like work.

The Northern rebellion would have ceased long ago reg@rdgsent Sultan honest
and energetic soldiers and leaders. Few, howevenngervious to foreign gold; and no
one trusts another, unless he pay well for the intenesis affairs. The Sultan is a
pleasant and enlightened person, but unable to cope witsutiounding lawlessness
single-handed. Many a tale of bribery and wrong reacked he wild tribes know no
other fear than that of seeing turbulent skulls and liebsl
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heads hanging upon the city gates. We went down to dtezykars ago, a few weeks
after the violent and sad death of our dear friend andhdaroiir. Cooper. His only crime

in the eyes of the violent tribesman, his murderer, thas of being a foreigner. Two
weeks after our arrival in the city, Consuls orderedigmers to the coast. We had to
obey. Six weeks were spent in Tangier and then agaireturned to our scene of labor,
the large out-patient dispensary which treated oveeal&wusand cases last year and so
reached between two hundred and one hundred and fifty ketlisbspel on Women's
mornings, every day.

Two years ago orders again came to pack up and prepare fayeewies. The
storm blew over and since then the main roads have fraetcally safe for ordinary
traffic and merchandise. Even the foreigner can sctake his place in any caravan
without fear of ill.

Raisuli's capture of European and American citizens fetages alarmed many,
but he had sought the Government's recognition of his la&idship, and when
refused, wrongly determined to claim the same by forbe. strong hand with which he
now controls those wild tribes under his jurisdictiprgves his ability to govern. His jus-
tice, if semi-barbarous, is certainly ahead of thahost of his fellow Kaids. He reversed
the decision of a Moorish tribunal which had wrung franpoor widow her lawful
property, restoring that which
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had been unlawfully taken. A few such men in the highestes would soon bring order
out of chaos and strength to the throne. The Engistsionary has had the great
advantage of being favorably received by the people oruatod his or her nationality.
It stood, to them, for integrity, strength, and honor.a¥élkier changes may have taken
place during the last four years to lessen this trusein Bngland has still much favor
with the majority. Hers were the pioneer-missioesrifor where no man would have
been trusted or allowed to reside, her lady workers paeetr Before any resident
Consul, Miss Herdman and her companions went to Féz@ammenced medical work.
She won her way into the hearts of the people andli®singly remembered. It was her
work which Mr. Cooper had taken up for a few short yeatenso suddenly snatched
from it by a lawless fanatic's hand. The seed sown kg and faithfully has lain
dormant. Just a few, one here and there, gatheredhmtfmid; native converts prepared
for colportage work; the building of a foundation on the RGbrist Jesus. But to those
who followed her has been granted to see the increaddyegyin to reckon, even, on the
"hundredfold."”

The coast towns have ever been more accessible fordgners; yet alas, where
the foreigner is LEAST known the native is most @ne, courteous, and hospitable.
The average colonist, or even tourist, seldom recomméedsihgdom of God,
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and the native points to the drink traffic, so opposeddadiigious views, and asks how
that is included in the Christian country's commercecam$umption!

Thus, the farther removed frosuchChristian influence the greater the freedom
for Gospel work. Tangier was first opened; Hope Housegbaipartial gift to the North
African Mission.

At first both men and women were treated here, butgtieat desirability of
conforming to Moorish rules of life led to the opening of @rién's Hospital in the
town. Here | did one year's out-patient work during the alesehthe efficient and inde-
fatigable lady doctor—Miss Breeze—in England. These wargely the ploughing,
seed-sowing days. Since then several have professed conv€@si, on returning to her
village home, was bitterly persecuted and finally, to esdaj¢h, had to flee by night to
her former teachers and with them find refuge. Sorae do five of the elder girls in the
Moorish orphanage came out boldly on the Lord's side.td@&ehing of girls has been a
prominent feature of the work in that city.

Larache, two days down the coast by mule, was pernigiragened many years
later, some medical and class work being done, with hmukeuse visitation. Mr. and
Mrs. Taylor, our Scotch friends, are independent workers.

El Kaar, six hours inland from Larache and two days fraangier by mule, is
worked from the
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former by the North Africa Mission, and five Americdady workers of the Gospel
Union Mission do good house to house service in thd litwn. Its inhabitants are
unusually genial and receptive; these are days of seeagof@r the harvest is not yet.
Women's and girls' classes are also held, and prayesslkad for a few already deeply
interested. Some very happy days have | spent working@ioorish friends there.

House to house visitation is essentially for the wamBmey are always "at
home,"” and to them we definitely go since they caseddom come to us. Classes have
already been a prominent feature of the work in Fed,gather larger numbers than is
usual in the mother towns. This city of some one hundretlfifty thousand inhabitants
has been the residence of the Sultan and his courthéorpast four years. It is
consequently very full and affords splendid opportunities,ngateen so freely opened
up by the large medical mission established there.

Early in the year, a mother and her daughter said td\We have been loved into
HEAVEN, we have seen the love of Jesus in care and hedlingg our sickness, we
take Him now as Savior for our souls." These are livingssently for Him now. Two
years ago a prominent theological professor asked meeirsttieet for medicine. |
directed him to the medical mission. To the surpriselldie came often, listened quietly
from the first, and, ere long, became a decided Chmistlzss wife, a noble
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woman 6herifg, is now reading the Gospel with him, saying, "Yes, | belithat which
is written, but, oh! | do want to remainsherifd" Not yet can she count all things but
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christudeger Lord.

In an inland town in Morocco, where a number of worhad professed faith in
Christ, the question of baptism arose; two were wishimgtf How could they brave its
publicity? One woman had been baptized privately in Tanfper, even of the mis-
sionaries, knew beforehand it was to take place—so kittente her relatives opposed to
the Gospel. The rite had not been publicly received byNogrish woman heretofore.
After some eighteen months of constant teaching ipgvegion, these two sisters were
ready to brave all danger and opposition, and despiteffaltts to foil their purpose,
passed through the waters of baptism unveiled beforagtembled native church and
foreign missionaries, and that as bravely and modasthny Englishwoman would have
done. This was a terrible blow to the devil. He had foughirageously to avert the
calamity to his kingdom, but God heard continued and eapnageér that a first public
stand be thus taken for Him. The blow has fallen uporptiveers of darkness and this
great triumph in women's work been gained for Him. They Howak the bread and
drink the wine" with their converted husbands and frieasil He come.” One of them
received such a spiritual
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impetus after the step as to make us fearful lest Hdnéss endanger life. She brought a
formerly bigoted relative and said, "Teach her, pray Wweh she is near the Kingdom!"
And so it proved, for that day she "entered in." Wheadireg the colloquial Gospel of
Luke in one of the highest Government houses, the rewasknade to me, "Why, this is
the book and this the story we heard from Miss McArthuvlorocco city!"

Some of our native colporteurs work with our Scotch Hyegt and thus is
Christian unity cemented. Dr. Kerr and his fellow-wogkbave a strong medical mission
in Rakat and a similar one was carried on by the Noftltak Mission in Casablanca,
until the recent death of Dr. Grieve.

Tetuan has long maintained its vigorous out-patient dispersargessful visiting
in the homes, and numerous classes. Mention shouldirdgrbe made of the great
impetus given to labors among Moorish women by the puldicadf a Moroccan
colloquial version of Luke. With so few female readensd the majority of men even,
insufficiently educated to understand the magnificent idals$ranslation into Arabic,
one within the grasp of every man, woman, and child wgsnily needed.

Our American brethren have hitherto published only the Gosplelilad, which
has been so well received, but they hope soon to hapent other portions, which are
eagerly looked for.

You say, "We have heard only of encouraging
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cases, bright prospects, and ingathering; we thought itnataso in Moslem lands and
especially among their women." Perhaps it has non,baed even now, only the
beginning of early harvest is in the reaping. Thank God, rdgrdneat-garnering has yet
to follow, and those who have labored longest and &ssest fruit will yet divide the
spoil. Undoubtedly there are rejecters of the Cro3wist, and His bitterest enemies are
surely under the Crescent's sway. At the same time thdremendous encouragement
for hearts and laborers who can "afford to wait" angeHaarned to pray.

Only twice in our vast crowded city (though making from ®ixeight hundred
visits in the homes yearly) have | been refused libertgpeak for Jesus and NEVER
been denied admittance. There are six sisters in Fez dwsngdrk from house to house,
but HUNDREDS of homes await us which we are utterlyblsnéo enter. ONE life is so
short where the need is so great, and open doors aneepnt@nd. Most of our fellow
missionaries in other stations would plead in the saorels. Doors, doors, but how can
we enter them? At present the people inland are hardpapré for the qualified lady
doctor. In the bulk of instances where her skill isstnorgently needed, she would be
refused. Miss Breeze, in Tangier, has patiently ladbarel trained the women to trust her
and submit to the necessary operations.

Away from the coast a similar patience and train-
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ing are necessary to prepare the female sex for heahlal assistance. At present the
trained nurse has the fullest scope, and the limiteeopowers represent the willingness
of the people for medical work. Sad, indeed, are thosgrnnes wherein a little as-
sistance would undoubtedly save life, but is refused fimamk on the plea "if the patient
subsequently died the missionary would be accused of muréer.present, no
explanation, no persuasion, can change the fiat. Motawghlike that of the Medes and
Persians, "altereth not." They are, however, veryepigae to the influence of drugs,
and the simplest remedies often work cures which by #remegarded as miracles, and
faith in the "Tabeeba" is proportionately increased.

Colloquial hymns are much valued and a standard hymn-book wolddgbeat
boon. | have taken a small American organ with mesamg) and explained the Gospel in
bigoted and wealthy homes, where reading it would not Heen possible. In two
instances, | took a magic-lantern with me, from tiekesl of which plain teaching was an
easy task. Once it was a wedding festival and friendsdadhered to the feast. Our
hostess had lived some years in England with her merbliaband, but a knowledge of
English life, or even ability to speak its language, by means predisposes to the
reception of the Truth. It certainly was not so in thespnt instance. A few months ago
she said to a fellow missionary, "I know the rightvigh you.
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| well know what | ought to do—leave Mohammed and accepasdebut this would
mean leaving my husband and children—turned out of home anddaflall' | cannot
do it." One sad instance stands for many: a rejected Gospe

| once attended a wealthy and influent&lerifa dying of tuberculosis. No
English consumptive clings to life more tenaciouslyntshe did. Everything was at my
disposal and courtesy lavished until she found therenwasope for her life. Then she
bitterly turned from any word of a Life to come and flumgrself hopelessly upon her
charm-writers and native crudities until past speaktay. husband took a Gospel, and |
heard, sat up into the night and studied its contentsoWeved the volume with prayer.
To-day news reaches me from the field that he hasadiggbhoid fever. Oh! to know he
accepted its truths!

Sometimes those cases where | have given longest astl fraquent medical
attention, have finally been least responsive to ey stf the Cross. In other instances a
single visit awakens interest and the soul goes onfultdight and liberty. Several
homes | have closely visited and watched, hoping to fimdrarance for Christ; but not
until some serious iliness or other calamity comestareccupants sufficiently friendly
to hear of God's love in Christ. The lady worker andstant visitor in her long white
native garment (silham), with veiled face is much sdfamanly speaking, and usually
more
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acceptable than the foreign worker in European dressved Bven been asked to climb
over the roofs into a house within some sacred precwttste infidel foot may not be
known to tread, and one patient was always reached thrbagtable door, as the main
entrance was too near a so-called saint's placenAgeaas asked to see and treat a poor
sufferer, very ill, in the open street, to avoid stagdon their holy ground and defiling
the spot.

Probably all I have written is equally true of any Moslemd. The religion of
Islam knows no progress and has within itself only teenehts of decay. Means for the
propagation of the Gospel will scarcely vary. The hardways depends upon the
consecrated and tactful sister to reach its inma@$ fwithout. These thousands of
homes can only be entered by the multiplication ofitbdesidual worker a hundredfold.

Now is Morocco's day. A few days later and her opporgumitl have passed by
forever. Once broken up, or Europeanized in any way, antzetihations will, perhaps,
"fear the propaganda of the Cross and the distributioth@fBible lest fanatics be
aroused, holy war proclaimed and blood-shed ensue." st tleas they said when Khar-
toum was opened to the merchant, and similarly havagtitoother nations in their
respective colonies. They have not yet learned thatdheerted Moslem is the only one
who can be trusted, and the men will largely be influetgedhat their mothers and
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wives are in the home. They know not as we do, thatme of war, unrest, and danger,
valuables and money are brought to the missionary fqikgeand the place of safety to
the native mind is the mission house. To meet, in any degresting needs, or use
present opportunities for freely distributing and readivg&ospel, teaching its precepts
and hastening Christ's Kingdom in "Sunset land,” we muehg@y re-enforce every
station. Increase the number of missionaries workinder each mission. Send forth
women who have learned how to pray in the home lamd®¢k these poor sheep and
gather them into the one fold and unto the one ShdpfAdre commencement of this
year's unprecedented blessing among women dates back lyriamatisupremely to the
increased spirit of prayer. At first even all the fgreworkers were hardly alive to this,
but persistent prayer won them one by one. Then fotlowe united requests for
individual souls, and these too were granted. The Holgit®pought us in contact with
those hearts within which He was already working, or prepdaarwork, and as a result
the Father was glorified in the Son—souls were saved,na@t alone among the angels,
but even upon earth and amid the Church militant.

These babes in Christ need daily tending and teachindgle<hildren. The work
in the hands of those workers already in the fieldszancely allow any addition, and yet
we PRAYED for these; and
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now who shall feed them? Not only so, some are Iséilting between two opinions,
reading the Word and needing the loving hand to lead theny gt the line; but this
individual care is a big task where women's medical morneags already bring one
hundred and twenty to one hundred and fifty patients.\swe shall unite in the prayer
to the Lord of the Harvest, that He send forth laboirgs His harvest and to some—as
we pray—He will answer, "Go ye!"
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MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN IN THE CENTRAL SOUDAN

THE form of Islam seen in the large centres of poputatiothe Hausa States is
that of a virile, aggressive force, in no sense effeteasrupted by the surrounding
paganism. It has had no rival systems such as Hinduiddudathism to compete with,
and until now has not come into conflict with Chasiity. The distinctive characteristics
of the African have, however, tended to increase serfitsualism and a laxity of morals,
and this has stamped, to a large extent, the attibwlard women and the charactef
women as developed under its system.

Social and moral evils, which may have a thin cloak thrower them in the East
as well as in those lands of Islam in the North ofd&fr are open, and boldly uncovered,
in the Hausa States.

Most of what is written in this chapter refers to theuslh women, who form by
far the greatest number in this country; but it is neagsto write a few lines first about
the Fulani women, who are aliens and of a differentagqmolitical, and racial type.

It is now generally acknowledged that these people
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—Fulanis—originally came from Asia, or at least are Bem

They are the rulers of all this great empire, and lawva hundred years exercised
a tyrannical rule over the Hausas and the pagan peaples they had succeeded in
enslaving before British rule in turn overcame them. Fh&ni women are many of
them olive-colored; some are beautiful and all havesthall features, thin lips, straight
nose, and long straight hair associated with thetissi@he Fulani rulers, following the
Eastern fashion, have large harems and keep their weengisecluded.

The late Emir of Zaria was terribly severe to all people, and cruel to a degree
with any of his wives who transgressed in any way or waspected of unfaithfulness.
In one instance in which a female slave had assistedhe wives to escape, both
being detected, the wife was immediately decapitatedtandlave given the head in an
open calabash and ordered by the Emir to fan the flfeswaftil next night!

| have been admitted into the home of one such fartiig/,home of one of the
highest born of all the Fulani chiefs, saw two of thiges and bowed to them, but the
two little girls of seven and eight years came &t on me. On the whole | was struck
with the cheerful appearance of the wife and the swesstof the two little girls, but the
husband was a particularly nice man, | shdbldk a kind husband,. andkdnowa kind
father.
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| knew one other Fulani lady long after the death ofthusmband, she being about
sixty-five years of age, and a very nice woman in manysw&e told me that her
husband, although of good family, had married only her aadtkiey had been happily
married for over thirty years when he died, and she eathined a widow. | fear,
however, these are exceptional cases and that thewordife of the women of the ruling
Fulani class is a hard one.

| was once sitting in my compound when a well-coverethamled woman came
to see me, with the excuse that she wanted medisftex. some conversation | found it
was trouble that had brought her. She had been for seamne lpved by her husband but
had had no children; so her husband had married anotheandféisliked her now, and
she wanted medicine from me to make him love her again'b®gged me never to
mention that she had come to me, saying that her husbarid eestainly beat her nearly
to death if he knew that she had come out, and much sooifehe knew she had come to
me.

The ease with which all Hausa women, but speciallyethafsthe middle and
lower classes, can obtain divorce for almost angaeaalso the frequency with which
they can obtain redress for cruelty from their husbandbe native courts, gives them
power and a position in the community not to be despisedad for instance, in order
to get a girl of sixteen years in marriage will pay
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her parents a sum of perhaps ten or twelve pounds.atfyafuture time she desires to
leave him and marry another man, she can do so byiggdsefore the native courts that
they have quarrelled and that she no longer wisheseamiith him. But if that is all she
merely gets a paper of divorce and either herself oné&et husband has to refund to the
aggrieved former husband the sum originally paid for Hehowever, she can prove
violence or injury from her husband she has not to payamything, but may even in
some cases get damages.

A girl is usually given the option of refusing the man whber parents have
arranged for her to marry. This is not often done, bdve known of some cases in
which the girl has availed herself of the privilege, aradest that she prefers some one
else, in which case the engagement is broken and the neiageaarranged at once with
the man of her choice.

In the villages, and among the lower classes in thescigirls are not usually
married until they are about sixteen. Frequently, h@amevamong the higher and
wealthier classes the engagement is made by the pavbats she is much younger,
perhaps eleven or twelve, and she is after that confiitbédsame strictness to the house
or else carefully watched.

There is a very vicious and terribly degrading habit amaigsHausas, which is
known as "Tsaranchi." One cannot give in a word an Eng-
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lish equivalent and one does not desire to describe itsingealt has the effect of
demoralizing most of the young girls and making it alneestain that very few girls of
even eleven or twelve have retained any feelings of dg@ttvirtue.

In this the girls are deliberately the tempters, and nimryg and young men are
led into sin who would not have sought it. Here one mostblame the women or the
girls, for the original sin is with the men, who, thgh the terribly degrading system of
polygamy and slave concubinage, have introduced since cerhaieshich destroys the
purity of the home, and makes it impossible for the childoegrow up clean-minded. It
is a sad fact that the evil effect of this seems tceehasted more on the women and
children than on the men.

One feels sorely for the boys brought up in this landaut a glimpse of purity in
true home life; with never a notion of a woman being thost holy and chaste and
beautiful of all God's creation, and never seeing evebéauty of girlhood purity.

One is glad to see that among many of the men thexegi®wing feeling that
they have lost much in this way; and often in talking emran the subject of women and
their naturally depraved condition, | have shown them,hglaere women are given the
place God meant them to have in the home and in ttial s;nd religious life of a people,
their character is always the most regenerating thirigarife of a nation, and that it is
useless for them
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to wish their women to be different when they dergthing to prevent the possibility.
With the boys in my own compound and under my own cam Ibound to forbid all
intercourse with girls because of their evil minds andierite. Of course such a thing is
fearfully unnatural and cuts off from a boy's life dllose influences which we in
Christian lands consider so much tend to strengthen asmkdend soften his character.

It is easy to see from the above the reason why gstdhose who are careful to
preserve a semblance of chastity, the girls are dyreskecluded from a tender age and
not allowed outside their compounds except under exceptiincamstances, until the
time that they are about to be taken to the housesofném to whom they have been be-
trothed.

This preservation of virtue by force, points to the fdw@t there is no public
opinion; no love of purity for its own sake; no real anthlvprinciple in Islam which
tends to preserve and build up purity.

A mere lad, the viciousness of whose first wife hadHed quickly to take a
second, said to me when protested with for doing it, "Oun&oare not like yours, and
you can never tell what it all means to us. Even if vaated to be good they would
hinder us."

The existence of a large class of pagan slave giti®, mave been caught and
brought from their own homes and carried into the Haosatry to become
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members of the harem of some of the Hausas, alsolicates and intensifies the evil;
for this mixture only tends to lower the standards aa#terthe facilities for sin tenfold
easier.

It is not true in the Central Soudan, as is so oftatedt that polygamy tends to
diminish the greater evils of common adultery and prgsgiit. These are very frequent,
and it is perfectly true what man after man has sealdly me, that no one trusts even his
own brother in the case of married relationships. baomd to acknowledge, however, in
honesty, that these evils are intensified in the cantotenwith their large number of
native soldiers of loose character, and some evene&$ own immoral countrymen.

| have seen very little systematic cruelty towardsneo or children, except of
course in the slave-raiding and slave markets which arehappily abolished. Women
are able to take care of themselves and certainly dar s | have seen.

The knowledge that a wife may leave at will, thaslé&gbor can be got out of a
cruelly-treated slave wife, and that little girls daave home and find a place elsewhere,
all have tended to make women's lives freer, and to soteatdgss hard in the Central
Soudan than in North Africa.

On the other hand, one is struck with the apparentdadive, and forced to the
conclusion that a woman is not in any sense, to aahahe Hausa race, more than a
necessary convenience; a woman
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to look after his house, have children, and prepare hidsmkaold age she is often
abandoned or driven away, or becomes a mere drudge. Tfiensthe case also with a
man, if not wealthy; when old his wives will leave himdamany a case | have seen of
such desolation. Of real love which triumphs over cnwstances of poverty and sickness
there is but little; women will leave their husbandsew through misfortune they have
lost their wealth, and go and marry another, returdatgr when fortune has again
favored the original husband and frowned on the later one.

| met one beautiful exception to this. One of the nbestutiful girls | have seen in
the Hausa states, with a really good face and one vdngiwhere would have been
pronounced pretty, brought her blind husband to me. Wheneahdre had been really
good to her, and after one year had lost his sight. Foryans she had stuck to him and
tended him and really loved him, taking him from one nadivetor to another, and at last
to me. It was touching to see her gentleness to hintlanevident trust of each in the
other. | have never seen such another in the Hausargo¥et what possibilities of the
future!

Very few girls attain the most elementary standdrelducation. But some fedo
and every facility is provided for those who can and go farther, and | have known
girls, mostly those whose fathers wemnallams,who learned to read and write
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the Koran well, and who were considered quite proficiantl at least one case | know of
a woman who, because of her wisdom and education, wasta with the rule of two
or three cities in her father's Emirate.

The chief occupations of women are the grinding of @ the preparation of
food for the family, the care of their babies, whe slung on their backs, the carrying of
water from the well or brook, and, to some exterthevillages, agriculture, though with
the exception of the poor slaves it is rare to see wamerworked in the fields.

They are great traders also, and if not young or toacatte looking, they are
allowed to take their flour, their sweetmeats, etcth® markets and trade. Then again
when the season for all agricultural work is at an @md, their husbands and brothers
start for the west and the coast places, for the eggyisome journey which takes them
to the places where they sell their rubber, nitre ather goods, and bring back salt,
woollen and cotton goods, the women go with them, and & most pretty and
interesting sight to see the long row of these youngher in single file, neatly and
modestly dressed, with white overalls and a load of ealss and cooking utensils
neatly packed and carried on their heads. They oftgnesithey march, and coming in at
the end of the day's journey, light the fires and prefreraneal for themselves and their
male relatives, while the latter go and gather the
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sticks and grass to make a temporary shelter for thm. nig

They are tidy, industrious, and lively, and, to any or® wlid not understand
their language, these women would give the impressioa dfarming picture and of
many things good and true. But to one who could hear tngecsation, as | often have,
the secret of the utter depravity of all the people dearned, and one sees how it is
that none grow up with any idea of purity. The minds ohex@ung children are vitiated
from the earliest age.

| have found many very "religious” women. It must, leser, not be forgotten
that the religion of Islam is totally divorced froret practice of all morals. Women in
some numbers attend the weekly midday service in theguess sitting apart and
worshipping.

One very handsome woman whom | knew had as aditild been enslaved, and
later married to the Emir of Zaria, and had been theéhenmr step-mother of many of the
Zaria princes. She was a very religious woman, was atloavfair amount of liberty, and
was much respected. She not infrequently attended theeseand was much interested.
But it is certain that, with the exception of the udeaocertain number of pious
expressions, religion has little hold over the Hausanen, and they can in no sense be
considered to share in the devotions of the men, oetoolmpanions with the men in
those things which are the deepest part of
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human nature. Hence with Christians there is the learninga new relationship
altogether, when the man begins to feel that his wwifest be his companion and
helpmeet in things pertaining to all his life and soul andtspi

Amongst the very lowest classes, with whom thereles® objections to coming
into contact with men, and especially white men, and wktheir suffering have allowed
us to minister to them, | have been able to get a glinmpsehe terrible sufferings of the
poor women of all the other classes. In their hourgoiny and suffering they can get no
alleviation, no nursing or skill to shorten the hoursmefary pain, and in large numbers
they die terrible deaths for the lack of that surgic# e could so easily render them. |
was able once to visit a woman who seemed to be dyingw&hén a terrible condition;
the complete delivery of her child could not be effectad] for two days she had been in
a shocking state. In their despair her people askeid t@me, and within three hours, by
surgical knowledge, we were able to put her right, andlyirget her to sleep and
complete her cure. But we were told that many, many idie¢de condition in which we
found her, and that there was never any thought of calindgdlp. Many a man who
seemed fairly intelligent, and to whom | have talkedaaimwith indignation of such
things, has answered me: "We do not know what to do; oumnemccannot help these
cases, for they have no
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skill, and we would any of us rather let them die tbalha man in to help." And so they
do die. They will not yet trust us, although they fuldalize that we are different from
their own religious leaders. Whole realms of thoughtehget to be broken through,
whole tracts of life principles and perverted ideas haviee destroyed, before it will be
possible for the many poor sufferers in this land to gett vlma love of Christ has
brought within their grasp, but which they are afraid ago/éake.

| have tried to show that there is a bright as wela sombre side to this picture;
that where there is restraint there is often someéness; that with ignorance there is
often a desire and a yearning after better things, and tedlifig that whats, is not best.

Nothing but a radical change in the very fundamental idéagoman, even by
woman herself, can bring about the regeneration of thg. I®nly the restoration of
woman to the place gained for her by Christ, and snattbedher again by the prophet
of Islam, can bring true holiness and life into the Beraf Hausa, and bring a new hope
and reality into the lives of the men.

The knowledge and worship of Christ are beginning to dodhi,in one or two
homes in North Nigeria already men, who previously thowghinan inferior human
beings or superior cattle, and who would have looked upomiiadsiess to suggest that a
woman should be considered the helpmeet
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of the man in all that pertains to this life Godward anchwaad, are restoring to their
wives and mothers and sisters that dignity. How happlyb&ithe result when this spirit
has spread and all the land has begun to feel the infliefrgood and holy women in the
home, the market, the school, and the church.
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A STORY FROM EAST AFRICA

MOMBASA, though a Mohammedan town, is perhaps scaradlpical one, as
of late years it has become decidedly cosmopolitdhirstvhat is called the "Old Town"
Mohammedanism with all its attendant ignorance and bigwavails.

There are women in this part of the mission-fieldwithom we have talked and
prayed in past years, who seem further off from the TanthLight than they were even
in those early years of work amongst them.

These are the words of a young girl who, we know, ewevinced of the truth of
the Gospel: "Oh, Bibi, if | confess Christ openly | $hoe turned out of my home, | shall
have neither food nor clothing, and [with a shudder] pestaey will kill me." We knew
this was only too true.

She was a beautiful girl with sweet, gentle mannersdiin those days with her
sister in a dark, ill-ventilated room which opened on wmall court-yard where all the
rubbish of the house seemed to be thrown, and where, heats and miserable-looking
cats seemed thoroughly at home amongst the refuse.
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Yet, in spite of these surroundings and in spite okhewledge of all manner of
evil (alas! how early these children learn things whichweild think impossible to
teach a little child), in spite of all this she was purd good. Now she seems to have no
desire at all to hear or read the Gospel. When we doheg her manner is always
flippant and worldly. We don't want to give her up, we keepmaying for her, but there
have been so many hardening influences since those earlyashayshe never took the
definite step of openly confessing Christ. She was soonaddo a man much older than
herself who already had a wife; probably more than @We.suppose he was a higher
bidder!

She had one little baby that soon pined away and died.ddawvomen, brought
up as she was, have healthy children? Amongst all the Mokdan women | have
visited here | have never known one to have more tlwanchildren. The majority have
no living child.

| believe the husband was kind to her, but he didimetibng, and very soon she
was married again. If she bears no children he will gslybare of her and leave her. |
have been told by one of the women that if a wife dm¢sook his food properly he may
get a divorce. One old woman | saw to-day told me teatdaughter is now married to
her third husband; the other two left her for soméakireason. When | asked, "What
will become of her when she is old and perhaps casgafha"
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"Ah, Bibi!" she said, "whahasbecome of me? | am weak and ill and old, and yet
| have to cook and work for others." This is just whatsdbappen unless they have a
house and property of their own. They become household drtmlg¢jesse relations who
take them in, and there is rejoicing at their death.

The rule here is for each man to have four wivekeitan afford it. The number
of concubines is, | believe, unlimited. Here the wives each in a separate house. The
reason given is: "If we lived together we should keoes and quarrel and make our
husband miserable."

| have known cases where the husband has only thevidm@nd there seems to
be a certain amount of affection. One little wifedsedo me the other day, "I love my
husband now, but if he ever takes another wife | shalllhatend leave him."

Could one blame her?

In most cases just as a girl has learned to reachabebeen forbidden by her
husband, and | have been told, "My husband says theoepsofit in women learning to
read and he has forbidden it."

How one has felt for and grieved with some of thesenen! One day in going as
usual to give a reading lesson to a mother and daughtese (the really loved each
other), | found them both very sad and miserable. It edetiat the father of the girl
determined to marry her to an elderly man whom, of &wsbke had never seen. The
mother


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

134 OUR M@/ SISTERS

said her daughter was too young to be married, and shedaraething of the character
of the man. She begged me to try and do something, but veequée helpless in the

matter; a large sum of money was paid for the daughteneSime afterwards when |

visited the house the mother said to me, "Yes, Bite, is married to him and | have had
to sit in the room listening to the cries of my childhasill-treated her in the next room,
but | could do nothing."

How one longs for the skill to bring home to our fead English girls and wives
and mothers, the awful wrongs and the needs of these Moslem sisters! But what
human weakness cannot do, God by His Holy Spirit caay Me lead some of you to
give yourselves to the glorious work of bringing lightidifie to these your sisters who
are "Sitting in darkness and the shadow of death.” Lowda they want. Our love that
will bring knowledge of Christ's great love to them. Witlu not pray for them?
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"Women are worthless creatures and soil men's reputations.”
"The heart of a woman is given to folly."
—ARABIC PROVERBS.

THIS is an outline sketch of the pitiful intellectuagcial, and moral condition of
the nearly four million women and girls in Mohammedaral#a. To begin with, the
percentage of illiteracy, although not so great as mesother Moslem lands, is at least
eighty per cent. of the whole number. In Eastern Axabnumber of girls attend schools,
but the instruction and discipline are very indiffereattention to the lesson is not
demanded, so that a Moslem school is a paradise &myagirl! A girl is removed from
school very early to prepare for her life-work and tkaharriage. In a majority of cases
she soon forgets what little knowledge she may hawanatt. A few women are good
readers, but these are the most bigoted and fanatiedll wbmen, and it is difficult to
make any impression upon them as they are firmly convirlegdhe Koran contains all
they need for salvation now and hereatfter.

General ignorance is the cause of general unhappi-
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ness and such dense ignorance often makes them susoid unreasonable. Nothing is
done by the men to educate their women. On the contitay, object seems to be to
keep them from thinking for themselves. They "treat th&embrutes and they behave as
such."” The men keep their feet on the necks of themen and then expect them to rise!
The same men who themselves indulge in the grossestofoimmmorality become very
angry and cruel if there is a breath of scandal ag#weat women. In Bahrein, a young
pearl-diver heard a rumor that his sister was not a parean; he returned immediately
from the divings and stabbed her in a most diabolical wihout even inquiring as to
the truth of the matter. She died in great agony fremihjuries, and the brother was
acquitted by a Moslem judge, who is himself capable of lmgakl the commandments.

Polygamy is practised by all who can afford this so-ddllxury, particularly by
those in high positions. The wives of these men arehappy, but submit since they
believe it is the will of God and of His prophet. Themen are not at all content with
their condition, and each one wishes herself to bda@ed one and will take steps to
insure this if possible. Those who have learned a bftldhe social condition of women
in Christian lands very readily appreciate the diffiers

It is a common thing for us to be asked to prescribe pdmoa rival wife who
has been added
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to the household and for the time being is the favofibeough jealousy some of these
supplanted wives plunge into a life of sin. | do not kreawthing more pathetic than to
have to listen to a poor soul pleading for a love-philtepation to bring back the so-
called love of a perfidious husband. Women, whetloér or poor, naturally prefer to be
the only wife. Divorce is fearfully common; | think peps it is the case in nine out of
every ten marriages. Many women have been divorcestaevmes. They marry again,
but this early and frequent divorce causes much immpraibme divorced women
return to the house of their parents, while the horaedess are most miserable and find
escape from misery only in death.

All these horrible social conditions complicate raedtand it is difficult to find
out who is who in these mixed houses. It is far motkgt& to go through some Moslem
homes than to visit a home for foundlings. When a womsativorced, the father may
keep the children if he wishes, and no matter how muaag-broken mother may plead
for them, she is not allowed to have them. If the oha@s not wish to keep them he sends
the children with the mother, and if she marries agj@mew husband does not expect to
contribute to the support of the children of the formerriage.

There can be no pure home-life, as the children are alisge their years in the
knowledge of sin.
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Nothing is kept from them and they are perfectly converadth the personal history of
their parents, past and present.

A man may have a new wife every few months if hel@ssires, and in some parts
of Arabia this is a common state of affairs among ttle chiefs. The result of all this
looseness of morals is indescribable. Unnatural vice aspusnd so do contagious
diseases which are the inheritance of poor little chldre

There is a very large per cent. of infant mortalitytigaon this account, and partly
on account of gross ignorance in the treatment odligeases of childhood.

Instead of a home full of love and peace, there ssatision and distrust. The
heart of the husband does not trust his wife and she $eedo him evil, not good. For
example, a woman is thought very clever if she caather husband out of his money
or capital, and lay it up for herself in case she v®rtied. There is nothing to bind them
in sweet communion and interchange of confidences. Aglea when a man and a
woman marry they do not look for mutual consideratiod a@spect and courtesy;
marriage is rather looked upon as a good or a bad bardahmarriage has anything to
do with the affections does not often occur to thefmonly a man's passions can be
satisfied and his material needs provided, that is alikpects from marriage.
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But | do not deny that there are grand though not frequestpérns to this evil
system. | have seen a man cling to his wife and lovamggrieve sadly when she died.
And some Arab fathers dearly love their daughters angrmat the loss of one, and the
little girls show sincere affection for their fateerAnd yet all these bright spots only
make the general blackness of home-life seem more dedsgismal.

Missionary schools and education in general have done mumeaking up this
system. Many Moslems of the higher class are tryingistfy the grosser side of their
book-religion by spiritualizing the Koran teaching. But saceducation will never make
a firm foundation for the elevation of a nation ariadividual. Those who have been led
to see the weakness of a religion that degrades wohaa, gained their knowledge
through the Gospel.

The fact that attention is paid to suffering women by gadnissions is already
changing the prevalent idea that woman is inferior andhless. And although it may
seem sometimes an impossible task to ever raise w@sen to think higher thoughts
and to rise from the degradation of centuries, yet we kinom experience that those
who come in contact with Christian women soon ld¢aravoid all unclean conversation
in their presence. Visiting them in their huts and hommedso a means of breaking down
prejudice. The daily clinic
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in the three mission hospitals of East Arabia, whkoeisands of sick women receive as
much attention as do the men, is winning the hearts andrgpthe eyes of many to see
what disinterested love is. They can scarcely undafst@hat constrains Christian

women to go into such unlovely surroundings and touch bdal¢ssome from disease

in the dispensaries.

When the men have wisdom to perceive that the educatidrein women and
girls means the elevation of their nation, and wiey give the women an opportunity to
become more than mere animals, then will the ndieome progressive and alive to its
great possibilities. Reformation cannot come from withiit must come from without,
from the living power of the Christ. Are you not respblesto God for a part in the
evangelization of Arabia in this generation?

"Let none whom He hath ransomed fail to greet Him,
Through thy neglect unfit to see His face."

The following earnest words, from one who being deddsgeaketh, are a plea
for more workers to come out to Arabia. Marion Wellotis, M. D., labored for five
years in Arabia and wrote in one of her last letterfolows:

"The Mohammedan religion has done much to degrade womanhodae sure,
female infanticide formerly practised by the heatherbAnaas abol-
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ished by Islam, but that death was not so terrible aévihg death of thousands of the
Arab women who have lived since the reign of the ‘nfiefgbrophet, nor was its effect
upon society in general so demoralizing. In the ‘timegmbrance,’ that is time before
Mohammed, women often occupied positions of honor. & agare celebrated poetesses
and we read of Arab queens ruling their tribes.

"Such a state of things does not exist to-day, but theamtamnfluence, though
never recognized by the men, is nevertheless indirecplgtent factor, but never of a
broadening or uplifting character. To have been long regasiedturally evil has had a
degrading influence. Mohammedan classical writers havee dbair best to revile
womanhood. ‘May Allah never bless womankind' is a quotdtmm one of them.

"Moslem literature, it is true, exhibits isolated glirapsof a worthier estimation
of womanhood, but the later view, which comes more ange nmto prevalence, is the
only one which finds its expression in the sacred t@gitvhich represents hell as full of
women, and refuses to acknowledge in its women, apam fiare exceptions, either
reason or religion, in poems which refer all the evthi& world to the woman as its root,
in proverbs which represent a careful education of gglmere waste.

"When the learned ones ascribe such characteristis®meen, is it any wonder
that they have come to regard themselves as meres lofdmtrden?
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The Arab boy spends ten or twelve years of his higdly in the women's quarters,
listening to their idle conversation about household affanc their worse than idle talk
about their jealousies and intrigues.

"When the boy becomes a man, although he has abstaotmion over his wife
as far as the right to punish or divorce her is comzkrhe often yields to her decision in
regard to some line of action. In treating a womanJehsometimes appealed to the
husband to prevail upon his wife to consent to more sdxegtment than she was will-
ing to receive. After conversing with his wife his answas been, ‘She will not consent,’
and that has been final. Lady Ann Blunt, who has tled@mong the Bedouins, says, ‘In
more than one sheikh's tent it is the women's hailf iof which the politics of the tribe
are settled.’

"In regard to their religion they believe what theywddeen told or have heard
read from the Koran and other religious books. Theyatanavel as much as the men,
and do not have the opportunity of listening to those who dwehtheir ideas are not
changed by what they see and hear. All the tradivdMdohammed and other heroes are
frequently rehearsed and implicitly believed.

"Although the Arab race is considered a strong one,imee dmong the women
every ill to which their flesh is heir, unrelieved amilentimes even aggravated by their
foolish native treatment. A
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mother's heart cannot help but ache as she hears abenfather tell of the loss of two,
three, four, or more of her children, the sacrifice ppshto her own ignorance. The
physical need of the Arab women is great and we pratyithmay soon appeal to some
whose medical training fits them to administer to thischia all parts of Arabia.

"In the towns in which there are missionaries thaee comparatively few houses
in which they are not welcomed. In our own stationdheme more open houses than we
have ever had time to visit. Wherever women travellgrsvhom there have been two of
some note, have gone, they have been met with kisgdmence it will be seen that the
open door is not lacking."

Ignorance, superstition, and sensuality are the chaisi@®rwhich impress
themselves most strongly at first upon one who viegsArab harem, but there are those,
too, among the women who are really attractive. & dark picture, and we do not urge
the need of more workers because the fields are whitarvest. We ask that more offer
themselves and be sent soon, rather, that, afterndnes learned the difficult language,
they may be able to begin prepare the ground for seed-sowirigis a work that can
only be done by women, for while the Bedouin women fyeater freedom to go about
and converse with the men than the town women havewaild some of the poorer
classes in the towns will allow themselves to betéaay a
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man doctor, and sit and listen to an address made itighensary, the better class are
only accessible in their houses. Their whole range afside so limited and so far below
ours that it will require "line upon line and precept uporcgpe’ to teach these women
that there is a higher and better life for them. lct there must be the creation of the
desire for better things as far as most of them amcerned, but love and tact
accompanied by the power of the Holy Spirit can winrtieay to these hearts and
accomplish the same results that have been accdmagdlamong other Oriental women.

| have been striving to show that there is a crying neeavbrk among the Arab
women and that there are ample opportunities for servigppeal to the women of the
church whose sympathies have so long gone out to heathearwerarywhere, not to
have less sympathy for them, but to include Mohammedan Asatticher womanhood
more and more in their love, their gifts, and theirypra. In the days of Mohammed,
after the battle of Khaibar, in which so many of her gieohad been mercilessly
slaughtered, Zeinab, the Jewess, who prepared a mddbfmmmed and his men, put
poison in the mutton and all but caused the prophet's déashsaid by some that he
never fully recovered from the effects of the poisam] that it was an indirect cause of
his death. It seems to us who have lived and labordttitand of the false prophet that
his religion will only receive its death-
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blow when Christian women rise to their duty and privilege] by love and sacrifice,
not in vengeance but in mercy, send the true religiothése our neglected, degraded
sisters,—sisters in Him who "hath made of one bldbdadions."
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Xl
WOMEN'S LIFE IN THE YEMEN

THE term "Yemen," meaning the land on the right handhesname applied to
that whole tract of land in Arabia south of Mecca andtved the Hadramaut, which has
always been looked upon as a dependency or province.

In early historical times the Yemen was occupied by Eldtes and other
aborigines, but later on by the Himyarites, who drowmynof the original inhabitants to
seek a new home in Africa, where, having intermarrieth whe Gallas, Kaffirs, and
Dankalis, they formed a new race which is generallydanoowadays as the Somali.

The physical conformation of the Yemen is not unlike tfahe portion of Africa
immediately opposite, where there is as great diveirsitlimate and soil as there is in
the manners and customs of the peoples.

From Aden, the Eastern Gibraltar, right north-wardréhstretches a range of
mountains chiefly formed of igneous rocks that haventmt, torn, and twisted like the
iron girders of a huge building that has been destrtwefire and almost covered by the
ruin. Bare peak after peak rises from the
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mass of debris yet everywhere pierced, scarred, anmdesed#dy the monsoon floods
seeking their way to the ocean bed; they seldom rigalsbwever, as a stream and never
as a river, because of the barren, scorched, sameyveloich belts the Red Sea and sucks
into its huge maw everything that the hills send down.

Like his country the Yemen Arab is girded about withaaid zone of reserve
which few Europeans have ever crossed, but when they havagethrio do so,
according to the individual they have met, they hawmdoit may be a man with a heart
as hard as a nether millstone. Marrying one day andang almost the next, only to
marry another as soon as he can scrape togethernentffiends to purchase a wife, this
type of man looks upon woman as an inferior animal forfoednan'’s gratification, and
to be flung aside like a sucked orange when the juice is gone

Or on the other hand, they may find men whom real ltag saved and made to
give forth warm affection and true domestic joy, jast the terraced ridges on their
mountain slopes retain the God-given moisture and seniti & luxuriant crop of
strengthening cereals, delicious coffee, and luscious grapes

| have known young men of twenty-four who have been isdhrand divorced
half a dozen times, and also Arabs whose days are isetfe and yellow leaf who never
had but one wife.


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

148 OUR M@/ SISTERS

There was a native chief who used to come occasiotmatyir dispensary whose
children were numbered by three figures, and Khan Bahaduch&rjee Rustomjee, C.
l. E., who was for many years a magistrate in Adeld, the he knew a woman who had
been legally married more than fifty times and had alstdatgotten the names of the
fathers of two of her children!

One day an Arab brought a fine-looking woman to our dispgnaad as he was
very kind to her and seemed to love her very much | vedtto tell him that she was
suffering from diabetes mellitus, and that in ordepteserve her life he would require to
be careful with her diet. He thanked me most profourmtymised to do all that he could
for her, took her home and divorced her the same datingaher off in the village and
leaving her without a copper.

Next morning she came weeping to the dispensary andiedl tto get
compensation, but the man pleaded poverty, and becausetheveause of her plight |
felt in duty bound to support her until she died some mdatks.

Another man of more than fifty years carried the wafe his youth to our
dispensary on his back. She was suffering from Brigldsase and ascites, yet he toiled
on and till now has shown no sign of wavering in hisgaince. Warm-hearted, courte-
ous, and kind, | look upon him as one of nature's noblemeomwleven
Mohammedanism cannot spoil.
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Another man whose wife had an ovarian tumor broughtlbesn from Hodeidah
for me to operate on, and faithfully attended to allveants while she was ill, and at last
when the wound caused by operation was healed, took her jogfully as a bridegroom
takes home the bride of his choice.

A third man, who had either two or three wives attihe, called me to see one
who had been in labor for six days. When the Arab midwogegessed that they could
do nothing more for her and when he saw her sinking,tkav@phed over prejudice, and
he came hurriedly for me. | performed a Caesareaimseeind so earned the gratitude of
both husband and wife, who, though years have gondgagsel a warm interest in all that
concerns the mission.

| wish, however, that | could say that cases likegehgsre common experiences
with me, but unfortunately the reverse is the case. $éem always ashamed to speak of
their wives and when wanting medicine for them or meisi them always speak of
them as, "my family"—"the mother of my children"—"nuncle's daughters," or like
circumlocution. Once | boxed a boy's ears for speatirtgs own mother as his "father's
cow!"

Brought up in ignorance, unable to read, write, sew, dadoy work—in all my
experience out here | have never known of a real gidlbeing sent to school nor a real
Arab woman who knew the alphabet. Sold at a marridgesge, in many cases to the
highest bidder, then kept closely secluded
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in the house, is it any wonder that her health is undeanand when brought to child-
bed there is no strength left?

Called one day to see a Somali woman | missed the wbually seen in a
Somali's house, and jokingly asked how her husband managkeepoher in order
without a whip. She, taking her husband and me by the hait],"¥ou are my father
and this is my husband. Love unites us, and where loheris ts no need for whips."

| was so pleased with her speech that | offered hdyamas who was out of work,
a subordinate place in our dispensary. Yet less thaordahmater | heard that he had
divorced his wife and turned her out of doors.

The following case will, | think, illustrate the usudtitaade of the Arabs in the
Yemen towards womankind:

A man whose wife had been in labor two days came askimngédicine to make
her well. My reply was that it was necessary totbeewoman before | could give such a
drug as he wished. "Well," said he, "she will die befballow you or any other man to
see her," and two days after | heard of her death.

| have often remonstrated with the men for keeping thaires so closely
confined and for not delighting in their company, and makirggtltompanions and
friends. But almost invariably | have been answered thuse Prophet (upon whom be
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blessing and peace) said, ‘Do not trouble them with what ¢aayot bear, for they are
prisoners in your hands whom you took in trust from God.d #rerefore as prisoners
they are to be kept and treated as being of inferiofectel

| have known cases where a man gave his daughter imageon condition that
the bridegroom would never marry another wife; but tha brake his word and married
a second wife, whereupon he was summoned before thewlaaliruled that, "When a
man marries a woman on condition that he would natrynanother at the same time
with her, the contract is valid and the conditiondvbecause it makes unlawful what is
lawful, and God knoweth all.”

The consequence of such laws is that the women becoome po criminal
intrigues, and | have known dozens of cases where nsotiaae helped their daughters
and even acted as procuresses for them to avenge sghteuplon them or injury done to
them. There is no fear of God before their eyes.veledo them is little better than a
place of prostitution. Why, then, should they desiredH&Pe they know the bitterness of
being one of two or three wives, why then should theshwo be "one of seventy"?
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PEN-AND-INK SKETCHES IN PALESTINE

SIR WILLIAM MUIR, who lived for forty years in Indiasays: "The sword of
Islam and the Koran are the most obstinate foesvibzation, liberty, and truth the
world has yet known." After a residence of nearly tweygars in Palestine and much
intercourse among all classes, both in city and villdgethe writer of this chapter can
confirm the statement.

Islam is the same everywhere and changes not.

The chief cause of its blighting influence is its degradatmd contempt of
women, which is the result of ignorance of the War@&od. Therefore, the wide-spread
preaching of the Gospel to-day is the need of Island the responsibility for it rests
chiefly upon the Christians of England and America.

One looks in vain among Moslems for peaceful homes, rednavives,
affectionate husbands, happy sons and daughters, lovinguatidgrone another.

A Moslem home is built upon the foundation of the magst (religious righ{ to
have at least four wives at a time; to divorce theplestsure
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and to bring others as frequently as he has the indmatithe money to buy.

A son is always welcomed at birth with shrill shoatsl boisterous clapping of
hands or beating of drums; but a baby girl is receinesilence and disappointment.

The boy is indulged in every way from the day of his afritee is under no
restraint or control, and usually at two years of age lgtle tyrant, freely cursing his
mother and sisters. The mother smiles at his cleversée herself having taught him,
and her own teaching leads afterwards to much misergitiviés of other women.

Great numbers of boys die in infancy, or under tlyesa's of age, because of the
ignorance of their mothers in caring for them. Theyeaitker over-fed or neglected. In
some families, where there have been a number of loghdnd girls, all the boys have
died. The women have been blamed for this and sometivesced, or else retained to
serve the new wives who have been brought instead.

How often | think of the dear little Moslem girls! Theost teachable and
responsive to loving kindness of all. Oh, that they migave happy homes, happy
mothers, wise and loving fathers! One dear Moslem chbitdy four years old, after
having been in a Christian mission school for a yeas vaken ill and died. All the
members of a large family were present as she lay dgnogv(ling into the room of the
sick is an Oriental custom) and heard
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her exclaim: "My mother! Jesus loves little ginsg like me!"

A Moslem can divorce his wife at his pleasure or sesidaway from his house
without a divorce. If he does only the latter, she cammarry any one else. This is often
done purposely to torment her. But the women are mobthy sufferers through these
wretched domestic arrangements. Many of them are uttedstless and show no pity for
their own children. They will leave them to marry agahe new husband refusing to
take the children, and numbers die in consequence. Maoylaslesome old man is also
put out of the way by poison administered by the wivesisfsons. Not long ago a
prison, in an Oriental city, was visited by some Clarsmissionaries who had obtained
permission to see the women who had been sentenced fdridg are found to be there
for having murdered their "da-ra-ir," that is, their husts other wives, or the children
of their hated rivals; and, having no money, they hatdbeen able to buy their way out
of prison, as can be done and is customary in Moslemtges.

As the camera would not do full justice to Moslentériors," either in house-life
or in the administration of public affairs, both alseing difficult to obtain, a few "pen
and ink" sketches are sent by the writer of this artielegn in person on the spot.

Here is a picture of Abu Ali's household. Abu
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Ali has two wives, Aisha and Amina. Confusion and eveny thing are found in his
family life. Each wife has five children, large and #mand the ten of the two families
all hate each other. They fight and bite, scratch aah ether's eyes, and pull out each
other's hair. The husband has good houses and gardens kagnie& and children all
live in dark, damp rooms on the ground floor. The writervkmohem and often goes to
see them, especially to comfort the older wife, whdsad very wretched. She is almost
starved at times. She weeps many bitter tears and ¢hesesligion into which she was
born. The Prophet Mohammed's religion makes many a anheartless tyrant. He is
greatly to be pitied because a victim by inheritance te wast system of evil. Wild
animals show more affection for their offspring andiaaly take (for a while at least)
more responsibility for their young than many MoslemsndBalestine.

Werdie is another case. This name in Arabic means sa.'rd@here are many
sweet young roses in the East but, hidden away amomngsttand brambles, their
fragrance is often lost. This Werdie, a fair young blyeeegirl whose six own brothers
had all died, lived with her mother and father and higrotives in a very large Oriental
house (noa homé. She lived in the midst of continual strife, cursings, "eyés," and
fights. This household is a distinguished family in ithewn!
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Sometimes the quarrels lasted for many days without emssahd Werdie
always took part in them as her mother's champion. Theradlsiavere between her
father's wives,—her mother's rivals,—and she often bda#itat she could hold out
longer than all the others combined against her. On aresioa her awful language and
loud railings continued for three days, and then she liswvbice—utterly—and could
not speak for weeks! She had an ungoverned temper, and wheéedgow the cruel
injustice done her mother she delighted to give vent tout she also had a conscience
and a good mind and was led into the Light. On being toideopower in Jesus Christ to
overcome, she said one day, "I will try Him. | wanape in my heart, |1 will do anything
to get it; | believe in Him and | will trust Him," andesklid. She was afterwards given in
marriage by her father, against her wish, to a man isheod know. He treats her cruelly
as does also her mother-in-law. But now she has anggirit, a meek and lowly one,
and is truly a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. e tmidst of strife she is a silent
sufferer and a marvel to all the members of her farsihe prays much and has literally a
broken and a contrite spirit. She is the Lord's. Tlaeeeother roses among the Moslems
whom Jesus Christ came to redeem. Let us pray for #mehgo and find thentie will
point the way

Saleh Al Wahhab is a Moslem in good position
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with ample means. He first married a sweet-lookingngpgirl, Belise by name, but she
had no children, so he divorced her and married three wtihraen. Not having his desire
for children granted, he divorced all three of these momand took back his first wife,
who was quite willing to go to him!

Haji Hamid, who made the pilgrimage to Mecca, was thefabii a Matawaly
village and highly honored, belonging to the Shiah sect ofléfes. He has had many
wives, some of whom he had divorced because they dsgalehim, and others had died.
When he became an old man, he brought a young and, as ressused by others, a
very beautiful and virtuous bride. He had never seen lepditl a large sum of money
for her, most of which she wore afterwards as ornasregbld coins—on her head and
neck.

Soon after her arrival in the sheikh's house he becanoaisly ill. She found this
unpleasant, as she was a bride and wanted to enjoyfh8sehe ran away, taking all
the gold with her, and left him to die!

There is no honor or truth among Moslems. The Prépheligion does not and
cannot implant pity or compassion in the human heaji. HHtamid had inherited from his
birth false teaching, the evil influences and resultsymigl corruption in Government
affairs, tyranny, bribery, bigotry, and contempt for womkle only reaped as he had
sown. However, he heard the Gospel on his dying bed and
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seemed grateful for kindnesses shown to him by Chmistiangers.

Abd Er Rahim, "Slave of the Merciful," was a rich Marsl who once had several
wives. Some he had divorced, some he had sent bablkeitofdathers' homes, and some
had died, and he was tired of the one who remained besheseas getting old.

By chance he had seen a very handsome young peasaanditie wanted her,
but he was afraid of his wife, for he felt sure tha slould be troublesome if he brought
this young girl to his house. So he planned a "shimel-hdavehis wife (a pleasant time,
literally, a "smelling of the air,” a promenade), to whighe readily agreed. She put on
her jewelry and silk outer garments, and started. isband was to follow her, but,
according to Moslem custom, at a distance, as a maat iseen in public with his wife.
She never returned, but was found dead two days aftervaaogned in a well, wearing
all her jewelry. Her husband found her. The facts wereer investigated. A few days
afterwards the new wife was brought into the houseigad there until the death of Abd
Er Rahim. He has now gone to his reward! He never kmgthemg about the Lord Jesus
Christ. No one ever told him. His last wife, howevdigd have the opportunity of
knowing, but she laughed and made fun of His name. Whedistigabout three years
ago, twenty large jars of water were
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poured over her to wash away her sins. She was arnagedeéral silk gowns and buried,
with verses from the Koran written on paper placed imdead hands, to keep evil spirits
away from her soul. Such is their ignorant superstition

Benda was a poor Moslem woman who lived in a goat'steairon one of the
plains mentioned in the Bible, a Bedouin Arab's caswiff. She had lost her only child,
her son, a young man. When first found, she hersedfavanere skeleton. Very deaf and
clothed in rags, she sat on the ground, weeping bitterlytbeetwo long black braids of
hair of her dead son, a pitiful object. It was verfficlilt to make her hear, but she was
taught, often amidst the roars of laughter of some nahChristians who said to her
teacher: "Why do you cast pearls before swine?"

However, Benda was one of His jewels. She had a humgast, she understood
the truth, believed, and was saved and comforted. Bedoee"went up higher" she
became a "witness" to some of her own people.

There are other Moslem Bendas yet to be found, otlbebe tbrought into the
fold. Who will come to help to find them and to bring thend iThe lost sheep of the
house of Ishmael.

Some one has asked: "What happens to the cast-off winedi@orced women
among the Moslems?" Sometimes they are married deiraes and divorced by several
men. If they have no chil-
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dren, after their strength fails them so that thegmnoa work, they beg and lead a
miserable existence, and die. A woman who has livedsd and in high position, after
being divorced, will sometimes reach the very lowest elgiof poverty, hunger, and
misery, and then die. For such, there are no funepreses; nothing is required but a
shallow grave. Moslem men are usually willing to dig timathieir own burying ground,
and. the body is carried to its last resting placéherpublic "ma‘ash,” or bier. Benda was
buried in this way, but "she had an inheritance incorrupsibtéthat fadeth not away."

Sheikh Haj Hamid's story is that of a rescued Mosleshime tell it to you.

There is to-day in the far East a town built outtled ruins of a city of great
antiquity, in the land where giants once lived, and King r@igned (Genesis xiv. 5;
Deuteronomy iii. 11, 13).

Some of the Lord's messengers went out there, tgceémtgather into the fold
any of His scattered and wandering sheep they might Frmbably the Gospel had not
been preached there for one thousand five hundred ydad.ofd had promised to go
before His messengers, and had assured them that theszesheep in that place who
would hear His voice and follow Him, and, trusting thisesguidance, they started. "In
journeyings, often, in perils of water, in perils of reld in perils in the wilderness, in
perils among
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false brethren," they searched for the sheep and {ambd found them. One of the
number was a dignified, gray-haired Moslem sheikh whohearing "the call,” with
groans and tears asked, "What must | do to be saved, f@insiyeach up to Heaven?
What am | to do with them? For forty long years | é@one daily to the mosque, but
never before, until this day, have | heard of salvatiodeisus Christ." And he wept aloud
and cried out: "Won't you pray for me?" He eagerly nesiinstruction and believed.
His last and oft repeated words to his new-found Christiiends, as they rode away,
were: "Won't you continue to pray for me?"

The Lord Jesus Christ is speaking to His own among Masterday, but many
have never heard of Him. There are more than two hdnadndion Moslems in the
world. "How can they hear without a preacher?"

Hindiyea's story will also interest you. A Moslem wamlay dying in a coast
town of old Syro-Phcenicia. She was the wife of ardagatib—the scribe of the town
and the teacher of the Koran. The woman knew thaémgmwas near, but how could she
die? Where was she going? Her husband had no word of gofmfcher, he did not
know. She was greatly troubled and deep waters rolledr@resoul. Who could tell her?
Was there no one to stretch out a helping hand?

Suddenly she thought of a foreign lady, a mis-
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sionary, who was at the time in her own town, and whesels had once strangely
stirred her heart. Perhaps she would come to her? Slu®uhel and on her entering the
room, Hindiyea, endued with new strength and wonderfulggmesat up in her bed and
called out in a loud voice, her great eyes shining likesstalelcome! Welcome! a
thousand times welcome! | need you now, can you teachomweto die? Will you come
and put your hands on my head and bring down God's blessing @f8urely you can
help me."

Hindiyea was told just in time the Way, the Truth, #melLife, and went home to
God. Christ came for others just like her in the ghdaslem world. Who will go to teach
them how to die and how to live?

There is a general belief among Christians that Mosleorship the One True
God—the Almighty God; but this is a mistake, they do wotship Him at all! They
worship the God who has Mohammed for his prophetveimal is h& Certainly not the
God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The call that goes up from thousands of minarets all theeMoslem world six
times a day—"There is no God but God, and Mohammed iprbighet,—is in direct
conflict with the Word of Truth, that we have acces®ur God through His Son, Jesus
Christ, for they deny the Son,—"and this is the recdrat God hath given to us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath tren$ath
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life, and he that hath not the Son of God hath net (if John v. 11, 12).

"Who is the liar, but he that denieth that Jesus is@hast. This is the Anti-
Christ, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosa®reeth the Son the same hath not
the Father: he that confesseth the Son hath tineFalso” (I John ii. 22, 23).

In direct contradiction to this teaching of the New &estnt is Chapter CXII of
the Koran, which, in Sale's translation, is as folloWdy God is one God, the eternal
God, He begetteth not, neither is He begotten, and tharet any one like unto Him."
Also in Chapter XIX: "It is not meet for God that heoslld have any Son, God forbid!"
Chapter CXIll is held in particular veneration by the Mohadan world and declared by
the tradition of their prophet to be equal in value tthied part of the whole Koran.
Wherever Islam prevails, or exists, Christ is deniedetdhe Son of God. All Moslems
deny also the death on the Cross and the resurrectiba &brd Jesus Christ.

There is a clarion call to-day for prayer, prayer fee Moslem World. When the
Christians of evangelical lands begin to pray, the wallthe strongholds of the enemy
will fall, and the chains that have bound millions otils for one thousand three hundred
years will be broken.

Islam's only hope is to know God, "the Only True God, astis)€hrist whom
He has sent."
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Xl
ONCE MORE IN PALESTINE

THE condition of all Moslem women must necessaigymore or less sad (for
under the very best conditions it can never be secyge),think that the lot of Moslem
women in Palestine compares favorably with that oif thisters in India. There is less
absolute cruelty. There are fewer atrocious customsIor fef widows is easier, and girls
are not altogether despised.

Polygamy is lawful, yet this custom is certainly desimeg with education and
civilization. The Turks have very seldom more than onke.wWMy experience of the
officials who come from Turkey to hold office in Pdles, both civil and military, tells
me that it is now the fashion among enlightened Mostenfisllow European ways in the
matter of marriage, and | observe that, when meredveated and have travelled, they
seldom care for a plurality of wives.

However, among the Arabic-speaking inhabitants of Palestiee with more
than one wife, both rich and poor, may still be found.

Among the uneducated rich men (and by the term uneducatexin those who
have not completed
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their studies in Egypt or Europe) you will often find oravihg two wives. Also among
the land-owners, or sheikhs of villages, who traveht place to place to overlook their
property, you will be told that they have a wife in eadlage living with a suitable
retinue of servants. The Arabic word for the secone wikans "the one that troubles
me." This word is used in | Samuel i. in the story of Hdmnand is translated
"adversary." | know of an educated gentleman, living large city, who added a young
bride to his family, but his first wife was treated wéhery consideration. The rich can
afford to put their wives in different suites of apantmsewith different servants, and by
this means quarrelling is prevented; but the case is vBeyatit among the poor.

Not long ago a sad case came under my own notice. A poasppharmacist was
married to a very nice woman, and they were a happypleowvith sons and daughters
growing up around them. By degrees, the wife perceived a changer husband's
temper. If anything went wrong, he immediately threatdmad not with divorce, but to
introduce a second wife into their happy home. Thisathine finally carried out, and the
wife had the chagrin of welcoming the bride, and she atdiged to behave pleasantly
over the business. These two women appear to live inomggnthere is no alternative,
for over the first wife Damocles' sword hangs but lyam. But you can imagine
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the bitterness in her heart, her anger against the hiisévach her hatred of the bride. You
can imagine also the loss of respect for their fatrtach the sons will feel.

Among the poorer classes it is the usual thing to find awidmtwo wives. One
of these is old. She acts as housekeeper, and is azhamnll considered by the husband.
The other is usually quite a young woman, who must dieyplder wife and treat her as
a mother-in-law. These two are generally fairly ha@nd, as a rule, live in peace. | have
seen a man with three wives, all under the same raofdts impartially to all—but the
guarrelling among themselves and among their children iabdgence is very sad. The
effect of polygamy upon the home is most disastrous. \@fiatt it may have on the
domestic happiness of the man | cannot say, but one demarguess and that not a very
favorable one!

Divorce is easy, inexpensive, and very prevalent; andnib isncommon thing to
hear that a man has had ten or eleven wives and tivatman has had eight or nine
husbands. For an angry man to say the words, "l diwgrae' and to repeat them three
times, swearing an oath by the Prophet, is enough igeotile object of his wrath to
leave his house; carrying with her a bed, a pillow, sedet; and a saucepan, together
with the clothes which she had from her own familyhat marriage. She returns to her
father's house, or to the nearest rela-
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tion she has, should he be dead, until another margagyeainged for her.

Among the richer classes divorce seldom occurs; arlde Wvife has children and
devotes herself to the comfort of her husband, shefesher position tolerably secure.
Should she fall ill, however, it is rare that a husbaermits her to remain in his house,
for he has not promised to cherish her in sicknessrahdalth. He will send her to her
own family till he sees how the illness will turn; amapre than probably, she will be told
in less than a month that she is divorced, and thatdevand has married another. How
often in our Palestine hospitals do we try to comémd soothe the poor sick women in
their feverish anxiety to get well, for fear of this died Damocles' sword falling on their
unhappy heads!

Among the poorer classes divorce is extremely prevalérd woman has no
child, she is immediately divorced, and is returnedetodwn family, who arrange for a
second marriage, generally in about ten days from the s$ime is divorced. Should she
again have no child, her lot will indeed be a sad one. Shethers be content to be the
wife of some blind or crippled man, who, perhaps, waba¢xact a sum of money from
her relations for his charity in marrying her. If a woniae divorced after she has had
children, she must leave them with the husband, to deaplp harshly treated by her
successor or successors. If the father
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dies, the children are supported by his brothers or refativhile the widow marries
again. It is seldom that a widow is permitted to takéill, or children, to her new home.
There is no difficulty in providing for orphan girls; theare much sought after in
marriage, for the law excuses a young man from forgiditary service if he can prove
that his wife is an orphan. This means that he wouldeatble to leave her alone during
his absence. Such orphans are generally taken into thesholgheir future husbands as
little tiny girls of four or five years old, where thaye trained by the mother-in-law, and
grow up as daughters. By this means the husband is exemptpaging any sum of
money for his bride.

We must not forget that the marriages of Moslems drellwwithout affection,
and that the only way in which the husband can enforce alesdfeom his ignorant and
listless wife is by the law of divorce. She will obleyn and work for him simply from
the fear of being turned away. When a woman has beencdd four or five times, she
finds a difficulty in getting a husband; for the refpgpreads that it "takes two to make a
quarrel,” that her tongue is too sharp and her temperhimt. 3 have been asked what
becomes eventually of the woman who has been frequsimtyced. Finally she remains
with the old or very poor man who has married her imdfg age. Or, possibly, If she is a
widow with a grown-up son, he will sup-
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port her until death relieves him of what he feelsé¢mbly a burden. The insecurity of a
Moslem wife's position quite precludes any improvementhénself, her household
arrangements, or in her children’s training. She doesanett@ sew, or to take an interest
in her husband's work. She does not economize, or timgoove his position, for fear
that, if he should find himself with a little spare mgnbe would immediately enlarge
his borders by taking another wife! Therefore, a Moslemman's house is always poor-
looking and untidy. She keeps her husband's clotleesaimne, that he may not be able to
associate with wealthy men and envy their pleasures. weisee the wide gulf between
Christianity and Islam. The wife, whom God gave to lee"tielp," and whose price is far
above rubies, has been debased by the prophet Mohammettheirithhattel" to be used,
and when worn out, thrown away!

The Christian woman's home in Palestine is generagncand tidy. Her interests
are identical with those of her husband. She is gladork to help the man, that the
position of both may be improved.

| do not think the rich man ill-treats his wife. | haveufial him invariably kind
and indulgent. In Palestine the women have plentybeftly. It is a mistake to say that
they are shut up. To begin with, they live in large howegéls gardens and courtyards
enclosed. They go out visiting one
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another, to the public baths, and to the cemetery reguade a week, where they meet
and commune with the spirits of departed friends.

The girls go to school regularly. The richer Moslerasehresident governesses
for their daughters, and they are eager for educatiomeTi®ieno doubt that the customs
are changing. Education is raising the woman, and the nibnaturally appreciate the
change and will welcome companionship and culture. To edbo#ttenen and women is
the best way of checking the evil system of polygamy, asddaughter, divorce.
Polygamy was promulgated by the Prophet as a bribe toatimalcman. Without that
carnal weapon | doubt if Islam had numbered a thousandvieigh It ministers to self-
gratification in this world, and promises manifold mofdle same license in the world
to come. It is small wonder that when we speak oéarcheart and a right spirit without
which we cannot enter the spiritual kingdom, our wordsuanetelligible. But that is our
theme. Holiness, without which no man can see the Loh#ise poor women are so
ignorant. They know that sin has entered into thedybut they know not Him who has
destroyed the power of sin. They have never heard oindsyw"Fear not, | have redeemed
thee." . ..

The following are the words of another writer:

Never believe people who tell you Moslem women are Yapypl well-off. | have
lived among them
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for nearly eighteen years and know something of tlaeirlises.

A Moslem girl is unwelcome at her birth and oppressealudihout her life. When
a child is born in a family the first question askedlIs,t a boy or girl?" If the answer is,
"A boy," congratulations follow from friends and neighfoBut if the answer is, "A
girl," all commiserate the mother in words such &)d have mercy on thee."

As the little one grows up she has to learn her pdadeferior to her brothers, and
that she must always give in to them and see theobeserything given to them.

| am glad to say that Christian missions have magssible for her to go to
school if she lives in a town. But at the age of tem ishprobably taken away from her
mother, the only real friend she is likely to have he tworld, and sold by her male
relations into another family where she becomes vehattually a servant to her mother-
in-law. We know that mothers-in-law even in Englandehaet always a good name, but
what may they be to a young girl completely under thewer? Many are the sad stories
| have heard of constant quarrelling, followed on the patenlittle bride by attempts to
run away to her old home, and the advent of her relabaonthe scene of strife, to patch
up a reconciliation and induce the girl to submit tofaes.

Perhaps you say, "Why does her husband not
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protect his wife from unkindness, does he not care éo?"hThere you strike upon the
root of a Moslem woman's unhappiness. The boy husband f@dmioe in his bride, has
probably never set eyes on her until the marriage ldayseems to care little about her
beyond making use of her. She is to be his attendamtrée sim and provide him with
sons. As to the first, | have watched one of thede mira merchant's house in Jerusalem
standing in attendance on her young husband's toilet,fgahéin whatever he wanted,
and folding up his thrown-off clothes. But | looked in vaan the least sign of kindly
recognition of her attentions from him in look or word oedleThe Moslem thinks it be-
neath his dignity to speak to his wife except to give @&dand does not answer her
guestions. It is not customary for them to sit down talmeogether, and as for going for
a walk together it would be scandalous! One must not askra man after his wife in
public and she may not go out to visit friends withoutg@smission, and then veiled so
thickly as to be unrecognizable. The higher her soci# tfae greater the seclusion for a
Moslem woman.

Then, as to her motherhood. The young wife's thougbtsantinually directed to
the importance of pleasing her husband and avoiding th@@ punishment which
accompanies his anger. If she does not bear him a samishdanger of divorce or of the
arrival of a co-wife brought to the house.
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It is strange that the latter trial seems to be fgmederably to the former, which is a
great disgrace.

A Moslem wife has no title until she has a son, dmhtshe is called the "mother
of so-and-so," instead of being called by the name ohuhgband. But she soon regrets
the day he was born, for he defies her authority andsepier embraces. | have seen a
boy of four years old go into the street to bring a bimes to throw at his mother with
curses! The mothers soon age. Their chief pleasuresrarieng and gossip.

Their religion is very scanty. Some know the MoslEmm of worship with its
prostrations and genuflexions. Most of them know the saofethe chief prophets,
including that of Jesus Christ, and believe that Mohansnmtlercession will rescue
them from hell. | once asked a rich Moslem lady whas woman's portion in paradise,
but she did not know.

Does this little description stir your pity? Are wel¢ave these, our sisters, alone
to their fate? To suffer not only in this life but alsothe life to come? If you saw their
daily life, and knew the peace of GOD yourself, | thyoki would want to do something
to cheer them, by telling them Christ loves them too,thatthere is a great future be-
fore them in Him and His Gospel.
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MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN IN SYRIA

SYRIA is one of the countries bound down by the heavy chalch
Mohammedanism binds on the East. The weight of this gh&sses most heavily on
that which is weakest and least capable of resistamzkthat means the hearts of the
women who are born into this bondage.

There are probably from 1,200,000 to 1,500,000 Mohammedans & 8gd this
estimate also includes the sects of the Nusairiyehn(thentain people in North Syria),
the Metawileh, and the Druzes, who, though differing in masays from the true
Mohammedans, are yet classed with them politicallyeiMiine word "Christian” is used
in this chapter it should be understood as distinguishing ameans a sect which is
neither Jew, Druse, or Mohammedan, and does not netessgnly, as with us, a true
spiritual disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our purpose is to show the condition of the MohammedarDangde women in
Syria to-day as far as it has been possible to ascelte facts which have been gleaned
from those most qualified to give them. From a casuaksuone may very likely
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come to the conclusion that conditions in Syria atep and the lives of the women
brighter than their co-religionists in other Mohammedands. There are happy homes
(or so they seem at first sight) where there is ioutae cleanliness, where the mother
looks well after the ways of her household and herdodnl, is ready to receive her
husband and kiss his hand when he returns from his workewhere is but one wife,
and a contented and indulgent husband and father. When goutodook more closely
you will find in almost every case that more or leghtlhas come into these homes from
Christian teaching or example. There are many instanctescord of Mohammedan men
testifying that the girls trained in Christian schowlake the best wives. More than once
have they come to thank and bless the Protestant tsaghe have taught to their pupils
such lessons of neatness, gentleness, obedienceglécdrdrol. There are many Mo-
hammedan men who are worthy to have refined, educated,vand can appreciate the
blessing of the homes such are capable of making. On teelahd, however, there is a
very large proportion who need to be educated themseivasier to know how to treat
such women and who have the deserved reputation of beitg, lsensual, unspeakably
vile in language and behavior. Many of these belong to ttierbass in the large inland
cities. The women who are at the mercy of the capr&nd passions of such men are
very greatly to be pitied.
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In the towns along the coast, where there is morigléehment; the women have
more freedom and seem outwardly happier than those rehmeare strictly secluded in
the towns where Mohammedanism is the predominant influéreedom, however, is
used as a comparative term, for the following was tolkhéao show what privileges are
accorded under that name to the upper-class women in aie emaller coast cities.
They are allowed to go often, every day if they liked &it by the graves in the Mo-
hammedan cemetery. When you consider the fact thatatee shrouded in their long
"covers" or cloaks, with faces veiled, and that thmetery is not a cheerful place, to say
the least, and that it is the only place where they alowed to go, this so-called
"freedom” does not seem to be so very wonderful, afteHowever, it is far better than
being shut indoors all the time.

Any one living among these people becomes gradually accustamehe
accepted state of things, especially when one has te#naé outside interference only
makes matters worse, and it is only now and then whem sspecially sad or heart-
rending thing comes to your knowledge that you realize haly tireadful the whole
system is. The other day | was talking about this witfriend whose knowledge of
Mohammedan women had been confined to a few families avhthe outside would
compare very favorably with Christian families she knagre-


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

MOHAMMEDAN W@EN IN SYRIA 177

gards comfort, cleanliness, and contentment. | agreedheithhat there were many of
the nominal Christian families where there certamfs great unhappiness. But one must
not, in comparing the two, lose sight of the bitteréarkest side. No Christian woman
has to contend with the fact that if her husband i@sawf her, or some carelessness
displeases him, he is perfectly at liberty to castdfieas he would toss aside an old shoe.
In fact he would use the same expression in speakingsothoe, of a dog, some
loathsome object, the birth of a daughter or of his wifen expression of apology for
referring to such contaminating subjects. Nor does a t@hrisvoman fear that as the
years pass and her beauty fades, or her husband prasperene day he will cause
preparations to be made and bring a new wife home. TheMmedans have a proverb
that a man's heart is as hard as a blow from the elaod that his love lasts not more
than two months.

A Mohammedan friend was telling me of a woman she knadvveas fond of.
"She was a good wife and mother," she said, "and shevergshappy with her two
children, a boy and a girl; her husband seemed to loveédneshe is not old, and it was a
great surprise to her when he told her one day that begaiag to marry another wife,
for she had forgotten that it might be. He said he wtakd a separate room for the new
wife. She said nothing—what could she say? But
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he deceived her, for he only took the room for the nefe Wr one week, and then he
brought her to live with the first wife. And now sheeps all the time, and oh! how
unhappy they all are! | tell her not to weep, for hesldand will weary of her and divorce
her." A shadow crossed the face of my friend as she s@wke] could see she was
thinking of her own case, and fearing the fear of alhblamedan women. "Why did that
man take another wife when he was happy and had childreasRed, for | knew that
where there are no children a man feels justifieduarding his wife, or taking a second,
third, or fourth. "He wanted more children. Two were nuiwgh."

Can there be any real happiness for a Mohammedan womanesh little
comfort from her religion, although if she is a petfieobedient wife, attends faithfully
to her religious duties, and does not weep if her chilg, diee has a hope that she may be
one of seventy houris who will have the privilege aéatling upon her lord and master
in his sensual paradise. The idea of these two horrasiceéi and other wives to share
her home, is constantly before her.

A Protestant woman recently told me that she haddetesof her rooms to a
Mohammedan family from Hums. The man was intelligent e wife was an attractive
young woman with a little girl. The man told her ir thresence of his wife that when he
went back to Hums he thought he should
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take another wife. "Why do you do that when you are soyhappyou are? Think of your
wife—how unhappy it would make her to have you bring in lagdt The man laughed
and told her that she made a great mistake in thinkingMbaammedan women were
like Christian women, that they did not mind having &aeotwoman in the house, they
were accustomed to it and brought up to expect it. "Bupé&hbat what | said will make
him think and perhaps he will decide not to take anothés, iar | showed him plainly
the evil of it."

The women may be brought up to expect it,—they may hame the members of
a polygamous family themselves,—but the human heaheisame the world over, and
the sanctity of the home with one wife is never invhdathout poignant suffering. A
wealthy Mohammedan will establish each of his wives iepasate house, those not able
to afford this luxury have their harem in one house. ltsdo@ require a very vivid
imagination to be able to picture the inevitable reswdalgusies, heartburnings,
contentions, wranglings, and worse.

A Bible woman told me of dreadful scenes where thenaio fight like cats and
dogs, and the husband takes the part of the wife he tbeesest and beats the others.
One feels that the man often bears his own punishroenhit state of things by being
obliged to live amid such scenes.

In a city of Northern Syria where the Mohammedanstlaeemost powerful class
and their
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haughtiness and contempt of women so great that tHeglbow a foreign woman into
the gutter, not necessarily because she is a Christiginbecause she is a woman, a
Syrian woman whispered during a walk: "Look at that man twere, I'll tell you about
him later." And afterwards she explained that the manavasighbor and he had just
taken his fourth wife, and she was only ten years oldwlie an elderly man with gray
hair.

One well-known and wealthy Mohammedan had splendid éstaiénts in four
different places and he is said to have had thirty.sénsther brought home an English
wife, with whom he had lived ten years in England, andldished her in an apartment
just above the one in which one of several wives wasgli Could English girls realize
the misery in store for them in marrying Mohammedan hudhahey would be thankful
for any warning. Even if the husband himself is kind, éhare many painful things to
undergo from his women relatives. And worse than alhésdenying of Christ before
men in the acceptance of Islam. One of these Engiaghen living in Syria as the wife
of a Mohammedan, had her daughter married to an ownrcaughe age of thirteen,
another was obliged to give her ten-year-old daughter arriage. | asked this last
woman how she could do such a thing. "It is her fathel'sad | could do nothing." But
she ran away the next day, so the man divorced hex s&me daughter has been married
and divorced
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twice since then, and is now living at home, and ihathead of a Mohammedan school
for girls. Two other sisters have been divorced, arcaahome, one with her child.

In Beirut, among the better classes girls are notiathas young as they used to
be, though occasionally you hear of instances, as inabe af a woman who had eight
daughters and married two of them, twins, at the aggbf.eShe gained nothing by this
cruel act as they were soon divorced and sent home.r&son for child-marriages
among Mohammedans in Syria is the conscription whichades for the army every
young man of eighteen. The one who cannot affordsape conscription by paid
substitutes or money may be exempt if he has a wifendigpé upon him. When he is
sixteen or seventeen his family send off to someanisiown for a young girl who is a
destitute orphan, and this child is married to the youth,—rshg be ten years old, or
nine, or even eight, and cases are known where afgeven has been married to a boy
of sixteen.

One can hardly wonder that many of these girls arerded, for they are simply
untrained, naughty children, unable to grasp what the dutiaswofe are, or that it is
necessary to please their husbands or conciliate theihers-in-law. Mohammedan
women say that the happiness of a child-wife and lausin the family depend almost
entirely upon her mother-in-law. It is a sad fact thate little
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brides—children in years—are very often old in knowledgewlff Most Mohammedan
children are brought up in an atmosphere of such talk tleat natures seem steeped in
vulgarity from their cradles and no mystery of lifedeath is hidden from them.

It makes one's heart sick to think of these children,isoed against and so
cruelly treated for being the products of this system.ssadkes are told of those who are
put out to service, especially when they go to Turkishilfas. It is not very common,
fortunately, for there is always the fear that trenrn the family, regarding them as law-
ful prey, will ill-treat them. Girls disgraced in thigay have a terrible fate.

A friend came to us one day, weeping because of a didhatfg which had just
come to her knowledge, too late, alas! for any help taiken. The daughter of a
neighbor, a poor man, had been sent out to service, andottst befell her. She was sent
home in disgrace,—her father was obliged to receiveblgérhe would not recognize her
or have anything to do with her till one day he orderedadeo out into the garden and
dig in a spot he indicated. Each day he came to seesibdiad accomplished, till at last
there was a hole deep enough for her to stand in, héreight. Her father then called his
brothers, they brought lime, poured it over her, and theied the child alive in the hole
she herself had dug. She was only twelve years old! Thélig found it out and
informed the
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government. The parents and all concerned were imprisonddtha father is still in
prison, though the mother has been released.

The feeling is strong that such a disgrace can only pedwout by death, and this
is especially the case when there has been misconduadred Mohammedan man and
a Christian woman. In a Syrian city a Christian girlaristocratic family was betrothed
and was soon to be married when suddenly the engagementrakas.blt could no
longer be hidden that she had been guilty of wrong oslativith some man, and the man
proved to have been a Mohammedan. This disgrace waderatite to the families
involved, and before long a man connected with the fanaitgecto the girl with a glass
of liquid, and said: "Here, drink this!" She took it, dramkd died. Comments on it
showed that the sentiment of the community is in syhpatth such a course. "What
else could be done?" they say.

Probably a Mohammedan would not see the in-consisteha@ondemning to
death the child-victim of a man's lust, as in the firstance given, while practically the
same thing is legalized in allowing the marriage of childwgth the probability of a
divorce in the near future. How can they hope for themn of purity among their
women, or wonder when immorality and unchastity aseavered!,

Frequent reference has been made to divorce. It is thpomealways at hand
when a man is dis-
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satisfied. His law allows him to divorce his wife twieed take her back, but if he
divorce her the third time, he may not take her back shélhas been married to another
man and divorced by him. The ceremony is a simple @peating a formula three times
in the presence of a witness not a member of the holtseand telling the wife to go to
her father.

A divorced wife must go back to her father's houseo drer brother if her father
is not living, or to her nearest relative. If shefrisndless then she has the right to go
before the Mejlis or Court, and state her case. Slasked if she wishes to marry again,
and if so, the Court must find a husband for her. If nontthe husband is made to
support her. If she returns to live with her friends, thseband has to give her one penny
halfpenny a day. If there are children under seven thewigjothe mother. If they are
older, they are allowed to choose between mother dhdrfarhey are supported by the
father.

The Mohammedans have a saying that when a woman mgingeis never sure
that she will not be returned, scorned and insultedetdather's house the next day; nor,
when she prepares a meal for her husband, is shehairehe will be his wife long
enough to eat of it herself.

In conversation with a Mohammedan woman one day we a@mmenting on
the fact that a certain wealthy bridegroom had giveectons to the pro-
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fessional who was to adorn his bride for her marriagé to disfigure her face with the
thick shining paste which is usually considered (though veryakesty) to enhance her
charms. He was reported to have said that he wishegktber face as God had made it. |
remarked that | thought it was very sensible and tlled hot see what was ever gained
by disfiguring a face by plastering it with paint and powd&h& woman said: "But you
do not understand! We do it so that we may be beautifoiirhusband's eyes, for if we
are pale or wrinkled they cease to love us and go to oibwen or else they divorce us."
It is very far from being "for better, for worse,—irclsness, in health."

It is impossible to gather statistics as to the propeati® number of divorces. All
the women say, "It is very common." The conditidraaivorced woman returned to her
father's house is not an enviable one. In some casgsté kept on like servants, living
in some out-house or stable, or in some inferior rootheifhouse is a grand one. It has
been suggested by a writer, that the sight of the mfaihese positionless women has a
strong influence upon the young men of the family, makinggn determine that they will
never have more than one wife. Let us hope thatghisie. From what is told me | have
learned that it is not usually the young men who hawesrthan one wife, but the older
ones. | must not omit to say that in the smaller Mainaghan settlements where there is
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much intermarrying in families, there is almost no doe) for even if a man wishes it, he
must be very courageous to brave the united wrath of tbéewircle of female relatives
or of his enraged uncle or cousin, who resents bittealyng his daughter sent back to
her home.

Among the poorer people, too, those who have come moselglunder my
observation, divorce is rare and no man has moredha wife. But they are steeped in
superstition and many are so bigoted they will not recéigevisits of the Bible woman
nor allow their children to attend schools. Frequentlypaying visits, we will find a
blind Mohammedan sheikh instructing the women in the Kaaad,some of them have
very glib objections to offer to the New Testamemntriss and truths we read to them.
They will often ask to be read to, but the Old Testantetite favorite book.

Among the Druzes, divorce is even more common thae @mong the true
Mohammedans, and the state of morals is very low.Orages are an interesting, even
fascinating people. They live on the Lebanons and inlanth@m®ruze mountains of the
Hauran, and are a warlike independent race, of fine physiquk,mest polished,
courteous manners. Some of their women are very belaaméLtheir peculiar costumes
are most becoming and picturesque. They are always veikdne eye is uncovered,
and it is second nature with them to draw their Jsalstily across their faces if a man
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appears in sight. As was said before, they are claggbdhe Mohammedans although
they have their own prophet, Hakim, and they take pmdéaving their own secret
religion, which is little more than a brotherhood fwolitical purposes. It is extremely
difficult to make any real impression on them.

At a recent wedding in Druze high life in a Lebanon villafaost every woman
present had been divorced, and one woman was exdalyhie Samaritan woman who
came to the well to draw water: she had had five husbandsthe one she had now was
not her husband. The hostess herself, the bridegroastfema woman of fine presence,
had been divorced, but was brought back to preside bigeimportant function, as there
was no one else to do it, but her former husbandnetgresent, as Druze law forbids a
man ever looking again on the face of his divorced Wifeeir women are cast off in a
most heartless way, but they cannot be taken back aflag.ceremony of marriage
consists in fastening up over a door a sword wreathed latleffs and with candles tied
on it, and then passing under it.

The form of divorce is very simple. It is illustrdten the life of a Druze prince
who married a girl of high family, beautiful and ofteosig character and fine mind. They
were devoted to each other, but she had no children. $hsukpicions of what was in
store for her, which were realized one
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day when she had been on a visit to her native villageher husband. They were riding
together towards home, when they came to a fork inadae.

The prince turned and said: "Here is the parting of the'wW&he understood, and
turned, weeping, back to her father's house. The prifieevards sent and bought a
beautiful Circassian slave, and married her, but she dachifdren, and so she in turn
was divorced. The prince had, contrary to custom, bredre habit of paying visits to the
house of his first wife who had been married to anothan, and now he obliged her
second husband to divorce her. He turned Mohammedan in tordber able to take his
wife back again.

Among the Druzes, the ladies of good family are secluded enore rigorously
than in Mohammedan families. Even in the villages ttaegly leave their homes, going
out only at night to pay visits to women of equal statBome of them have never been
outside of their own doors since they were little gi@se girl, the daughter of an Emir,
was sent away to spend a year in a Protestant boachogis There she was allowed to
go for walks with the girls, attended the church seryieesl had a glimpse into a life
very different from the dull seclusion which would natiyréde her lot among her own
people. But she failed to take home the lessons taughdteChrist was her Saviour and
Friend, and would be her help and comfort in whateverhsad to bear. She returned to
her
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home and soon learned that, although she had beeredlkhese unusual privileges, she
need expect no more liberty than her mother had bémneal before her. She found the
shut-in life so intolerable that she secretly atehtads of matches and poisoned herself
so that she sickened and died, having confessed her aellargithe reason.

There are others among these girls who have been taughangelical schools,
who have learned to love Christ, whose faith is gfrand whose trust sustains them and
keeps them patient and cheerful amid very great trialeeewl cruel treatment from their
husbands, "Strengthened in their endurance by the visibe dfivisible God."

To go back to Mohammedan women. It is surprising how ebiegly ignorant
many of them are, even the women of the higher dafseen whom you might expect
better things. A visitor inquired of her Mohammedan hasteshe would tell her the
name of the current Mohammedan month. "I do not aonegself with such things, you
must ask the Effendi.” Their minds seem to be blanktxm regard to their relations to
their families, to sleeping, eating, and diseasesgtio ¢tfothes, and their servants, and the
current gossip of the neighborhood. Formerly it was etieved that girls were capable
of learning anything, and years ago an Effendi in Tripolemwhbrged to have his daugh-
ter taught to read, exclaimed, "Teach a girl to reaHduld as soon try to teach a cat!"
But those
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days are passing and the Mohammedans are beginning totlhestselves in the matter
of educating their girls. They are opening schools fds grrall the cities, though judging

from the attainments of some of the teachers, ttie giie not taught very much. When
these schools were first opened in Beirut, the only abiglteachers were girls who had
been in attendance on the Protestant schools, and $ah@rohad only been there a few
months.

In Sidon there is a large Mohammedan school for girlsere are gathered from
five to six hundred girls. The Koran is the text-booladiag and writing are taught and
needle-work has a large place in the curriculum.

Years ago an old Effendi was attending the examinatidvliss Taylor's school
for Mohammedan and Druze girls. "My two granddaughtershare,” he said to a
missionary sitting beside him. "l was instrumental irtstg a school of our own for
girls, and | took my granddaughters away from here andchpuat tn the new school. One
day | went to visit the school. When | was still atistance | heard the teacher screaming
at the girls and cursing them, saying, ‘May God curse ¢laedoof your grandfathers, you
dogs! Now, | was the grandfather of two of those childred | knew they heard enough
of such language at home without being taught it at scekodlbrought them back to this
good place.”

The aim of the Mohammedans in their schools is
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twofold: being both to benefit and train the girls, makthem more companionable, and
also to fortify them against Christian teaching. The afnour work and our teaching is

more than that, for we desire, not only to enlarge thatai horizon but to cultivate the

heart, to open up for them the wellspring of true joy aategheir memories with hymns

of praise and the inspiring and comforting words of ChBEst.more than all to lead them
to accept for themselves their only Saviour, the Sdaamf, who died for them, who only

is the true "Prophet of the Highest," whose miss®fto give light to them that sit in

darkness and in the shadow of death." We claim for tdese women and girls the

liberty which their own sacred Koran inculcates: "Léere be no compulsion in

religion." (From the Sura called "The Cow," v. 257.)

And will the favored Christian women of England, Amariand Germany, and
all free Christian lands not join those already oa field either in prayer or personal
service, that they may have a part in bringing manyedgd¢iiMohammedan women, sweet
and lovable, and capable of rising to high levels as manlyeofi are, out of their "dark-
ness into His Marvellous Light"?
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BEHIND THE LATTICE IN TURKEY

IF the condition of women under Islam is degraded anthigblhopeless in other
parts of the world, what must be the condition of sucimes in Turkey, the seat of
Moslem power, the centre of the Caliphate, with theegrflag of the Prophet kept at
Seraglio Point, in Constantinople?

The picture of woman's degradation throughout the Empibdack enough, yet
gleams of light play over the blackness, and these glegmow steadily stronger and
more frequent. Turkey not only borders upon Europe, and thuedrer to Western
civilization and its progress, but its extended coast-affords many ports of entry, to
which comes no inconsiderable part of the travel and watee world. Kaiser William's
railroads are opening up the western portion of the epmguiet cause a curious jumble of
modern advance with so-called fixed Oriental ways.

With their parasols held low over their heads, eveugh the day be cloudy, or
the sun be set, the veiled and costumed Turkish womgrbenaeen in crowds on Friday,
their Sabbath, and holidays, sitting upon grassy slop#s thgir children play-
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ing about them. They go in groups or followed by a servamtom richer families, as

they are not trusted to go alone. In the interior,neve®n-Moslem women are veiled
almost as closely as the Mohammedans, when upon tret. sBech is the power of
prejudice that it is not thought proper for any womandgéden in public.

They live behind their lattices, and woe to any Chrishanse whose windows
command a view into a Moslem neighbor's premises, ntiemaow distant. Such
juxtaposition is the reason for the unsightly walfisl éofty screens which disfigure many
an otherwise beautiful view, in any part of Turkey. No geaman may look upon any
Moslem woman.

The slow but sure disintegration of these customs, pagadand superstitions, is
going on, thank God! Darkness is fleeing before the lighthe churches of Christ will
but take the watchword, "The Moslem world for Christ,this century!" and put all
needed resources of men and means, consecrated endrgyager, into the campaign,
even the False Prophet shall be vanquished before HomiswKing of kings and Lord of
lords!

| have travelled on the railroad in Turkey with Mosleramen, in the special
compartment, where in the freedom of the day's tralwe}; have thrown back their veils
and silken wraps, showing their pretty French costumestla® diamonds upon their
fingers, as they offered their Frank fellow-
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traveller cake, or possibly chocolates, and have niaie dnce felt the embarrassment of
a missionary purse too slender to allow of such luxunéh which to return the
compliment. Once a Moslem woman took from her trawglhand-basket paper and
pencil, and proceeded to write, as | was doing! Page [@dtge she wrote, though in just
the reverse manner from our writing, and we soon eshallia feeling of comradeship.

| have been also a deeply sympathetic withess of mowages in which the
proverbial love of the Turkish father for his children lcbnot be concealed. As the train
awaited the signal for departure from a station, one theeyevident distress of a pretty
girl opposite me, broke into crying. She had climbed theacorner by the window, and
the guard had not yet closed the door. Involuntarily my églowed the child's grieved
gaze, until they rested upon a tall, gray-bearded Turkisbeoffitanding by the station,
who was evidently striving to control his emotion answetio the grief of the child.
Finally he yielded to the heart-broken crying of the litfee, and came to the car door to
speak soothingly to her. The young mother sat stoicalbuth it all, seemingly content
with her rich dress and jewels, and her comfortable iappents for travelling. Not so
with the father and his child, who were so grieved okieir tcoming separation. When
finally the door had been slammed by the guard, and lockeduarjdurney
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begun, some time elapsed before the still grieving childdcloe won to take any interest
in the good things with which her mother then sought to bedwer. Surely such a
human father, so tender toward his little child, coulddgyht the love of our Heavenly
Father for each child of His, which has provided a Saviourefary repenting soul
returning to Him! Thus the lion would be changed ifte kamb, and the Turkish officer,
often unspeakably cruel to his enemies, would becomenaamé a brother even to his
foes.

Moslem women, although by the rules of their religgdmost entirely secluded
from the outer world, and from all men save those fwdirt own families, are,
nevertheless, being powerfully affected by the growingtligf civilization, which has
not only revealed their darkness, but has penetratedsiirhe degree, while the burning
glow and love of Christianity, through zenana workerd achools, has far more than
begun the work of transformation.

How can mothers consent that their daughters shalbloe while yet children, to
any man, no matter how old, who will pay the price la¢ndr demands for her, when she
has learned even a little of the loving honor giverhi® wife and daughter by the
Christian husband and father? How can she consentetdesegiven in a marriage to
which her approval has not even been asked, or posditdyewvit has been refused? Yet,
pity it is that without the
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consent of mother or girl, she may be conveyed, a Jmadiée house of her lord, who has
perhaps not deigned to be present,—and she of course nahe-atrangement by their
legal representatives, for signing the contract, anddixhe amount of dowry which she
brings, or the sum which he shell give her in case heaytime shall decree her divorce.
This is all that constitutes the marriage ceremony in Turkeynce saw the arrival of a
Turkish bride at her bridegroom's house. There was no welc&ime alighted with a
woman friend from the closed carriage. Some one must Wanted within the garden,
for the heavy street-gate opened at their approach,veeceéhe women, closed upon
them, and the bride was shut into her husband's howse, dll the world. If she dis-
pleases him in any way, even if her cooking does nothguit a word from her husband
suffices to divorce a wife, according to Moslem law. iHay have as many wives as he
wishes, and another is easily found.

Mohammedan husbands are allowed to punish their wivesblatts, to enforce
obedience. A whole town pervaded by these Turkish ideasfiled with amazement at
a burly non-Moslem friend of mine, whose wife had becan@hristian. Although jeered
at and ridiculed by his companions as one who could noe rhakwife obey him, he
never lifted his hand against her, for he loved her tet. We did, however, cause her
great unhap-
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piness for years, until the Spirit of God broke hisdhheart, and made him also a
Christian.

No Turk expects a woman to speak to him in a public ptace she does he will
not raise his eyes from the ground. A friend of mine iwadeepest distress in a lonely
place in Turkey, wringing her hands and crying "Alas! Alags she saw a man
approaching her; but Agha Effendim gave her no heed untilvsitieed straight up to
him, so sore was her need, and told him her trouble. Thehehis was touched, and
Mohammedan Albanian as he was, he rendered her the @il site asked.

Forty Mohammedan women, living too distant from Meccalltmwaa pilgrimage
thither, made the ascent, one summer, of one obftiest mountain peaks in European
Turkey. They did this as a religious duty. It was a fehich required all the vigor and
strength of an American mountain-climber, who ascédniie same peak some days later.
She could not abandon the task, however, which thext¢taamplished, whose feet knew
only the heelless slipper or the wooden clog, when abmit household duties, or
stepped noiselessly in their gaily embroidered homemade sgsckivhen in-doorsThe
Turkish woman can climiShe can reach lofty heights. Slowly and painfully shi
leave her dense ignorance, her habits of superstitionjelkErusies, and her intrigues
behind her and will emerge, led by the loving hand of her
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Christian sister, sometimes of her husband or chilth the glorious liberty of the
children of God.

We admit that ofttimes the obstacles seem insupenablen we meet the barrier
of the unawakened life. What opportunity is there befoeelitte mother but fourteen
years old herself? How shall she escape the namehwiar own family perhaps give
her—"a cow"? "Cattle" is a common term for womenr Heen-folks will very likely
hinder her education, in many instances, but she must beted loer old life, along this
way. The mothers of coming generations, with unlimitetu@rfce over their husband's
inclination and conduct even when set toward progress—itinkish womanmust be
reached! Christianity is the one means to allay herrstipens, her jealousies, her fears,
and to give her a true outlook upon life and its meaniig women of Christendom
must help her who cannot help herself. The pitifulnelsshe condition of Turkish
women, and the difficulty of reaching them, form thallénge of Islam to the Christian
world. Shall we take up the gauntlet thrown down by thes¢&net and the Star, and
liting high the banner of the Cross, go forward in Chriséimme, because God wills their
salvation as truly as ours, and sends us to them indthe?

The influence of civilization is necessarily felt fass in the interior of Turkey
than in the maritime sections; yet here also, thémkise multipli-
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cation of schools and teachers and loving Christian wotrgined in those schools,
conditions are beginning to be changed. "In one cityadtern Turkey," we are told, "the
Turks themselves asked for a kindergarten teacher frorArmarican mission school, to
open a kindergarten for them, and it was done. Giltedas have sprung up among the
Moslems in various parts of the country, from the sarfleences which affected Greeks
and Armenians, though more slowly. Quite recently tihex® been an awakening among
the Turks to the fact that if they would keep pace withrharch of civilization they must
provide for the education of their girls. So now, in soof the large cities, schools for
Turkish girls have been established, and, although thedattee is still small and the
work elementary, yet it shows the trend of opiniorg gives great hope of soon bettering
the condition of women in the empire."”

Another observer writes concerning more progressive portbizirkey: "The
power of education is proving a sure disintegrator to thesea of Moslem social life.
Turkish women have already taken enviable places amonwriters of their nation.
Others are musicians, physicians, nurses, and a cdpsteméasing number are availing
themselves of the educational facilities afforded by @eman, French, and other
foreign institutions which have been established at Cotstgple, Smyrna, and
elsewhere in the Ottoman Empire.
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In the beautiful American College for Girls, on theights of Scutari, Constantinople,
Turkish girls, as well as those of all nationalit@sthe Orient and Franks, eagerly take
advantage of the course, and a few have graduated with h&rfar. larger number,
however, are removed to the seclusion of their hoasethey approach maidenhood. On
the day when the first six girls from Moslem fanslizvere received, more than one of
them learned the entire English alphabet. What a faeprayer that the Spirit of God
shall reach those receptive young hearts from the fustyday, in this and every other
Christian educational institution to which Moslem gidsn their steps!" The most tactful
and consecrated work of their missionary or nativeneacmust be done every day, for
such Turkish girls, whether in more elementary schools colleges, inasmuch as the
proverb of the country: "Either marry your daughter ategirtor bury her!" is still very
much in force beyond those limited districts where itfileience of Western ideas has
availed to modify somewhat the old thought. What theag daring the short time when
they may remain in school, must be the food of theas, in multitudes of instances.

We know the paucity of literature of all kinds in Turkeyjese government press
regulations prohibit any general output of publications; thisnioed with the very
general poverty of the people, makes many a home boo&lesshe great major-
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ity of lives barren. Sometimes in missionary tourshage seen far up on the hillside a
group of poor peasants descending. The sudden turning of the wafntbat party,
drawing their filthy veils closer across their faceshmt July or August days, reveals to
the passers-by that these are Moslems. They hawevdigd that there are men in the ap-
proaching party of travellers. They may have mistaken lt#iies wearing hats as
gentlemen also. A command has evidently been given liyltheé and master, at which
the women have sunk to the ground, with their backseadhd, while still far from it,
lest one of those infidel eyes should peer through tlels, and look upon their faces.
Yet women's curiosity compels those hidden eyes to seeksita surreptitious peep at
the foreign travellers, and they watch us furtivéipder such circumstances there can be
no hope of any personal touch, save if occasion migse ahich would allow a call at
the hovel which constitutes their home. On one of my jaurneys in Turkey | chanced
to meet a Turkish soldier on a lonely mountain roadl passed him, walking in advance
of my horse and driver, filled with no small trepidatiahsuch proximity in that lonely
place, he gave me no salutation, and | confess tdiagex relief when | had passed him
unchallenged. But how that feeling changed to remorse wiyedriver overtook me, and
said that the soldier had stopped him to inquire if thehirawho had just gone by were a
doctor, for a little
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child of his lay at home grievously ill. What an opportutiild been missed! If he only
had spoken, the pitiful need in that home would have bpened up to the missionary
teacher, who, although not a doctor, would have done s¥tetould to relieve the little
sufferer, and to comfort the sorrowing parents. Theyaldvhave been a chance to bring
to that poor, ignorant mother in her miserable haarteken of love and tenderness out of
the great world of which she knew nothing.

One of the most discouraging aspects of life in Turkethatpresent time, is
found in the fact that as men travel about in theirr®ss or professional life; come into
contact in various ways with those of different vieswsl more advanced thought than
themselves; become influenced by them; and mildly erdhtisito put the new ideas into
practice; they are met on the very threshold of themes by their uncomprehending and
immovable wives, who with horror refuse to allow tbeuls of their families to be
imperilled by tolerating any such heresies. This diffiguihstead of being cause for
discouragement, constitutes a powerful challenge tbebhe of Christianity, to help such
an awakening man, and to find the dormant soul of this woharopposition can long
stand before the appeal of the Gospel, when tactfioyngly, prayerfully brought to
bear upon such souls.

Fatima Khanum ("my Sovereign Fatima"), a Bible woms@yenty years old,
finds the joy of the
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Lord to be still her strength, as she goes from houdeotse, telling in her musical
Turkish tongue the story of God's love for every mai, arges all to receive it. Very
closely they get together on a wintry day, as visitat @sited gather about the brazier of
coals, and talk over the wonderful words of life. Mayd@reatly multiply the number of
such faithful witnesses for Him, throughout the Turl&shpire!

"Evet, Effendim!" ("yes, my lord!") frequently says raissionary friend who,
having learned the Turkish as her missionary language whgouiag teacher, still
cherishes her love for it, and sometimes uses it tbésrbeloved. Shall we not say, Yes,
Lord! to Him who died on Calvary for all, and who "isot willing that any should
perish,” and with Him seek those "other sheep," amigkthem to the fold of the Good
Shepherd? There can be no failure here, although thercbf Christ has but slowly and
late come to the realization that the Mohammedandatod, with its millions of women
and children, must be His. Hath not God said: "Look unto &, be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth: for | am God, and there is nore els. Unto Me every knee shall
bow"?
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XVI
A VOICE FROM BULGARIA

| RECEIVED some days ago your letter asking for something tipe condition
of Mohammedan women in Bulgaria. My observation has beated, and | have not
had opportunity to learn from others what they had seargpt from our dear old Fatima
Hanum, for so many years a Bible woman among Mohamme&daren.

Bulgaria cannot be called Turkey. Indeed it is much ffeen Turkish influence
than Egypt is. There is a free intercourse also betweekish, Bulgarian, and Armenian
women, which must influence the home life and the vieithe® Mohammedan families.
Most of them would be ashamed to take more than a@mean, and the Turkish women
are continually comparing their situation and life witlat of their Christian neighbors.
They are sad not to be able to read and write, and théy give their daughters a better
education. But as they see that their (orthodox) Budgarieighbors care more for
instruction than for religion and real education, thefycourse, cannot understand till
now, that religion is the root of culture.

Polygamy is by no means prevalent among the

204
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Mohammedans of Bulgaria, indeed it is very rare thata has more than one wife, but
these few exceptions are productive of great miseryoribés for very trivial reasons is
not uncommon, but there has recently occurred under mey aeycase of happy
reconciliation and restoration through the influence lofisgian friends.

The Mohammedan woman of Bulgaria shares to a degre&etbdom of her
Bulgarian sisters, is a power in the home, and, edpetithe mother of grown sons, is
much respected and considered. But ignorance is her ¢lgse.and there one finds a
grown woman able to read, but the mass are content tbele girls go to school for a
few years and then gradually forget all they have learBatstill | have known some
keenly interested in the reading of Scripture. | recadl wisit in a roomful of women at
the festival of Bairam, when a young girl attracted thg Injil Sherif—the New
Testament—in the hands of the Bible woman, openedditread aloud the whole of the
eighteenth chapter of Luke to that roomful of deeplyregeed listeners. As she finished,
clasping the book to her heart, she exclaimed: "Oh, m@ehis wonderful book, | must
read it all." When we left she followed me to the daeminding us earnestly of our
promise to send her a book soon. We know that the baskwch read.

Another girl of seventeen, whom Fatima Hanum had taugghdmly to read but to
love the Book,
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found great comfort in the prayers and Christian sympatthlyis same dear friend during
a long iliness. On her death-bed she said to herenot?We have lived in darkness, but
there is light and | have seen it!"

We believe the light is beginning to glimmer in more tlmre Mohammedan
home in Bulgaria. In this city, as in many others, Bimimedan women are accustomed
to spend Friday, whenever the weather will permit, ungetrees in some pleasant spot,
and Fatima Hanum with her Bible is a familiar figuracang them—indeed they often
send word to her: "We are going out for the day. Coiitie ws and bring the Book."

In a recent tour | was a welcome guest in several Turk@nes, and warm
approval was expressed by the women of their Proteseagihbors—only one failing
was regretted—"they eat pork," but even they acknowledggdttwasn't so bad as tell-
ing lies, and saying unkind things about each other; and tliggetleme to come again
and read to them from our Great Teacher's Book.
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XVII
DARKNESS AND DAYBREAK IN PERSIA

ONE can never forget the first sight of a Moslem wordhat veiled figure,
moving silently through the streets, so enshrouded that dad form are completely
concealed. Men and women pass each other with no greetiogen of recognition, and
if a wife accompanies her husband, she never walkslddsm, but at a respectful
distance behind, and neither gives a sign that theyngetmether.

A woman's first instinct is to efface herself. Even plo@r, washing clothes in the
street at the water-course, pull their tattered rags thedr faces. The Persian expression
for women, "those who sit behind the curtain,” showat their place is silence and
seclusion. When the closed carriage of a princess asseservants, galloping before,
order all men to turn their faces to the wall, thoafjithey could possibly see would be
carefully veiled figures. The beggar sitting on the grounthatstreet corner is equally
invisible under her cottoonhader as with lamentable voice she calls for mercy on the
baby in her arms.

During the month of mourning, we often pass a brilliahgiited mosque, where
men sit sipping
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tea or smoking, listening to the tale of the death eirtmartyrs, but crouching on the
stony street outside in the darkness, a crowd of wonesteaining their ears to catch
what they can. Such are the passing glimpses one fgées Bersian woman in public.

Her real life is lived in the "harem." We realize iteeaning, "the forbidden,"
when after passing through the imposing street gate, aduter court where are the
men's apartments, we are conducted to a curtained door, guardedentinel, who
summons an old eunuch to lead us through a dark, narreagesto the inner court, or
andaroon Here no man may enter but the very nearest relabivése inmates, and they
under severe restrictions. As women, we have freesacaed this privilege is shared by
the Christian physician, who is welcomed and trusted.<Dnoh gives us this picture.

The andaroonis usually very far from being an abode of luxury, even iy
families, unless the number of wives is limited to onéwo. The favorite wife has many
advantages over her rivals, but she is usually encouragset tan example of severe
simplicity, in respect to her house and its furnishinggh&other wives; each of whom
would make life a burden to her lord, were marked discrii@inashown in such things.
He, therefore, contents himself with reserving the béstverything for theberoon or
outer apartments, where
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he receives his own guests. Here are fountains, spaciauts,cgshady walks, and
profusion of flowers without, while within are large, highiled and stuccoed rooms,
elaborate windows, delicately wrought frescoes, thesfimegs and divans, showy
chandeliers and candelabra, stately pier glasses hromgbamels' backs from distant
Trebizond or Bushire, inlaid tables from Shiraz, and pogiéxan Reshd.

The andaroonpresents a marked contrast. The rooms are usually andhllow
without ventilation, the courts confined, sunless, and;bdre garden ill-kept, and the
general air of a backyard pervading the entire establishriidis order is reversed by
many ecclesiastics, who in deference to the popular ideato be very holy, one must
be very dirty, reserve all their luxuries for thedaroon,and make a show of beggarly
plainness in the part of the house to which their p@pitsthe public have access.

The Persian wife seldom ventures into bieeoon,and when she does, it is as an
outsider only, who is tolerated as long as no othetovis present. All its belongings are
in charge of men-servants, and the dainty touches déthmine hand are nowhere seen
in their arrangement, and her presence is lacking thergreet its guests, or grace its
entertainments.

When the Khanum suffers from any of the ailments, vithich in America or
Europe outdoor
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exercise, travel, a visit to the seaside, to the mingjtar to the baths is required, the
physican feels his helplessness. He sees that thatpedienot recover her nervous tone
in her present environment. But there is no seaside eatappossible distances and in
impossible climates. A visit to the mountains would meaind shut up in a little dirty
village, whose houses are mud hovels, the chief industihote women is the milking
of goats and sheep, and working up beds of manure withféetreand moulding it by
hand into cakes for fuel. Or, if the husband have bmthnteans and the inclination, for
her sake to make an encampment upon the mountains lavggheto afford security
from robbers and wandering tribes, she would be confiaegely to the precincts
inclosed by the canvas wall surrounding the harem. Sheaidgsn akajava,or basket,
or in a closedakhterawanpr horse litter, or, as she sits perched high up,das&riman’s
saddle, looking in her balloon garments, and doubtlessndgeemore insecure than
Humpty Dumpty on the wall. In her outdoor costume, Khanum never walks. At best
she can only waddle, therefore she is almost as eé#fibygtshut out from this important
form of exercise as the women of China. In both coestiiie peasant class are blessed
with more freedom than those of higher rank, and thagalwomen, dispensing with the
baggy trousers and in some districts also witlctiader,or mantle, swing by on the road
with
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an elastic stride that would do credit teederan of many campaigns.

Travelling in Persia is, for women particularly, a teatof so great discomfort,
that even the shortest journey could seldom be recodwedess a health measure. There
are some famous mineral springs in Northern Persia, Hayt @are usually in regions
difficult of access, and often dangerous on account ofads and robbers, and they
generally have only such facilities for bathing as nahag afforded. If they really do
heal diseases their virtues must be marvellous, fositttewho visit them usually stay
but a day or two, though they make a business of bathing teiehave the opportu-
nity. To prescribe travel, therefore, would be about ¢g@ivalent of prescribing a
journey to the moon, and to recommend outdoor exercisgnfanmate of thandaroon
would be like prescribing a daily exercise in flying, the d®eing about as practicable as
the other. Should the physician find it necessary on ther ¢tdind to isolate his patient
for the treatment of hysteria, which is exceedinglynmon, or for mental troubles, which
are also very common, he is equally at sea. No nonatesven a "Sairey Gamp" could be
found. When it is known that one has a severe #Blmgsvisitation from God, they come,
as in the days of Job, "every one from his own placemdarn with him."

In cases where absolute isolation has been orderad, essential condition of the
patient's
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recovery, the physician may expect on his next visitfihd the room filled with
chattering women, who have gathered to speculate opa$sbilities of a recovery or
each to recommend the decoction which cured some onenlese case was "just like
this." There is but little watching done at night in thesinsevere cases, and a physician
is seldom called up at night to see a patient.

On my first introduction to th@andaroon | had little acquaintance with either
Persian customs or costumes. | had been asked to sseettod a high dignitary, and on
my arrival was at once ushered into her presenceundfany fair patient awaiting me,
standing beside a fountain, in the midst of a garden Quiental in its features. She was
closely veiled, but her feet and legs were bare, andskiels were so economically
abbreviated as at first to raise the question in my mitether | had not by mistake of
the servant been announced before the lady had coohpleteoilet. She, however, held
out her hand, which apparently she did not intend nshase, and | presently made out
that | was expected to feel her pulse as the prelimitmy inquiries concerning her
symptoms; or rather in lieu of them, the competensiBe physician needing no other
clue to the diagnosis. Then the pulse of the othaestwrad to be examined, and |
inspected the tongue, of which | obtained a glimpse betwhes skilfully disposed folds
of the veil. This woman had been suffering from a ma-
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larial disease, which had manifested some grave symptaordsl tried to impress upon
the family the importance of her taking prompt measuoeavert another paroxysm.
Feeling somewhat anxious as to the result, | sent themepning to inquire about her
condition and the effect of the remedy prescribed, Iéatned to my disgust that the
medicine had not yet been given, the Mullah who mudtemistekhara" (cast the lot) to
ascertain whether the remedy was a suitable ortbdarase, not having yet arrived.

Seclusion, lack of exercise, the monotony that lefdvesnind to prey upon itself,
ignorance, early marriage, unhappiness, abuse, andgagadiseases bring upon the
Persian woman a great amount of physical suffering tliiré@ceable to the system of
Mohammedanism. One special demand of her religionnthath of fasting, is a case in
point. At the age of seven, the girls must assumebilnden, not taken up by boys till
they are thirteen. For a mere child to be deprived of faod drink, sometimes for
seventeen hours at a stretch, day after day, and tlosved to gorge herself at night,
cannot but be a physical injury.

In illness, no pen can depict the contrast betweefirred Christian sickroom and
the crowded noisy apartment, poisoned with tobacco snwakere lies the poor Persian
woman in the dirty garments of every-day wear, covesededding in worse condition.
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Mentally, the Persian women are as bright as thdsang race. The same
physician says, "The Persian woman is often neittdwllanor a drudge. | have known
some who were recipients of apparently true lovepees and solicitude on the part of
their husbands, as their sisters in Christian lardsje who were very entertaining in
conversation, even in their husbands' presence; sormewete their husbands' trusted
counsellors; some who were noted for learning; some wdr@ successfully managing
large estates; some who have stood by me in my professicork, in emergencies
demanding great strength of character and freedom frograrat sectarian prejudice.”

But these are the exceptions; scarcely one in a thousandnly education, even
in its most restricted sense of being able to read arnd her own language intelligently.
It is marvellous to see how all the advantages arnehad on the boy, who will have
Arabic, Persian, and French tutors, while his sisteaught nothing. In consequence, the
ignorance and stupidity of woman have become proveibisl a common saying, "Her
hair is long, but her wit is short.”

In a Persian newspaper, there lately appeared sonwesrtn which, after
apologizing for mentioning the subject of women, the wrégpoke strongly of their
present illiterate state. He taxed the mothers \ahgrreat mortality among children, and
made the amazing statement, that in Australia
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every woman who loses a child is punished by law witHdke of a finger! He did not
venture to prescribe this drastic remedy for Persiasdyg the husbands and fathers who
allow their women to remain in ignorance should bdd hgp to public scorn and
contempt, and that nothing but education and religion vakema change.

Wonderful to relate, this article elicited the followgireply from a lady, which we
print as it was written:

LETTER FROM A MOSLEM WOMAN

To the honored and exalted editor of the "Guide”—

"I myself have no education, but my two children, a bog a girl, have a little.
Every day they use your paper for their reading lesand, | listen with the greatest
attention. Truly, as far as a patriot's duty goes, y@udascharging it. Your paper is
having a remarkable effect on the minds of both men andewoinrejoice, and am
delighted with your love for race and country, and praspecially the articles
recommending the education of women.

"Some days ago, the children were reading, and | wasiligj because | take
such an interest in the writings in ti&uide that | am constrained to defer the most
necessary labors, till the reading is finished. You hsweken well about the poor
unfortunate women; but first the men must be educated;ubecthe girl receives
instruction from her father and
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the wife from her husband. You reproach these ilksthwwomen, because they are
addicted to superstitious practices. Your humble servantsraketition that they are not
so much to blame.

"In this very city | know men of the first rank, whave even travelled in Europe
(I will not mention their names) who are superstitioosah incredible degree. Before
putting on a new suit of clothes, they consult theo&mger and look in the calendar for
an auspicious hour, and if shoes or other articles doome the bazaar at an unlucky
moment, they return them till the stars shall be npoopitious; when they contemplate a
visit to royalty, or to Government officials, theykeathe chaplet of beads and cast lots to
ascertain a fortunate time. Is it then strange thamen believe in written prayers,
fortune telling, and thestekhar& You write that in a foreign country you have seen men
who had fled there to escape their wives. You are telhegtiuth, because, indeed, the
women are a thousand times more incapable than theAndnwvhy should they not be,
who always sit behind a curtain wrapped in a veil? The hustemdélee from his wife to
a foreign land, but what of her who is left behind: &ens are, as it were, broken, her
condition remediless, hopeless? For her, there istiplace whither she may flee—the
grave! Look, and you will see in every cemetery ongtfo of all are men's graves; the
rest are of women who have escaped their husbandisably.
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"Again you speak of their ignorance of domestic econothg rearing of
children, the avoidance of contagious diseases, etcn\&hmor woman is taken to her
husband's home, it is true she knows nothing of theegghand does not make home
comfortable, but by the time she is the mother of twdhree children, she begins to
learn; she economizes in food and clothing; she looks ladtrechildren; she adds to her
husband's prosperity. She takes a pride in the home, in wheclhopes to enjoy many
happy days; but poor creature! she sees one day a wortexing her door, who says,
‘Your husband has married me.' She recalls all her strufggléasmily and home, and her
heart is filled with bitterness. Quarrels ensue, andhbsband, taking a stick, beats her
till she is like well-kneaded dough. Afterwards they bgth before the judge, who
without making any investigation of the case, gives seetén favor of the man. ‘You
have not in any wise transgressed the law; the femak are all radically bad; if this
one says anything more, punish her." Unfortunate creatusdielfis modest and self-
respecting, this trouble falling upon her occasions varidossges, and she knows not
what becomes of house and children. The neighbor wosesing all this, are com-
pletely discouraged from improving their homes, or rgatimeir children properly, as
they say, ‘The more our husbands' circumstances iraptbe less they will care for us.'
Why then reproach
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the women? It is proper to advise the men, who haveddamwo things thoroughly from
the law of the Prophet: one | have mentioned, and tier a& this. In the evening when
the Aga comes, he first washes himself to be cerempmilin and says his prayers to
fulfil the law of the prophet. Then he goes to his privatan, or to the men's apartments.
Half an hour does not pass, till he sends to demandjithood used with intoxicating
drinks, meat, fruits, etc.). The wife makes all reaahd sends to him. Then the unhappy
soul hears from that quarter the sound of piano, orgamnasourine, and some women
just from their feelings at such times, become a pregivers maladies and untold
misery. At one or two o'clock in the morning, the Agads his honorable presence into
the andaroon The wife asks, ‘What is this business in which you ha@nlkengaged?
How long must | put up with these evil doings?' Immexjata quarrel ensues; the
husband, partially or quite intoxicated, and not in histrigind, answers, ‘What business
of yours is it what | do? If | wish to bring the musies and dancing women, | shall do as
| like. Many women, on account of these evil practidaheir husbands, give themselves
up also to wicked ways, and others take to their beds with heuld such a one take
her case to a judge, he is worse than her husband, amwitl sthe complain to the
religious heads, many of them in secret indulge in thesaces.
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"Why then judge so severely those who are all suffeunder these troubles?
Again you say that women should be educated, but faildioate in which quarter of our
city is situated the school which they are to attend, W our ignorance of its location,
beg you to point out where we may find it. In my owaighborhood there are twenty
capable girls who are ready; some wishing to study dressgasome sick-nursing,
midwifery, etc. Unfortunately, our nobles and ecclesiastire so busy, advancing the
price of wheat, speculating on the next harvest, smagc¢heir neighbors' caps from their
heads, that they have not yet found time to establisbhao$ or university. |1 hope,
through a blessing on the labors of your pen, this alilbe remedied, and this stupid
people awaken from its sleep. This brief petition | hanede, and my daughter has
written it out. As | have no learning, | beg you to exciis mistakes and defects.” . . .

This letter is remarkable as showing that an awakeninigeggnning in this
country and that some women are feeling its influencat #mong them there are
stirrings of a new ambition, and a great dissatisfactiith their present condition.
Moslem ladies, invited to witness the closing exhibitmina school for missionary
children, exclaimed, "When will our daughters have suclodppities?" A young girl
was filled with the extraordi-
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nary ambition to become a doctor, like the lady phgsiavhom she admired; she came
for lessons in English, physiology, chemistry, and nmateredica, showing talent and
remarkable studiousness; but during a disturbance againstnfaseligols, her father

forbade her coming, so the cloud again shrouded this partiaught star.

What is the legal and social position of woman? A ginnes into the world
unwelcome; while the birth of a boy is announced andocaied with great rejoicings,
that of his sister is regarded as a misfortune. Saidthemd'Why should | not weep over
my baby girl, who must endure the same sorrows | kaesvn? She is of little value; a
father of passionate temper, annoyed by the crying cfithéy infant daughter, flung her
out of the window, effectually and forever stilling tpéiful wail. He was no more
punished than if it had been the kitten who had suffexau fiis rage.” If she grows up,
the grace, beauty, and sweet audacity of childhood géienfor a little girl a place in her
father's affections; but not to be long enjoyed; amydaetrothal and marriage are the
universal custom.

Engagements take place as early as three years oldharmtide is sometimes
then taken to grow up with her future husband. Should oneréngsito the condition of
unmarried women in this country, we are reminded of thet@snchapter on "Snakes in
Ireland." There are no snakes in
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Ireland. | am credibly informed, that in many places impossible to find an unmarried
girl of thirteen, and in the course of extensive trgvets/ering a period of more than
twenty years, | have myself met but four spinstersamfirmed old maids. It is needless
to add that these were persons who possessed great stagingth of character and
firmness of purpose, and all seemed highly respected in dlagi family and social
circle. One, the daughter of a Mujtahid, or highestgi@lis teacher, was thoroughly
versed in all the special studies of her father, wad bducated her. She understood
Persian, Arabic, and Turkish, being able to read and whnéen well, and was often
consulted on difficult points in the Koran, by the Nné, who admitted that she
understood it better than they. Another, living in a lafgeily of several brothers,
enjoyed the esteem and affection of all, and was mutrely mourned when she died.

These are, however, great exceptions, and consideradeaeydopposed to the
command of the Prophet. It is regarded as a cardinahadito marry, and our single
ladies are often assured the only prospect before iheifthe eternal pains of hell-fire,
as the penalty for the obstinate disobedience inpdwiscular. Even the lepers, segregated
in their wretched villages, feel the pressure of opiniod are obliged to marry in
accordance with religion.

Theoretically, no girl is married against her will; buagtically, the pressure from
her family and
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society is too strong for her to resist, and the ssmeuch the case with the young men.
The choice of a partner for life being one in whictenfthe boy has no voice, it follows

that the girl has none whatever. A father engaginglaigghter was asked, "What does
the girl think of it herself?" "She? It is none of tadfair; it is my business whom she

marries." Like Browning's Pompilia:

"Who, all the while, bore from first to last
As brisk a part in the bargain, as yon lamb
Brought forth from basket, and set out for sale
Bears, while they chaffer o'er it; each in turn
Patting the curly, calm, unconscious head,
With the shambles ready round the corner there."

Thus the girl enters a new home, often to be theestd her mother-in-law. As a
rule, the married couple have had no previous acquaintatiteach other.

Such a state of society is hard on both sexes. A maouizd to a wife who will in
all probability deceive and disobey him, who compassdsalg what she cannot obtain
by fair means, and who has no affection for him. Shgnsrant; she is no companion for
him mentally; it is not strange that he dreads to placker keeping his honor, his
property, and the welfare of his house. | have hearduamgyonan say, "We are like
putting out a hand into the dark, to receive we know not.wbBone thing only we are
sure; it will be bad." It is impossible that much unhappsshould not re-
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suit, as shown by the number of divorces, reckoned bybtlemselves as at least forty
per cent. of the marriages. The wonder is that happyiagas do occur. Some there
undoubtedly are, but in defiance of the system, and nobnsequence of it. When one
such comes to our notice, it appears like a green and higigesasis in a monotonous
desert. One lady told us, "I have been married fifygsars, and my husband and | have
have never had a difference." Another said, "He ikisd to me; he has never yet
scolded me for anything | did." She added, "But | am extremwetgful to avoid what |
know he does not like and in all matters I try my besplease him." It must be said,
however, that one of these men is secretly a believ€hrist, and the other a follower of
the Bab, in whose system the equality and rights oharoplay a prominent part.

Did space permit we should gladly tell the romantic histdr@Qurrat-el-Ayn, the
Joan of Arc of the Babi movement; but in this conmexgtive may be pardoned for
giving the following sonnet, evoked by her remarkable life taagic death:

"Quarrat-el-Ayn! not famous far beyond
Her native shore. Not many bards have sung
Her praises, who, her enemies among,
Wielding her beauty as a magic wand,
Strove for the cause of him who had proclaimed
For poor down-trodden womanhood the right
Of freedom. Lifting high her beacon light
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Of truth, she went unveiled and unashamed,
A woman, in the land where women live
And weep and die secluded and unknown,
She broke the bonds of custom, and to give
The Bab her aid, she dared the world alone,
Only to fail: death closed the unequal strife,
And Persia blindly wrecked a noble life." . . .

The popular estimate of woman is that she is naturaiyior, not to be trusted,
to be kept continually under surveillance as a necegsalywith something disgraceful
in the fact of her existence, a person to be contr@l® kept down from birth to death.
"Why do you take your wife out to walk with you?" said omether to another more en-
lightened. "I see you promenading outside of the villagh Wwer; she will get out of her
proper place, and neither obey or respect you, if you paimmgein that way." The
younger man replied with indignation, "Is she not enhn being, and shall | not treat her
as such?" The elder answered, "She must know that her gropgion is under your
foot."

A poet says, "A thousand houses are destroyed by womaather Moslem
authority writes, "Jealousy and acrimony, as well agkness of character and judgment,
are implanted in the nature of women, and incite tHhemmisconduct and vice."
Mohammed says, "Chide those whose refractoriness yoe ¢@use to fear, and beat
them." The limit suggested is, "Not one of you must whipahis like whipping a slave."
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A book containing sage advice warns man against three thiagst, excess of
affection for a wife, for this gives her prominence &atls to a state of perversion, when
the power is overpowered and the commander commanded. Semllting or
acquainting a wife with secrets or amount of propertygh&mmed also warns, "Not to
entrust to the incapable the substance which God hatbdolath you," and, "Beware,
make not large settlements on women." "Third, Let hidowalher no musical
instruments, no visiting out of doors, or listening to stdries.

As to a woman's duty, Mohammed declared that if the worshipne created
being could be permitted to another, he would have enjoineddrship of husbands. It
seems strange to calculate a woman's value arithnigtidalt in Moslem law the
testimony of two women is equal to that of one man, aghi@r gets half a son's
inheritance, and a wife only an eighth of her husbandpepty, if there are children;
otherwise a fourth. A husband does not speak of his vdfesueh, but uses some
circumlocution as "My house, my child, or the motheswéh a boy." A villager asked
the doctor to come and treat his mother. "How old i®'sh€hirty." "And how old are
you?" "Forty." "How can she be your mother?" A bystandiled with contempt for
such obtuseness, whispered, "It is his wife, but he dodentol say so.” In like manner,
the children are not taught to say father
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and mother, but the master, the older brother, theesss the lady sister, the older sister.

A comic paper published by Mohammedans in Russia, and motvei language,
has recently had some amusing pictures bearing on sigopoof women. In the first,
two women and several men are coming before the Muflahsnarriage or divorce;
large heads of sugar carried into the presence hintkaripras a factor in the case. The
women, who stand mute and submissive, with their mdigtisup, as is literally the case
with many of them, have evidently nothing to say in thetenalhe second scene shows
a man and three boys sitting around a large bowl of wbéch is rapidly disappearing
before their vigorous onset. The cat is crunching a bartethke wife and mother sits at
one side while even the baby in her arms is given doporbut she waits till all are
satisfied, and she may come in for the leavings. Agae|aitd and master of the house,
stretched upon a divan, smokes his pipe, a crying child besrden the floor. His wife
enters, staggering under a heavy stone water jar on ddsh, another in her hand, and
a child tied on her back. He exclaims, "Oh, woman, @ay curse you! this child gives
me the headache! come, take it also on your back."

A full two-page colored cartoon depicts the carriage wiat exalted personage,
with the veiled wife in it rolling through the streethie all men and boys are turning
their backs, and some even
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shutting their eyes in obedience to officers armed \atlg whips. A dog also has
duteously and humbly turned his back to the forbidden sigttjsacrouched down with
the most virtuous air you could imagine. When such sasisethis can appear, and the
edition of the paper runs up into the thousands, peopleegiening to think.
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XVIII
DARKNESS AND DAYBREAK IN PERSIA
PART Il

THERE is indeed another side to the question, and all Honilve Moslem men
whose eyes are open to see the wrongs of women, Wisasts pity, and who venture
into the thorny and dangerous path of reform! Many masejoubt, feel all these things,
but what can they do? They are so bound in the natstdm and prejudice, that it is next
to impossible to remedy, in any degree, the existing;eviide by attempting it, they run
the risk of making things worse, and so shrug their shogjlded feel there is nothing to
do but to submit.

One husband, sincerely attached to his wife, said td'Hmy glad | should be to
see her free as you are! It is no pleasure to mawe her shrouded in a black wrap, and
shut up behind a curtain; it is the dream of my life to tad&eto Europe, and have her
travel with me, as a companion and a friend. But indbimtry | dare not deviate in the
least from our customs; she is so pretty, if other s@m her | should be killed for her
sake." This man was studying English, and the teacheg bei

228
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man, the lady sat behind a screen, listening to tleomss and learning faster than the
gentleman. Though he had three other wives, this oneaigbthdeing childless) had
complete possession of his heart. They gave a super tady physician and myself,
he doing us the honor to wait on the table, a thing wiiad,not my own eyes seen it, |
could not have believed possible in Persia. It wascseiffily surprising to have him sit at
the same table and eat with us, but how much moréabwith each course he should
rise, change our plate, and serve the food which the caoaighbt to the door of the room.
He had never appeared so honorable in our eyes, as whetaying aside the pride of
rank and station, he was "among us as one that served."

When one first comes to a Moslem country, a sentiméptrofound pity for the
women predominates; but as it is evident that half the ptipalcannot be kept in an
unnatural and degraded condition, without entailing disastconsequences on the other
half, one begins to feel equal sympathy for the men, suffier under the disadvantage of
having no true family life, and indeed of being unable to farconception of what it is.

The great trouble is the lack of confidence in marriex] &6 it is a very rare thing
to find a wife who can trust her husband not to divdreg if it appear convenient and
desirable, or not to add to his wives if he be able.

Divorce, which a woman may obtain under cer-


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

230 OUR M@/ SISTERS

tain rare conditions, is a man's right without restic A woman's only protection is, her
dowry must be paid her, and her husband must pronouacgetitence of divorce three
times. Thus a little check is put on an angry impulse., pger health, loss of beauty or
eyesight, lack of children, especially of sons, or tleeast whim, may be the excuse for
it. The most pathetic appeals are made to the ladyddst women in dread of divorce.

A wealthy nobleman, married to a young and beautiful laflgqual rank, the
mother of both sons and daughters, and as reportéhl, avfair amount of wedded
happiness, was dazzled by a proposed alliance with a gia€each rank as to brook no
rival. The indispensable condition was a divorce, andlates separation from the wife
he had. She knew nothing of her fate till one day, wheiting at her brother's, word was
brought her she need not return home. That night theimgeadhs celebrated with firing
of cannon and great festivities, but the children werengrfor their mother, and for her
and them there was no redress. She immediately weptigrimage to a holy shrine, to
pray that her husband and his new wife might he curs&@bdf The man met with some
very signal and public reverses, and transported with gbe flew to another sacred
place, to call down more misfortunes on his head.

Many of the divorced women remarry; others become liegmamaid-servants.
As for the chil-
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dren, if the family be wealthy, they remain with theh&t if poor, in case both parents
find other partners, they are often cast adrift to $hifthemselves.

On a journey, the wife of the muleteer was seerettahing aside part of the tea,
sugar, etc., purchased by the man for their joint usewasdsked the cause. She replied,
"It is necessary to make some provision for myself agémesday when he shall divorce
me; | have had six husbands and he has had seven whetsgan | expect?" The couple
had been newly married, and this was their wedding trip.

A sad-faced drudge in our lodging place told us, "I am thetynfdth wife, some
are divorced, some dead; to-morrow it may be my turoto g

Polygamy is prevalent among the rich who can affqrdnt is regarded by many
as highly meritorious. Some of the poor also practiskut most of them have but one
wife at a time, and are comparatively faithful to hdre percentage of men who live in
polygamy is difficult to arrive at, but a good judge hasmested it at thirty per cent. The
best men seem to be ashamed and to deprecate it.sagntas forbidden in the Koran,
by the verse which allows only as many wives as a matreanhwith equity; as they say
this is an impossibility, if a man has more than oomssort, to treat them alike. When
asked about the example of the Prophet, and the halyespecially the Imams,
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they say, as for Mohammed, he was allowed peculiarlgges, not granted to other
men. Some who consider the Imams sinless, explain toeduct in the same way.
Those who do not accept this solution say the Imamsvchag in having a plurality of

wives. When asked about the Shah, they reply he doegwrgmactising polygamy, but
it is permitted to him because he has the power ihdnsls.

No Moslem woman is supposed to have any right to requiexject that her
husband will be true to her in the marriage relationugiofidelity to him is rigorously
exacted of her, and her breach of it is punishable witthdea

There may be instances where the women of a polygantuselold agree; the
casual stranger, who visits a harem without any knowleddke language, or personal
acquaintance with the inmates, will often be assuredhlegtlove each other fondly, and
are more than sisters in friendship; but the trustedlyafriend, or the lady doctor, can
tell a very different tale.

Our doctor told me once, she thought the two women oftaicehouse, were an
exception to the general rule, and that they really vréggads; but soon after, the older
one being sick, she saw a good deal of her in privatewasdobliged sadly to confess
she had been mistaken.

| have myself known of one case, in which the rivales were of the same mind.
One of our neighbors had two partners of his joys anmdwssr
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who sometimes joined forces, and gave him a good beatifg, would be seen flying in

hot haste from his "happy" home. One man said to ons,df don't need to die in order
to go to hell; I have it in my own house; | live thérgnother, when told by the indignant
doctor, "Your mode of life is beastly," replied, "I kmat; compared with me the beasts
are decent."

If the wives are in the same house, it is filled withdnitess and jealousy; if they
are in separate houses or even in different towms,cse is not much better. If the
women were not taught by their religious leaders that sadferings are the will of God,
and that it is very meritorious to accept them, antéaf believed any other fate possible,
| do not think they would endure it. They say "Christtammen have their heaven now,
but afterwards they will inherit endless suffering; /e hell in this life, but hereafter
shall come eternal bliss."

"Do we love our husbands?" said one in answer to a qogstles, as much as a
sieve holds water." One of our friends, the third oé¢hwives in one house, was found
by us at her mother's. "Oh, yes," she said, "I have doomg to stay; | simply could not
bear it any longer; so | hired a woman to take my plate my husband and came here."

These are regularly married wives, with dowry rights #red protection of law.
What of the poor temporary hired ones, who come fomgdo or shorter period, and a
specified wage? This is the
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peculiar shame and blot of the Shiah sect of Islam, whimt only tolerates the vile
institution ofmuti, but takes it under the sanction of law and custom, aed permits
the ministers of religion to be the chief promotersitpimany of them accumulating
wealth by this base means.

You will sometimes hear it stated that there are aashs of prostitution in
Moslem lands. In Persia, at least, the institutiory mat exist in precisely the same form
as in other countries, where it is under the banheflaw, and in defiance of public
opinion, but it is here, in a form which utterly depratee mind of the people, and
obliterates for them all moral distinctions, poisoniamily life at the very fountain. It is
impossible to go fully into this subject: the detaile &oo revolting, but one or two
instances may suffice.

We know of a girl who was sold for five dollars by Hemily, and taken by her
brother to a city where a Khan wished for her during dnspiorary sojourn; on his return
he discarded her, and she came back to her familgoe&l standing in no wise affected
by the transaction, which was merely a matter of busin&s old roue, who had already
had over thirty wives, sitting like a spider in his welgnir his upper window spied a
pretty young girl in the street. Her family was poor, hkadempted them with money and
large promises, and sent silks and satins for the traustevas all but done, when some
missionary ladies remonstrated
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on her behalf, and showed how she would soon cometbatlem ruined and diseased.
So she escaped for that time.

In the house of my Turkish teacher, | was introducedmg brother's wife."
Inquiring about her some months after | was told, "Myther has no wife; he has never
been married." "But who, then, was that woman who pvasented to me as his wife?"
"That was amuti woman; he treated her so badly she could not stayirherdut, but
asked to be excused and went away without her money."

The effect of polygamy and divorce on children is verg. & son, particularly,
seeing his mother treated with disrespect, feels cont&mpier, and will in many cases
tyrannize over and beat her. Another effect is thabsity is stimulated, and a premature
and unhallowed knowledge is gained of the most sacredoredabf life, which is
contaminating, and destroys for ever the innocence @ftddod. As a matter of course,
there is jealousy between the children of differentewj and estrangement and hatred
destroy family affection. One who has seen the childrieSarah in the place of honor,
presented proudly to the visitor and indulged in every wasig, at the same time the
children of Hagar standing humbly in the presence assesvor hanging about the door
outside, will not soon forget the contrast.

In such a house there is nothing whatever to teach #ghbgyossibility of leading
a clean life;
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purity is not expected of him, and often the most eldbopeovision is made to satisfy
the lusts of the flesh. The mother of a young boY ik a female servant for him as part
of the regular family. The effect of such an elementthe whole household may be
imagined. Bitter also is the retribution often suftefer such breaches of the law of God.
Barrenness is a most common thing, and the Moslem papulddes not increase but
barely replaces itself, while the Jews and Christiavhose family life is comparatively
pure, survive and win in the race of life.

If a Moslem woman were sure of her place in her husbaadtection and her
position in the home, | am certain she would prove Ieaseworthy as any; for | have
observed some families among them where the tradiiaccustom of the clan is against
polygamy and divorce, and the women in those homesoged to their husbands'
interests, ready to work hard and deny themselves fohdinge which they know is
guaranteed to them and their children. We are very airtk that having known noth-
ing better and having nothing else to hope for, they musobieigted and reconciled to
their lot. This reminds one of the answer of the @bife, when one remonstrated with
her on the habit of skinning eels alive, "Oh, they da'id it; they are used to it." This is
far from being the case, and it is especially true o$¢hwho, by travel or contact with
Christians, have had their eyes opened to the
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fact, that in other countries their sisters enjoyaadiages of education, and are objects of
respect denied to themselves; that Christian womenraseet with freedom, and as a
rule prove worthy of it.

Yet the fact remains: these women and girls cannetlbeated and emancipated,
without bringing to bear on the social fabric influescwhich would result in its
disintegration and destruction, with nothing betteregolace it. Galling as are the curtain
and the veil, they cannot be dispensed with, for te#faworse evils. Ignorance and
seclusion are better than education and liberty with@anahnestraint.

While polygamy and divorce exist, and there is no standarpurity equally
applicable to both sexes, more freedom than woman wggepses cannot with safety be
granted her. | fail to see any remedy, but in the dectimd practice of Christianity. The
fact known to be true of a school in Syria, pointstbetsolution of the problem. Of the
pupils of a Protestant school, conducted there, for nyaays, and largely attended by
Moslem girls, it is stated a case has never been knekere a pupil who had passed
through their hands had been divorced or obliged to acesatoad wife in her home.

These women have learned lessons of duty, of persesabmsibility to God, of
self-respect, self-control, kindness, and love, thase the hearts of
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their husbands safely to trust in them. Can we saynash for any other system of
education or religion?

Certainly Mohammedanism, with it&in evils of polygamy and divorce, has not
only failed to elevate woman, but has everywhere regulh her degradation. More
pitiful than the more obvious wrongs inflicted by this syst is the effect produced upon
character. Being distrusted, she has become untrustwbgimg abused, she has become
abusive; and every evil passion is given free rein.

The bad wife is described by a Moslem writer as "a lrédrecontumacy and
unruliness; as a foe for contemptuousness and reproatkgsaa thief for treacherous
designs upon her husband's purse." She becomes an adeptse thf woman's weapon,
the tongue; "an unruly evil full of deadly poison." "Angry woman in a passion of rage,
pouring forth torrents of curses and invectives, is a ifucgrnate." The jealousy of rival
wives often leads to dreadful crimes. One woman beddime from vitriol thrown in her
face by another wife; an only son, most precious andgdf rank, was poisoned in his
innocent babyhood by his mother's rival; a young bridergtted suicide in her despair.

These are but instances; every harem has its unwinégadies.

Not the least feature of the moral ruin into whichythave fallen, is the impurity
which seems to permeate every thought; so that theyhtleti
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obscene songs, vile allusions, and impure narrativesis8ionary lady visiting at the
home of a high-born Moslem woman, very religious andode according to their
standards, was so shocked by the character of the satieer with which her hostess
was trying to entertain her, as to be forced to sdydu talk to me like this, | shall be
obliged to excuse myself and leave your house."

Saddest of all, they often become so depraved that thegnho connive at the
evils of the system, but actively promote them. A lgding on a long pilgrimage herself
chose and brought two young girls, to be her husband'sibmes in her absence. A
mother cultivates in her son the passions she shoultl teacto subdue. The present
mode of life is supposed to be perpetuated in Paradise, wherg true believer is to
have "seventy-two wives, and eighty thousand slaxaksHouris specially created for
him. The place for Moslem woman is not definitely spedi

The religion that robs them of happiness in this kfied gives no hope of it in the
next, lays the same obligations upon them as on men, thz.five foundations of
practice: the witnessing to the Unity of God and the agslsiph of the Prophet; observing
the five daily seasons of prayer; alms-giving; the tddRamazan; and the pilgrimage to
Mecca.

In Persia is added the mourning for a month, for Hassah Hossein, the
martyred grandsons of Mohammed. As in all religions, ew@re most
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zealous and devoted in the performance of these dutieshdyiractice of Islam has
nothing to satisfy their soul hunger. Their belief indGe cruel fatalism, and all their
rites work no change of heart, and give no peace of Gnmsxi

The Gospel comes to them with a special appeal, and tgirtgi own message.
That they should have any message, or be considerddiatredws to them; they are so
used to neglect and disrespect. When two of us, atnthtation of a lady of rank,
attended their Passion Play, we sat with her on tbeng, among a crowd of women,
who were pushed about by ushers with long poles, while Itrds" of creation" sat
comfortably above on chairs, and in booths.

So accustomed are Moslem women to being hustled abduththawonder at
Christ's "Forbid them not,"” which we are apt to applydalthe children, forgetting that
it was spoken for the mothers. It is sometimes mogtseng to see a pompous dignitary
crowd his way into the dispensary of the lady physicéam when made with difficulty
to understand that only women are treated there, wsfallen. There at least women
have not only the first, but the only entrance. Theyrant surprised at the Syrophenician
woman being called "a dog." They are used to the emtitemploy it themselves. One
often hears one berating her own offspring, as "childaoflog.” When driven to
desperation by want, the Persian woman
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can be as defiant, shameless, and persistent, as sie lndfore the unjust judge. Not
unfrequently mobs of women led by a woman, attack thesgaf the governors,
demanding bread.

Their often miserable and diseased condition of hemftkes them feel how
tender is Christ's compassion in His miracles of healligy also have often suffered
much from quack nostrums, "only to grow worse." In any d@fvvillage women, one
may see an old hag, bent and "bowed together—not altife herself up,” and there is
no more pitiful sight than the old women of Persianéighbor, a hundred years old,
always appeals to our charity on the ground of being "phaor."

Their life and occupations are so identical with thasBible times, that they feel
at once familiar with the scenes described in the N@stament. Every morning, a
village woman must mix the leaven in her meal for theydaaking, must sweep her mud
floor, and often two of them sit at the hand mill giflrg wheat or salt. Every one who
can, wears a necklace of silver coins, and counts eaehprecious. The custom of
covering the face "lest a man look upon a woman" is saomght into their earliest
training that they are able to draw their vailstantly,whatever they are doing, if a man
approaches.

They marvel, as did Christ's disciples, that Headlwith a woman, especially of
a foreign race, and that He asked for a drink of wétetp-day
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the Persians think a cup defiled if a Christian drinknfri In a wedding procession in a
village, the musicians lead with fife and drum, and "thging" follow in all the finery
they can muster. At times of mourning also, they at¢tgaghe Gospels describe. Friends
gather to "weep and bewalil." | have seen a roomful of @oswaying and sobbing,
while a mother chanted a plaintive refrain: "Alas! dlaspeating the beloved name of
the dead; often tearing her hair, and beating her bredstve often seen blear-eyed
women, who said they had become so by excessive weaypenghe death of a child. To
such comes Jesus' message, "Weep not."

Religious observances in Persia are such as give spapmficance to Gospel
teaching. | had a visitor whose lips were continuallymbling while she fingered her
beads. She told me she was making merit, by repeatinguthgred names of Allah.
Often when in their homes, our hostess will excusediierbecause "it is the hour of
prayer," and going to a corner of the same room, willlgough the forms and gestures
of Mohammedan worship. "Vain repetitions" they seememvive know the words are
Arabic, a language she does not understand; and as in theofids prayers she calls
out directions to her servants, one can see theedgvotion in them.

Fasting is a terrible burden, when, for a month, fr@awmlto dark, not a morsel of
food, or drop of water, or a whiff of the loved cigaretteipe can
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pass their lips. The people acknowledge that it ic#use of quarrelling and reviling, so
irritable do they become under the strain, yet thee dat "break their fast”" for fear of
others.

All who can afford it make the long pilgrimage to Mecoa,in lieu of that to
Kerbela or Meshed; and bear thereafter the holy namtapfKerbelai, or Meshedi. To
them it is a new thought, given by Christ to the womB8yehar, that no special location
is "the place where men ought to worship.” Of all Higdgonone receive more approval
from the Persian woman than His teachings on marriageli@ndce. They often say to
us, "How happy you Christian women are with no feadiedrce!"

Not only Christ's teachings but His character makes an gsjre and His
gentleness and purity especially attract them. We aveksd at the coarse questions:
"Can God have a Son? Was Jesus married?" but as thethbestory of His marvellous
life a look of awe sometimes comes into their fa@ssthe vision of "the White Christ"
dawns upon them.

A Moslem lady said to me, "I cannot read, but one womaour harem can, and
she reads the Injil (New Testament) to us; we can ngegerenough of it." Another,
making a call of condolence upon me, said, "There is onlybooé that can comfort
you; you have told me about it; now I tell you."

Those who have grown up in the midst of free in-


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

244 OUR M@/ SISTERS

stitutions, under the protection of law, and in thetlighpublicity, can really have no
idea of the difficulties to be encountered by the Moslkwman who becomes a
Christian. A man can escape by flight, but this refgdenied her. Even if she wish to
keep her change of faith secret, it is impossible to daisd be true to her new-found
Saviour. The whole warp and woof of her daily life arebeund up with religious
observances, and the least failure to perform thenvigealously noted, the least
endeavor to fulfil the commands of the Gospel with reda Sabbath rest, reading the
Word, or secret prayer is at once the object of remaaudk criticism; often of active
opposition. Were it not so her changed life and characiark her out as walking in a
different path and measuring her conduct by another stafrdemdthose who surround
her. She is most happy if, as sometimes happens, hem$bather, father, or son is in
sympathy with her, and has perhaps been the means eflightenment; or if a sister or
friend is of like faith, and they can strengthen eattteio But often she stands entirely
alone in her family and social circle, and must bear npatty persecution, even if she is
not turned out of her home, does not lose her childreheolife. In such circumstances,
if a convert stand firm, and even win her enemies te@tclesus, it is a genuine miracle.
Yet it is seen to occur.
Words cannot tell the beauty of some of these
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transformed faces: the sweetness plucked from bittgriles "lily among thorns." The

present help of a living Saviour and the wonderful hopeghofuture have made life an
entirely different thing. One such who had borne a/kigjoke in her youth, had suffered
deeply, and with rancor and rebellion in her heart againstwho had blighted her life,

has learned to forgive and pray for the one who so deepiyed her; and her daily

household life is a triumph of grace. During a choleraerpic, when all around were
panic-stricken, she and her sisters, who have foundi&etecious refuge, were per-
fectly calm, saying, "Why should we fear death? It can talg us to Jesus, which is far
better; as living or dying we are His."

One old woman walked three miles and back once a weekrder to be
instructed in the Gospel, and is never satisfied, alwaysts to learn more, and takes
great pains to remember texts and prayers. Once adtethikrs had gone she caught hold
of me, saying, "Do you think | walk all these miles, witly blind eyes, to learn nothing?
Come and teach me some more." Showing some hard badeag, she said, "No one
shall say | come for food; | have brought my own bread."

Another woman, whose paralytic son had learned to reaBible, said, "At first
| did not care for it, but little by little | got to levit." It worked a transformation in that
humble home; the son in his first despair had attemptedison himself; but he
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learned to praise God for the affliction which was teans of acquainting him with his
Saviour. The mother instead of considering the helplessigyanan a burden, and
complaining of the misfortune, nursed him for years wstich rare patience and
tenderness, that we marvelled to see it. The conbetsteen her and her neighbors is
marked; her face is gentle and kind, her voice sweet.iSHaithful, industrious, and
honest; for a whole summer when a family was absd,went alone every week to
sweep the house, and not a thing was ever missed, thouggneral, we expect nothing
better than pilfering and theft from the women of¢bentry.

In one city is gathered a little hand of believing wonveimp hold a weekly prayer
meeting, and "it is most touching to hear their simplpuests and pleading for this and
that one still outside the fold. When | was going to B-eythave me a message for the
sisters there. They had long taken a special inteme$tei work in that place, and never
failed to remember it at the throne of grace. They lmeald several women there were
secret believers, but afraid to confess their fapknty, so they sent word to them that
they themselves were once in the same state. Thegdféa confess Christ before men,
but He had promised to be with them, and He had given graoe to come out boldly,
and He had kept His promise to give peace and joy in alktihdrial and difficulty.
They then begged their
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sisters to do as they had done, to take the plungeingustHis power to help them, and
they would find all their fears taken away and couragerginstead."

Such, living and dying, was the experience of Almass ahtit. She had become
a Christian, and her husband also had suffered greacpéo from her own family on
this account. Her husband being away, she was living infdtber's house, and her
stepmother would not even give her enough to eat, colystamtled her, made her life
bitter, and did her best to prevent her praying. Beingkstnievith consumption, she went
to the hospital, where she rejoiced in Christian congueshiip and instruction, but at the
last, she was taken to her own home to die. A yourgjddan doctor, called in to attend
her, witnessed her triumphant death; himself but aim@nChristian, he exclaimed,
"Would that I could die so happy!" Her whole trust wasl@sus, and her only anxiety
that her little daughter should be trained in the saattle. f

Almass means diamond, and in the day when the Lord "snaikdlis jewels" she
will surely be among them.

Far away in the isles of Bahrein,
Down under the depths of the sea,

The Persian diver gathers his shells
For the goodly pearls that shall be.

And what is the price of a goodly pearl?
A merchant man once for one,
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'Tis said, sold all he ever possessed,
And counted the deed well done.

And what is the price of a human soul?
The price it is set so high

The Son of God gave all that He had
When He came on earth to buy.

Submerged in the sea of sin are the souls,
Are the souls of Persian girls;

Ah! who will dive to the lowest depths,
To gather these hidden pearls?

They are gems for the crown of the King of kings,
More precious far in His sight

Than the jewels rare of the Shah-in-Shah,—
All His glory and delight.
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XIX
THE CONDITION OF MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN IN BALUCHISTAN

IN the degraded position of its women is to be seen thstrait of the religion
of Islam. | will quote from the Government Report of Bht Baluchistan: "Throughout
the Province, but especially among the Afghans and Bsathe position of woman is
one of extreme degradation; she is not only a mere holdsé¢tumige, but she is the slave
of man in all his needs, and her life is one of caratirand abject toil. No sooner is a girl
fit for work than her parents send her to tend catttesie is compelled to take her part
in all the ordinary household duties. Owing to the systémalwar in vogue among the
Afghans, a girl, as soon as she reaches nubile sder all practical purposes, put up for
auction sale to the highest bidder. The father discomsé®r merits, as a beauty or as a
housekeeper, in the public meeting places, and invitessdffem those who are in want
of a wife. Even the more wealthy and more respectabghakfs are not above this
system of thus lauding the human wares which they haveate. The betrothal of girls
who are not yet born is frequent, and
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a promise of a girl thus made is considered particutaniging.

"It is also usual for an award of compensation for 8ltm be ordered to be paid
in this shape of girls, some of whom are living, whileeoshare not yet born.

"Similar customs prevail among the Jhalawan Brahuis,they have not yet
extended to all the Balneh tribes, though there are gigaisthe poorer classes are
inclined to adopt them. The exchange of girls, howeaerpng the Baluchis and the
framing of conditions, regarding any offspring which mayulte§om the marriage,
indicate that among this race also, women are regardaedah the same light.

"These details may appear to be beside the mark in disgu$e classification of
women as dependents or actual workers, but | relate thigmh& object of showing that
woman in Baluchistan is regarded as little more thanastelhFor where such a state of
parental feeling or rather want of feeling is to be fousd, surprising to find that woman
is considered either as a means for increasing man's ¢eyfothe greater ease with
which they are procured by her toil, or an object for ghatification of his animal
passions?

"A wife in Baluchistan must not only carry water, prep@ed, and attend to all
ordinary household duties, but she must take the flockeayraze, groom her husband's
horse, and assist in the cultiva-
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tion. So far is this principle carried out among ther3agd Zhob, that it is considered
incumbent on a married woman of this tribe to provide maday her own labor for
clothing herself, her husband, and her children, and ské/escno assistance, monetary
or otherwise, for this purpose from her husband, but intiaddio all this, the husband
hopes that she may become the mother of girls whiofetch as high a price as their
mother did before them. Hence it happens that amogbaiis, polygamy is only limited
by the purchasing power of a man; and a wife is looked @anlatter investment than
cattle, for in a country where drought and scarcitycarginually present, the risk of loss
of animals is great, whilst the offspring of a womarg girl, will assuredly fetch a high
price." So far the census report.

Slavery, polygamy, and concubinage exist throughout the Kidt¢ and Baluchi
area. Slavery is of a domestic character, but the staoften in a degraded and ignorant
condition, and in times of scarcity almost starvedhisyowner.

The female slaves often lead the lives of common pubss, especially among
the Baluch tribes, where the state of the women géipeseems very degraded.

Regarding polygamy, the average man is unable to afford than one wife, but
the higher classes often possess from thirty to swdynen, many of them from the
Hazare tribes of Afghanistan, whose
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women and children, during the rebellion in the late Asmieign, were sold over into
Baluchistan and Afghanistan. In nearly every villageany size one sees the Hazare
women, and the chief will talk of buying them as a farrae home will speak of
purchasing cattle.

Worse than all, one has daily illustrations of thehrthat the sins of the fathers
are visited on their families, in the degraded victimsnbierited and acquired disease
who come to the missionary doctor for relief, healiegn impossible in many of the
cases of these poor women. Pure selfishness charagtér&enen in their relationship
with their wives. All must not and cannot be told ingliration of this, but what happened
a short time ago in our out-patient department of theada Mission Hospital is an
instance.

A young Brahui mother was brought in order to be reliefrom suffering by an
operation which would require her to remain in the Haspi fort-night. When this was
proposed, the woman who brought her said at once, élfdsies that her husband will
send her away." The poor girl had to depart untreated, methashusband feared his
bodily comforts might be less if she were not thereinister to them.

May those who see this dark picture of the effect laitison womanhood in the
East, do all that is in them to bring the gloriowghti of the Gospel of Christ to their
suffering sisters.
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XX
IN SOUTHERN INDIA

IN South India the Mohammedans have been more orinélsgnced by the
Christian and heathen communities by which they areosnded. Many of them,
especially those belonging to the trading communitiese maarried women of Hindoo
birth who have become nominal Mohammedans.

Amongst the higher classes, especially amongst theandiwell-to-do, polygamy
is still common, though there are many men who have @mé wife and few who have
more than two. As a rule, in the city of Madras, eade will have a small place of her
own. It is a rare thing for several wives to live in theme house. It is, however,
extremely difficult to find out, without undue questionindjorthe various inmates are.
Often a house will be quite full of women and childreralbfages, but as a rule the true
explanation will be that the head of the house hasymsans, each of whom has brought
his wife to live in his old home, and all live in stricttvard obedience to the mother-in-
law. How much depends upon this mother-in-law! When sha kindly, peaceable
woman, things go fairly
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smoothly, but terrible things happen in homes where the enatHaw is harsh and
severe.

In all the homes the purdah is strictly kept, and aldsl can tell what dark deeds
areoccasionallydone in these secluded homes. Still education is spreadiiatyrand
with it changes must and do come. Young educated Mohammedantmow wanting
educated wives. The principal Mohammedans in Madras comanerh in contact with
Europeans and are considerably influenced by them, and wet deenthe Moslem as he
appears in Moslem countries under Moslem rule, but asppears after living for
generations under the British flag. If he disagreeh mitblic opinion (which no doubt he
often does) he keeps his opinion very much to himselfwatidgraceful courtesy agrees
to differ.

The purdah system is one that brings with it terripilsgand yet it is a system to
which those who apparently suffer from it most, cling thost closely. The secluded
women themselves look upon it as an honor, and a protfeofalue set upon them.
Even the very poorest people seclude their wives; whitiesse on the march hang up
blankets, sheets, and even rags to form a little encldsut&eir wives at each halting
place. Though individual women will often speak of thaiany troubles they rarely
mention their isolation, and truly pity those of @tmations who are not taken equal care
of. With education this aspect of affairs
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will change, and girls who have been educated in missiboods view things in a very
different light and no doubt long for greater freedom.

The best and only method of helping these poor secluded w@rtenspread
amongst them the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Np#ige can really help them, and
the great means of doing so is by education. Educatingtthe@ad so that they can read
of Him in their seclusion, and educating them as thorqugblpossible in schools and
house-to-house visitation so that they can understaat tiwéy read.

Let me give one illustration of what can be clondghis way. Some years ago |
was called in to a small zenana, where the familyevaémoble birth but extremely poor;
so proud that they would all rather starve than takeemon tell of their troubles. Three
little girls read with me, and very bright and intgdint | found them. The mother was in
bad health and seemed sad, though her husband was alwaysndety her. The girls
read regularly and got very fond of their lessons and wishey could live like English
girls. One day | was told that the elder girl was tarmgried the next week. She was in
great distress, for she knew nothing of the man who kad bhosen for her and feared
naturally that he might be uneducated and ignorant.sl umable to go to the wedding,
and to my great distress, the young bride was taken tavaydistant town without my
seeing her again. Some
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months passed and then | got a letter from a strangevadt well written and well
expressed in English and | found to my great delight thaag from the husband of my
old pupil. He said he felt he must write to thank me fanrigaeducated his wife to be a
friend and companion for him. He had heard from a fridvad some girls of his own
class were being educated in Madras and he had asked for maeriage. His dread for
years had been to be bound to an ignorant woman andisoi@ars were dispersed; his
wife was a great pleasure to him and her judgment of giga He added, "l can only
think that her progress has been due to her study of the, Biid | want you to send me
a copy that we may study together." He is dead now amdyith widow is in great
distress. She says: "l have been in the light and @amback in the dark.” This shows
what can be done by education to raise a people so degsadethy Mohammedans are.

The part of South India where the Mohammedans are mdspendent is the
"Nizam's Dominion," which is under the control of the&in of Hyderabad (subject, of
course, to England). Hyderabad is a large walled ciowvded with rather fierce-looking
Mohammedans, and it is only of late years that Englestple have been allowed within
the walls without an escort. Even at the present aa¥mglish live inside the walls.
Everything inside is purely Mohammedan, and the Eng-
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lish live at Secunderabad, where the English troopstatened, just a few miles off.

In Hyderabad, were it not for H. H. the Nizam, manytled Nawabs would be
glad to bring their wives out. Quite a number of the ilgguhobles have but one wife and
glory in the fact. The Crown Prince (Sahibzada) haanbmarried lately to a lady of
noble family. This was probably the first Nizam to getmea. The Nizam, from the fear
of intrigue, fills his harem with low-class women.r&® of the nobles bring their wives
out of purdah as soon as they leave the state ondayol

Polygamy is still common, especially among the welto. A ready purchase of
slaves, during the great famine of 1900, as concubines, piwatethis evil still exists.
Few men have "many" wives, however.

The effect on home life of this system is evident. $héibzada (the next Nizam)
when a boy was taken from the palace, his home, &ipedte evils and temptations of a
royal zenana. He lived in a large house with only his tamorguardians till his marriage.
A thoughtful munshi who was anxious about his children's mpdaiplored a system that
made the mother so ignorant of the outside world andnsdle to direct a young son
aright.

Let me give you a few of my experiences with regard to ddimsan women,
especially during my stay in Hyderabad. One zenana we asasittbelonged to an old
man who professed to be a great
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reformer, but whose women were still in strict purdah. d8veral times told us that he
would be delighted if we could persuade his wife and daugtdegs out with us, but of
course they would not hear of such a thing. To their mindsonly the very poor and
degraded who wander about unveiled or even drive in anagpaage, and would not all
the ladies of their acquaintance be horrified at the lidea of their leaving their old
habits. So that all our arguments and persuasion welesssand the husband went on
writing his papers on the need of reform in the treatroétheir women. With this lady
and her daughters we one day went to a fair for woongn We had to submit to having
our carriage covered with a very large sheet so thatyaaould see through the closed
venetians, and when, after great difficulty, the ladg bbeen placed in the carriage we
drove to the enclosure where the fair was to be hetthtRto the enclosure drove the
carriage, and then the ladies, carefully shrouded d@®tsh were conducted through a
narrow gate-way into a second enclosure, and there thewesands of women and
children. Not a man was to be seen anywhere. It was&agstto see them wandering
about freely in their bright-colored garments and toenafver the streets of the great city
they had come from, where hardly a woman is ever. Sdese women never crossed the
threshold of their houses before perhaps, so it wasdikgand to them.
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We found one large, gaily decorated erection belongingne of the Nawabs of
Hyderabad, and the women called us in and plied us with mgaegtions, and then
begged us to go to their house to see them. We wentayne find these new friends.
After driving two or three miles we came to a quaint aalVillage, passed under the
gateway, and were directed to the great man's house. Veéetol@ he had two hundred
women in his zenana. In front of the house we sawuag/onan with a drawn sword, just
about to mount his horse. He seemed much amused whendwenowe wanted to go
and see the ladies, but he conducted us in to see tdeoh¢he house. He was very
polite, and asked us why we had come, etc. We told himamumession and showed our
Gospel, and at last he said, "Oh, yes! You can go mw& were conducted to the other
side of the courtyard and came to an enormous iron gdtetle door in the middle of it
was opened for us to squeeze through, and we were in theazen

Outside were plenty of sun and air, a grand, spaciougyesd with beds of
flowers, and arched verandahs with large cushions tmsind lean against.

Inside was a narrow courtyard which gave you the impnessianot being big
enough for all the women and children who crowded round. Mdegano flowers, no
pretty verandahs, nor cushions. Old ladies and young gyl$ieart
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sank as | saw them all shut in together in this pri3twey were very pleased for us to
sing for them, but it seemed impossible to talk to thenenEffonewanted to listen the

others would not let her. We always came away wittdafeeling. The woman who first
asked us to go seemed to be in disgrace when we weséthead time, and would not
come near us, and there seemed to be quite a little weottself of intrigue and quarrel,

joy, and sorrow, and sin in there. One old lady woulgehaung to her the quaint
Hindustani bhajam "Rise, pilgrim, get ready, the timeag fjoing," but she did not want
to hear about our Lord Jesus.

One day, when walking up a street in Hyderabad city seBiogpels, a boy called
us into a large house. Here we found a little Nawab b@wght by his teacher, who was
very polite. The great houses give you a curious feelihgs grand and spacious, but
nothing is comfortable or home-like. Great verandahshatcbnies all round the central
courtyard and garden. After hearing our errand, the youngblaffered to take us to his
mother and grandmother. We went with him. In one coofi¢he courtyard was a funny
little hole, we could not call it a door, with a difyece of sacking hanging in front of it.
We went through and found ourselves in the zenana. Crofwdemen and a dirty, dull,
dreary-looking place are all that stays in my membuy;we were not allowed to
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look long, for no sooner did the old grandmother find we lhadGospel of Jesus, than
she had us hustled out. In vain the boy and younger woreadeqd for us to stay. She
would not hear of it, so we had to go. We left somepBlsswith the boy. The teacher
begged for the whole Bible, which we sold him a few dater.ldnto many zenanas we
went in this way, but we did not get invited a second tisna aule, and we generally find
that having once been able to tell the Gospel in a Mussuhmase, if we do go a second
time, we find the women primed with stock arguments agamst

We find we get nearest to them in the medical work. A& hales and stories in
the dead of night then, when sitting with them, which wendbget a hint of at other
times. | remember a woman once showing me her arcoaéired with cuts which she
said her husband had done to her because she had bémg figth the other wife. We,
with our ideas of freedom and liberty, may think these womehappy, butheydo not
seem to be more so than our own women. They are uget to their own life and look
down upon us poor things, who are so degraded that we akowtansee us freely with
no shame! They see no privation in not being alloweda out, or to see the world, and
yet it is a suicidal system. For the women have hetl¢ast idea of what the men and
boys are doing.

Many a time have | seen a mother try to chastize dwrtiut he had only to get to
the door and slip
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out and she could not go after him. Since the girlsraarer go out they do not need
much education of any sort, and the husband knows thenasfeo knowledge whatever
of the world outside, so what is the use of talking & ¥ amongst Mussulmans there
is stagnation, and they of nearly all the people inalmdake least progress. Ninety-five
per cent. of them are classed as illiterate in tsiedansus!

Still progress is being made, we feel quite sure, and ong sieems to prove this.
Though the Mohammedans in South India are backward anof fihiings to be deplored,
yet they are innocent of many things which are evidentlyrieth on in other
Mohammedan countries. We, in South India, who have &arsy worked amongst
Moslems never heard of the customs which seem to ipievagypt. Divorce is rarely
heard of. Possibly it is too expensive, as the husband mnewsn the dower. A woman
being married to half a dozen husbands in succession isnahbé Surely this shows
that where education spreads and where Christianity, soicusly perhaps, permeates
the whole, there is a brighter day dawning for Islam. W&avanted is more teachers,
more helpers to take up the work of spreading the knowledgkeolford in Moslem
lands.
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THE MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN OF TURKESTAN

AMONG the numerous nations and tribes which adhereh& doctrine of
Mohammed, the condition of women is of course notryavieere the same. In the
vicinity of Europe, e. g., in European Turkey, the influent&wropean morality and
customs has become more and more prevailing in spitheofesistance of Moslem
priests. Another difference in the condition of womemhich can be observed
everywhere and which we shall occasionally referatises from their social position;
among the richer classes a woman must submit to rateswestoms different from those
which are standard among the poorer classes. The funddnaents, however, are the
same; the evil is one, though its outward appearanceliffierin some respects.

The misfortune of a Mohammedan woman begins at heh, dot instead of
rejoicing ,at the arrival of her little daughter, theth&y complains that she is not a son.
She knows that a girl will leave her at the age afuafourteen, in order to live in her
husband's house, and after that she will hardly havecanfection with her mother,
whereas a son will
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stay at his mother's house and support her in case shél 9b® divorced from her
husband. Moreover the mother is anxious lest her husliamdss her and take another
wife. In consequence the mother feels less affectiohdo daughter than she would have
felt for a son; she takes little care of her and neégleer. When about six years old the
little girl begins to do housework; she is ordered toycamter, to sweep the house, to do
kitchen-work, and so on. For the least mistake sheoislesd and beaten, and even if it
happens without any reason, she is not allowed to compidim defend herself. By this
treatment the mother prepares her for the hard lothwdaicaits her. Sometimes also she
will exclaim: "If you had had good fortune, you would haweib a boy and not a girl."
The father treats her with no less cruelty, so agite her the impression that she is
indeed an unfortunate creature whom God does not love.

At meal times girls take the last place and must béecbnvith what others leave
for them. When on holidays or on other occasions lgggspresents, the girls go away
empty-handed. Even for boy's dress more is spent thahaof the girls.

The teaching of girls is generally confined to prayers arew chapters of the
Koran, which they learn by heart mechanically. Verndee are they taught to read and
write. The exceptions are few and are always the dmlgren of the rich or the noble.
By these exceptions we know that Moham-
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medan girls are in every respect sufficiently giftedd, higher education. Many of them
have become prominent scholars or artists, perfetily ® rival men. This has been
proved by the prose works and poems of Zubdat-ul-NissaigthBlower of Women)—
by those of Leila—and in modern times by the Persian wodsam Tadj, still better
known by her surname Qurat-ul-Ain (that is, "Eyes' ComfoiThis woman descended
from a priest's family, her father as well as her umaeid father-in-law had been great
theologians, and her cousin, to whom she was marriad,andistinguished scholar. Her
extraordinary beauty seems to have been surpassed only bydilect and character.
When but a child she took a great interest in the csatiens on science which were
often carried on in her family, and surprised everybodigdyysharp wit and rich mind.

When later on she became acquainted with the doctrints &ab, a new leader,
who appeared in Persia about the middle of last cerdbeywas so deeply impressed by
them that she entered into intercourse with him, andpite of the resistance of her
family, appeared in public in order to proclaim her mastyttrines.

Let us try to give Mohammedan women a share in the hggiatual life of their
western sisters, and the slave creatures who serydahmn husbands' pleasure and ease
will become companions in his life-work and educators othiklren. This
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would produce a perfect change in Moslem family-life.

This vision of the future, however, is not yet fulilleThe Mohammedan girl
spends her child-hood in a dreary way, knowing that uetifturteenth or fifteenth year
life will not be changed. Then her parents will maney to a man, in the choice of whom
they will be led by financial reasons only. The young mamsher or some other elder
relation of his chooses a bride for him, and examineggth with regard to her health
and bodily charms. Sometimes the young people are edlder exchange a few words
with each other in presence of the mother, but toagqtiainted with each other as in
Christian lands is considered superfluous. After marrggeis a slave not only to her
husband, but also to her parents-in-law, towards whom rehet behave most
courteously, and whom she must serve sometimes evenrebsfoving her husband.
Every morning she rises first and cleans the house;stiermust bring her father-in-law
water to wash himself, and afterwards his repast. Praederakes her try to gain the
affection of her parents-in-law, that they may proteet, in case her husband should
dismiss her. Moreover, in the first year after manrriage a young wife is not allowed to
answer the questions of her parents and brothers-in-lagvisabowing or shaking her
head; only if no one else is present, she may talkhém. In the fourth year she is
permitted to an-
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swer by saying "no" or "yes"; after the birth of a chiidwever, she may talk to every

one. Besides, it is considered unbecoming that in thepres# her parents-in-law she

should sit near her husband or occupy herself with hédrehi The only change and

pleasure in a married woman's life are the visits whighexchanges every now and then
with her parents, relations, and friends, as wellhasweddings and religious festivities

which she is allowed to attend.

The greatest misfortune in the life of a Mohammedan amgnmowever, is the
absolute uncertainty of the duration of her marriagecwiobs her of all real happiness.
According to Moslem law, every Mohammedan is entitedake four legitimate wives.
Although Moslem law demands that a man who has sewevak ought to treat them
equally, and forbids the neglect of one by preferring dtieer, matters are generally
different in reality. The first wife, instead of reteag a certain pre-eminence, as would
be just, gradually becomes the servant of her fellow-aifavives; if not, her husband
dismisses her at last. It is impossible to giveladl particulars of the misery which needs
must result from such marriages, not only for the \Wéeself, but very often also for her
children.

The idea, that woman is a subordinate creature,ngelstinly to serve man, has
been so to say numerically expressed in the Mohammiedarof inheritance, all the
particulars of which are founded
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on the principle: two parts to man, one part to woman.ifistance, after the death of the
wife, the husband inherits a quarter of her fortuneasedhere are children; if there are
none, half of it, whereas, the wife inherits only a qeradr an eighth. If several wives
survive their husband, they inherit these parts togetherordingly, daughters inherit
only half as much as sons.

Very seldom a Mohammedan widow is married again. Sherg#y stays in her
late husband's house, in order to educate her childremybiom a tutor is chosen. The
tutor administers the children's fortune and gives the enods much money as is
necessary for their subsistence. When the childrerg@anen up, the mother generally
stays for the rest of her life at one of her sonet, so often at a daughter's. In poor
families, however, the woman strives hard to gain Iheng by washing, spinning,
sewing, knitting stockings, and other things of that kindet.ah the grown-up children
sustain their mother, so that women who have childpemd their old age in comparative
comfort. If, however, a widow, perhaps for want, cotissé¢o be married again, her own
condition may be improved, but her children suffer.

Some older women must be mentioned who are rather fiequ&loslem lands,
and who form a class by themselves. Generally theg haen married several times, but
either have no children, or have abandoned them tofttteirThey pass their


http://www.muhammadanism.org/default.htm

WEN OF TURKESTAN 269

old age without a companion and gain their living in a/@amanner as possible, being
not very particular in choosing the means. Outwarkgytseem to be utterly devoted to
their religious duties, and are always seen to murmurepsaand count their beads, by
which behavior even religious people are often deceigemsg4o support them. On closer
observation, however, their real occupation provestmbming about in the houses and
intruding themselves in a skilful and unobserved way ideprto spy out people's
whereabouts. They try to make themselves agreeableetdethale members of the
household by tale-bearing or making commissions of diffekers, particularly those
which the women cannot make themselves or which thddedh of the house must not
know about. Thus they gain influence over those whom tase served, and assure
themselves of their gratitude. They promote love-intisgumeake marriages, and so on; if
desired, they will also go to some celebrated forturlerteh order to secure a talisman.

These talismans or amulets generally consist of g sdraaper, on which there
are written sayings, names, letters, figures, or sigtts common ink, or often with a
yellow liquid made of saffron, musk, or amber; sometimesn serpent's blood is used
for this purpose. If the talisman is to be worn on tbdyb the paper is folded in the form
of a triangle or a quadrant, then wrapped in a piecettdrcavhich has been made water-
proof, and at
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last covered with a piece of fine cloth. The amusetfastened upon the head or tied
around the upper-arm or worn on the breast, with agséniaund the neck. Some people
sew it upon the inside of their clothes so that it besthe backbone or on the heatrt.
Sometimes the amulet must be fastened with sevememblsilk. Sometimes also it is

thrown into water, to be drunk as soon as the writindjssolved, or it is burnt and they

breathe the smoke.

Talismans and amulets are said to protect men and aninoah the evil eye,
from the bite of wild beasts, and from wounds in wheytcause love or hatred, they
produce or prevent sleep and madness. Their preparatomsgered a special science,
which demands special study and is practised by so-callegtiaregor fortune-tellers,
but also by dervishes, and even by priests. The latteragnenly write verses from the
Koran, which women wear around their neck as amulets.

Perhaps all this superstition is harmless in itself @sdodirect harm only to their
purses. In-directly, however, it has a demoralizinduerice upon all classes of people,
especially upon women, who, as guardians of customs, atattached to these fables.
Only true civilization and Christianity will redeem andidet.

In order to deepen the impression of what has been saitbaadd something
from real life, | will tell the story of a Moslem wean, just as | heard
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it in Kashgar, where | have been working for five gelar the spreading of the Gospel.

Some fifty years ago there lived in Kashgar a man c&leddsha Burhaneddin.
He was descended from a family which since the middimefteventeenth century has
given Kashgar its kings. His fellow citizens estedrh@n very much on account of his
strict observance of the religious prescriptionsstdrh. He married a woman of noble
descent, and for some time contented himself with hisagiee But according to Islam it
is a merit to take if possible four wives, in order taéase the number of the adherents
of Islam. For this reason Chodsha brought home anetifierwhenever he travelled on
business to the Russian town of Andishan on that ditleeorienshan, until the number
of four was full. The consequence was that he not oedyeisted his first wife, but even
had her do all the housework alone, thus making her thargesf his three other wives.
She had to serve them from early morning till lataight. Without grumbling and with
great diligence the poor woman took all the work upon Hersetretly, however, she
bewailed her hard lot and employed her few free hémrghe education of her little
daughter. However, she did not succeed in satisfying hbahdsHe always found fault,
beat her, and bade her not show her face before himwifissubmitted patiently and
silently; she desisted even from paying visits to her psuamd acquaintances,
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which would have given her some comfort, lest her husivhimk she had gone to her
beloved ones to complain of his treatment. Four ygmssed. Meanwhile several
political revolutions had taken place in Kashgar. In Chiha numerous Chinese
Mohammedans had revolted, and the revolt had spread lewexdstern countries. In
eastern Turkestan the Chinese officials as well asdlagers and the merchants had been
killed by the Mohammedans; only a few escaped death by awgéplam. This state of
matters was put an end to by Jakob Beg. He had come frmma8 Chokand, north of
the Tienshan, under the pretext of helping the descendainé¢ old Kashgarian dynasty
of the Chodshas to the throne. In due time he put thedPaside and founded a kingdom
of his own, which included the whole of eastern Turkesgdter taking hold of the
government he tried to weaken the Chodshas in every wesilybm some of them were
assassinated, others put in prison in order to be executedf@re latter was Chodsha
Burhaneddin. As soon as his wife heard that her husbanbdeadmade a prisoner, she
hurried to her father, who was well esteemed at JalegfssBourt, and besought him to
make the most of his influence in order to save her hdstdmren she prepared a meal,
took it to her imprisoned husband, and encouraged him. At higese she roused her
father still more so as to betake himself at onctatamb Beg, and to prevail on him to set
the
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prisoner at liberty that same night. Chodsha Burhaneddurnesl to his house and
entered the room of his wife whom he had so long negflean order to thank her for his
delivery. Afterwards she had one more child, a boy.

Some years after these events Chodsha fell ill. Kmpwhat his end was near,
repentance overwhelmed him, and he asked his first wipartdon him whatever wrong
he had done her. It was only she whom he wished te@&emm in his pains. His other
wives he did not at all care for now, and detested tie®n in such a manner as to drive
them away, whenever they approached him. When at last ka@dtreleased him from his
pains, his three younger wives were married again, leakeigahildren to their fate. His
first wife, however, remained faithful to him even aftierath; she refused all proposals,
honorable as some of them were, and devoted herseélgnd the education of her son
and daughter, whom she lived to see married.

From this example, to which many others might be addedgedomes clear to
what deep humiliations Mohammedan women are subject, dmat weasure of
faithfulness and sacrifice are nevertheless hidden i sifrthese oppressed and crushed
lives. Without knowing the doctrines of Christian religicChodsha's wife had practised
them. What she dimly anticipated, has been fulfilledher son, whom | baptized as the
first-fruits in Kashgar, and received into the chu@ld the Mohammedan
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women but know to what height Christianity would raisenth Could they but compare
the Mohammedan proverb: "Do not ask a woman's adviek,fashe gives it, do the

contrary,” with the Apostle Paul's words: "So ought rieelove their wives as their own

bodies. He that loveth his wife, loveth himself" (Ephe 28), and "There is neither male
nor female, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus," theyld know the distance which
separates Christian views from those of Islam.

If on summer evenings when the heat of the day is dwer,inhabitant of a
Mohammedan town goes out for a walk to enjoy the everominess before the gates,
he will sometimes pass the burial-grounds. Weeping andinggatome to his ear.
Pitifully he will look at the figures of mourning women w/lare kneeling by the graves.
But the sorrow which is revealed there is not alwagamh for the loss of some beloved
one dead; very often women visit the graves of thdatioms or, if they have none, of
saints, in order to weep out undisturbed and unheard tbpeldss, desolate lives. In
their houses they dare not give way to their sorrowdefar of their husbands, therefore
they go to the dead in order to tell them their griefs!

May these words bring that sound of wailing to the hearShristian women!
May they, for whom Christian morality has made fé& and worthy, who as a beloved
husband's true friend and companion take part in his jays@mows, or
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those who in the fulfilment of self-chosen dutiesédn&und happiness and content, may
they often remember the hard fate of their Moslenmesssin the Orient, and help carry
the message of salvation to them.
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IN FAR-OFF CATHAY

THE social condition of Mohammedan women in Kansu Paesiin Northwest
China is not so hard as those of their sisters in tloee mvestern countries. The
Mohammedans, having been in China now about a thousand lyaaes,save in the mat-
ter of idolatry, practically adopted the Chinese cust@wsn to the binding of the feet of
their little girls. Among the wealthier Mohammedans,vath the wealthier Chinese,
polygamy is common, many having two or three wives, andngntbe middle class,
when there has been no issue by the first wife, maks tinto themselves a second wife.
Divorces are of rare occurrence.

There are no harems. The better-class women arseeot much on the streets,
but in the country places, the farmer's wife, daughtexs,daughters-in-law go out into
the fields, weed and reap the corn, carry water, gathé&rel, and wear no veil. The
daughters and daughters-in-law of the better class, tiherage of fifteen to thirty, often
wear a black veil when going on a visit to their frieresalso do the Chinese.

276
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In the busy farming seasons, the Mohammedan men, with wnegs of the
poorer class, hire themselves out to the Chinese farraads,come down in large
numbers to weed in the spring and gather in the corn imsurand autumn. They bring
their children with them and stay on the farm till thesyptime is over. We always get a
goodly number of visits from them.

Speaking of the Mohammedan male population in our pretectiufi-ning, the
vast majority are ignorant of the tenets of the &worknow little of anything, save that
Masheng-ren is their prophet, and that there is a SupBmimg somewhere of whom
they are almost as ignorant as the Chinese. They seaealize it a duty to attend
worship on two special occasions each year, but therityagd them never darken the
mosque doors at other times. Seldom a day passes but wéVimdnammedan visitors,
and the answer we get from nine out of every ten to qumsstibout their doctrine is, "We
are only blind folks and we do not know anything." Their ahgsoor pastors do not
trouble to teach any save the students, for which theypaid. Some even speak of
heaven as being Khuda (God). In many ways they are inflddmcéhe Chinese around
them.

Already | have referred to the binding of the feet eifithittle girls. In sickness it
is a common thing to see the patient with a tiny book ewrith Arabic bound up in red
cloth and sewn on the
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shoulder or back of the outside garment, to shield them the evil spirits. Many also

observe the lucky and unlucky days in the Chinese calendegnipving from one house
to another. One of our patients had even resortecet@alddhists or agnostics to recite
prayers and use charms to drive away his sickness.

At the present rate of spiritual declension, in anotieertury many will either be
Buddhists or agnostics.

The times of prayer are not observed save by the agshend mullahs and a few
of the old men.

These few particulars showing the indifference andrignce among the men,
what can be expected of the women? They are heath@ptercame. In our prefecture,
we receive a welcome among them whenever we go, butdmnthis will continue it is
hard to tell. In the southwest of this province, whenmentrly much friendliness was
shown towards the missionaries, latterly a spiritbitferness and opposition has been
manifested owing to a few becoming interested in the Gasukattending regularly on
Sunday. The ah-hongs have warned their people that ifoamyhe church they will be
put to death when the foreign ambassador arrives from J.uvkKko this individual is, is
not very apparent, and from whence he will get his poweput Chinese subjects to
death is a mystery. Doubtless it is only a schemeeothhongs to put the people in fear.
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So far, however, we have open doors here and no ogppditit owing to lack of
workers there is NO ONE TO ENTER IN, NO ONE to take Bread of Life to them,
NO ONE to bear the glad news to them.

After the rebellion of 1895, when retribution fell hegviin the Mohammedans,
thousands of them were reduced to the verge of stamyatiomen, who had been
accustomed to the comforts of a good home, were deprivibeio warm winter clothing
and left only with thin summer tattered garments, righthe depth of winter with a
thermometer registering below zero (Fahrenheit). Byhblp of many kind friends in
different parts of China, we were enabled to open a sdapek and provide hot food
every day for six weeks, during the bitterest part ofwinger, to an average of three
hundred persons each day, and also to give away sevemalgaaments to those in direst
need. Every day we taught the people to repeat hymns, geore Ineat, and told them
stories from the Bible. On the Chinese New Year's Daygave them a special treat of
mutton-broth and afterwards showed them, with the miagiern, some scenes in the
life of our Lord. In the winter of 1896-7 we again provideddao an average of one
hundred and twenty each day, nearly all widows and children

When the rebellion was over the Mohammedans wereonget permitted to
reside in the east suburb, where formerly they nundbere thousand
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persons, save a few of the poor widows who gained a sulzgsby begging, but were
sent to reside in a few villages thirty miles from tlity.dOccasionally we have a visit
from some of the women and it is cheering to find thay remember much of what was
told them in those years of their adversity, and we hape that some at least will meet
us in the white-robed throng hereatter.

At present we have one Mohammedan woman, much intdré@stine Gospel,
who comes regularly to worship on Sundays when the farmexsnot busy. One
difficulty stands in their way and that is, the Chm&gomen hate them and scorn to sit
beside them, and we cannot wonder, for they have sdffewuch at their hands, many
having lost their all twice in their lifetime, and sotheice; nevertheless, we are thankful
for the more Christ-like spirit shown towards themtbg Christians, who are willing to
forget the past and give them a welcome, conversethatin freely, and recognize them
as sisters for whom also Christ hath died.

There are two sects of Mohammedans in our districtthexe are often serious
guarrels between them, and some of the people feaif thany Mohammedans became
Christians serious trouble might ensue; but we feel sataftthe Christians manifest the
spirit of their Master, loving their enemies, blessihgitt persecutors, praying for those
who ill-treat them, that finally they would disarimeir hatred and be permitted to live in
peace;
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whereas the two sects lacking that inward spiritual grée¢ing each other, and
backbiting each other, finally bring about strife.

The careful readers of this chapter will observe frohat we have written that
the life of their Mohammedan sisters in China is rohard and prison-like as that of
their sisters in North Africa, Persia, etc., whemneyt are secluded for a lifetime in the
prison-like harems at the command of their husbandegefiteless, their need is just as
great, their souls just as precious, their ignorarfcgpwoitual things just as deep, their
lives just as much of a blank, their hope for the futust @§s dark; they live and die "just
like animals," they are wont to say; and all the hopeless, darkness, and lovelessness
continues not because of their SECLUSION in harentiseatmercy of their husbands but
because of their EXCLUSION from their right to tlegyg and hope of the Christian life
by the luke-warm indifference of the Church of Chrisd&y, which fails to realize the
great responsibility to carry the Gospel to every creatur

In our vast parish, stretching one hundred miles front sasvest and two
hundred and thirty miles from southeast to northwestpec®ing Six cities, sixteen
walled towns, and thousands of villages with a mixed poipulaof Chinese,
Mohammedans, Mongolians, Tibetans, and aborigines, nbahdsand | are left to labor
alone. This does not spell seclusion but exclusion fraknowledge of the
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Way of Salvation for tens of thousands of souls foom Christ died.

When Jesus saw the leper He had compassion on him;késaw the widow of
Nain He said "Weep not"; when the mourners wept at theegof Lazarus He saw them
and wept also; when He looked from the Mount of Oliveghencity of Jerusalem and
thought of her doom, He wept. Would that in a vision or giream of the night, you
could behold something of the hopelessness of your lessefhgisters; would that you
could hear just a few of their plaintive cries and sse4 rolling down their cheeks as
they unburden their sorrows to the sympathetic ear.,Tinethinks, you would not rest
till you had accomplished something to make these many darks H@aghter and sad
hearts lighter.
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XXII
OUR MOSLEM SISTERS IN JAVA
(Translated from the Dutgh

THE life of the Mohammedan woman in general here tstimat of a being on a
par with man, but rather comparable with that of a daminal, a creature inferior to and
much less worthy than man, which is kept and utilizedoag las it performs some
services.

Fatalism, as taught and nourished by Islam, places thmaw in a servile
relationship to the man, so much so that she, althougbidmyed a creature of no
particular value, does not take offence at being accountedlgible quantity.

Maltreatment of women takes place occasionally butyisno means general,
because nothing hinders the husband from driving away hisaitliewvhom he may not
be satisfied, without even observing the simplest forenlegal procedure.

Why should the man, particularly amongst Moslems, 'ltbed of Creation,"
weary himself or even become angry, seeing it is faewand more profitable that he
exchange the worn-out wife and mother, who can noeloadd to the number of his
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children, for a younger and stronger wife? This profitabléebatoo, need cost him but a
trifle.

This exchange of wives has even a more demoralizing tepdban the practice
of polygamy itself, which luxury only those can participatewhose salary is at least
fifteen florins per month.

The results of the sinful practice of polygamy, esplciar the children and
consequently for the state, would be less sad to cofdempwvere it not that the
polygamist exchanges his wife as readily for anothdreawho can afford but one wife,
at a time.

It is scarcely necessary for me to enumerate hereffects of this evil of which
the wife is the victim.

This much-loved evil is a strong bulwark against the sprdatheo ethics of
Christianity.

A second and a very powerful opponent of mission wof&usd in the peculiar
Mohammedan village organization, in which the Moslemk$her spiritual leader plays
the most important role.

Another peculiarity of Islam here, is the fact thia¢ inland population and the
millions of inhabitants who live in the lowlands of Jea@ peculiarly interrelated and
mutually dependent. Only in a few of the larger towns vaJdo we find the trades
practised.

The villager is a farmer, and since rice is the chigélarof food and this must be
raised by irrigation channels in a hilly country like dathe vil-
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lagers are, as a matter of course, compelled to lipeate with one another, becoming
interdependent through the production of the staff of life.

A Moslem family that becomes Christian soon expegsndeprivation. The so-
called "silent power" soon makes its influence felt, @snag them from every privilege.

This becomes the more easy to understand when we remgrabtre division of
the cultivable soil and of the water supply with all eth&il rights and privileges, are
entrusted by Dutch law to the Mohammedan village governnremthich the Moslem
sheikh or priest enjoys an ex-officio vote.

Because of this peculiar condition of life in the Hasties, the writer and other
missionaries in Java have purposely settled in an inlatdct in the very midst of the
Mohammedan population, where those families who haveraam®ath Christianity may
gather about the mission centre and gradually form kuasi¢in course of time a village
or town), where independent legal privileges may be edjayel the people ruled over
by their own native Christian chiefs. In this mannezsth communities can gradually
become "a salt" and "a light" for their Mohammedawi®nment.

Of very much importance in this connection is the actaken by Her Majesty,
our beloved Queen Wilhelmina, who—at the request of ourdbivhnister of Colonies,
the Honorable Mr. Van ldenburg, at present Governor crRaribo, in South
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America—commissioned the States-General of the Nati#s to describe and protect
the legal status of the native Christians.

By reason of this our Christian converts can now claineast the right of
existence, and even the native Christian woman cannotttai justice before the law to
which she is entitled.
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XXIV
THE MOHAMMEDAN WOMEN OF MALAYSIA

MALAYSIA comprises the Malay Peninsula and Archipelagoe Tdtter includes
the great islands of Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and €glamd innumerable smaller ones.
The one island of Java contains about three-fourthseoémhire population of Malaysia,
which is probably about forty millions. The vast majpriof the population are
Mohammedans, but the hill-tribes of the Peninsula antheflarger islands are still
heathen, the Dyaks of Borneo and the Battas of Sarbaing the most numerous of the
non-Mohammedan races. There are also many hundredsoos$atids of Chinese
immigrants in Malaysia, of whom only one here and tihanee become Mohammedan.

The principal Mohammedan races are: (I) the Malays propko inhabit the
Peninsula, the east coast of Sumatra, and the neigbgbstamds, and are scattered to
some extent amongst all the seaport towns of the Aregpe (2) in Sumatra, the
Achinese in the north, and the Rejans and Lampongs indim;s(3) in Java, the
Sundanese in the west, the Javanese in the centeasinédnd the
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Madurese in the extreme east; and (4) the Bugis in Celebe

The greatest success in the conversion of Mohammedatiwigiianity has been
achieved by, the German (Barmen) Mission in Sumatra, laleflycamong the Battas, a
very numerous heathen race, who have been graduallynagmall numbers to the faith
of Islam, probably for centuries. About fifty thousandtiodé Battas are now Christians,
and many of these were at one time Mohammedans.

In Java the Dutch have made considerable efforts to domle natives to
Christianity for three hundred years past, and as thdt @sthis early work there are
considerable Christian communities still existing. Ibmy within the last century, how-
ever, that the work of the missionary societies infissed new life into the work of
converting the Mohammedans. The greatest numerical sidwes been achieved by
those who devote their efforts to the founding of Glanis communities in villages of
their own, entirely distinct from the Mohammedansthwtheir own Christian village
headmen. It is found that in the Mohammedan villagesGhgstians suffer so much
persecution from the headmen and others, that in s@wescChristianity has been
entirely stamped out, and the Christians have disappeavedner knows where. The
Christian villages have in most cases been establishathsettled districts, whole
families being moved from other
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places, and clearing the jungle to form their owrlesgients. These people have been
won to Christ by preaching among the Mohammedans, and are tptbt&éom
persecution by thus gathering them into Christian comnasnitMuch work is also done
by means of schools and dispensaries. The Dutch Govetrprevides both the school
buildings and salaries of schoolmasters, under centides,rand it also erects hospitals,
and provides medicines free to every missionary. Thezeabso instances in which
Christian communities have grown up in the midst of Mohadanesurroundings, and it
is claimed that such Christians are of a stronger tgpd, exercise a more powerful
influence among their fellow-countrymen. A Dutch nossry writes that polygamy and
divorce are very prevalent in Java, there being many hdve changed husbands or
wives as many as ten or twenty times. The man haayahe priest two guilders for a
divorce, but a woman would have to pay twenty-five guildéne latter is known as
"Buffalo divorce," i. e., brutal. In Java the seconifews called "A fire in the house."
Four wives are allowed, and any number of concubinesase of divorce the girls
follow the father, and the boys follow the motheivddced women are often in straitened
circumstances and become concubines or the kept misti@sEaropeans or even of the
Chinese.

The largest Christian communities in Malaysia are imthN&elebes and on the
island of Amboina.
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These are the result of the early labors of th@lelas of the Dutch East India Company.

Among the Malays proper very little missionary work hagrb attempted, and
practically nothing has been accomplished. From 1815 to 184Botheon Missionary
Society carried on work among the Malays at Penang, Emland Singapore, but then
withdrew all their missionaries to China, with the gteen of Rev. B. P. Keasberry, who
continued to work among the Malays in Singapore as a Gaffesting missionary until
his death, in 1872. He baptized a few Malays, both memamaen, one or two of whom
are still living, but make no profession of Christianiyithin the last twenty years we
know of one Malay man and two or three women who hbgen converted to
Christianity and baptized in Singapore and Penang, nonehofmwhas gone back to
Islam.

The extent to which polygamy is practised among the Y4aldepends very
greatly upon the amount which has to be paid as dowdythas varies very much in the
different parts of the Peninsula and Eastern Sumatrard®, however, is common
everywhere. In our personal intercourse with the Malays have realized how very
much the women resemble those of other nationalitietheir aspirations, but how
useless it is for them to try to make any real proghessause they are so tied by cus-
toms. They say, "We must be content to live as we diowe are powerless to do
otherwise." When
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they go out for walks they must be closely veiled oreced, and must walk in front of
the men, which seems courteous to us until we are teldetson, which is that the men
can watch them, and see that they do not cast glamagker men. Many of the women
learn to read the Koran, and a few learn to read aiteé Walayan in the government
vernacular schools, but the latter is sometimes tdgeto on the ground that the girls will
write letters to men. It is very difficult to get Mg girls to attend a Christian school, for
fear they might become Christians. The people livinthe agricultural districts seem to
be happy and contented, and yet here polygamy is mamengca than in the towns. The
heart of the wife and mother is often burdened becaersbusband has taken a second or
third wife, when there is little enough money for oaenily to live upon. As a rule the
men do not want their wives to know when they arentakiew wives. They usually say
they are going away to work for a few days. We have lasked to write letters to such
husbands requesting money, and begging the husband to f&onetimes the answers
to these letters contain loving messages to the wikeng@ader not to believe the stories
told her, but still he returns not, or worse still, money comes. The wives with tears
streaming down their cheeks say, "How can his small wagegort three or four
wives?" In one case a wife received a letter sayiaf) $he could marry again, as the
husband had de-
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cided to marry another woman. We have been asked by ssehatewives to enclose
love potions or medicine in letters to win back the lof/the husbands. The love potions
consist of the ashes of a piece of paper which hasdae words written on it and is
afterwards burnt, the ashes being put in a paper, enclosetkiter and sent to a friend,
who is requested to put it in a cup of coffee, and gite the wayward husband. One
woman whom we knew personally had been deserted bysdrand; she lived in a
house by herself, and would not leave it for more #Hahour at a time, fearing her hus-
band would return and accuse her of unfaithfulness. Shse@ her living partly by
taking in sewing, and her relatives would help her as thaldc A young girl was to be
married to a man who had a wife and family in anotbemt We asked the girl's mother
if she knew about this. She replied, "Yes, but he haswlages; he can support two
wives." We enquired of a relative of the bride-groonn& fvife if she knew her husband
was to be married again. She answered, "He will nobhée|lbut | am sure she will feel it
in her heart." In many cases the deserted wives hawgpmsg the children, which they
do by sewing or making and selling cakes.
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XXV
“WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME TO DO?"

THOSE of us who have read the pages of this book rigbtgin to the end, will
find such words as are at the head of this chapter rise mtaoily to our lips. What must
we do? There is a danger in the very magnitude of gkepaducing a hopelessness and
sense of impotence in ourselves so great that we shadthiing. We may wait for some-
one else or even a future generation to take up the wotkyd cannot so escape our
responsibility. We need to confess ourselves guilty ib Weahave as yet done nothing
and absolutely trust the One who is omnipotent to teackhas to do, and give us the
power to do it.

The following methods have been tried and each oneapmlie of further
development. Women's medical work has removed prejudideopened closed doors.
We should have many more women missionary doctors ardiepiaurses, especially
those skilled in midwifery. They are often only summoned attend difficult or
dangerous cases, so that it is a necessity tthhdoreughly efficientand they need the
missionary spirit. Women's hospitals as a base oftipes are needed, so that those
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who cannot be attended to in their own homes, withrape of cure, may be admitted to
the hospital. But there should be associated with ewarse or doctor some workers who
are wholly given up to evangelistic work. Through lackh&se much of the influence of

the medical missionary fails to accomplish its wedior result. The doctors and nurses
feel this themselves strongly. The same is felt evheyes amongst educational

missionaries. The work of the school needs to bevieitbup by the visit to the home.

There are countless doors open to the young wives wi ieen taught in school, and

who would delight in a visit from one of the missiodi&s.

This might be done by older workers and we earnestly ungé women's
missionary boards and societies should be willingeteeive women for this department
older than they can take for school or medical wotie Tanguage is learnt through con-
stant intercourse with the women. If older women wbald meet their own expenses
might be allowed to give themselves solely to this evistigework, we believe that a
large increase would be made to our missionary force.

Women's settlements are only beginning to be tried ieréift parts of the field,
but we believe that this method would be found very bélpdth in towns and villages,
but especially in the villages. The thought is, to hageoaip of about four workers and
one or two native helpers living to-
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gether, composing a women's household, into which the edoslomen may freely
come without fear of meeting any men. These settlesrsdduld be within easy reach of
an ordinary mission station, so that the work showddphrt of the whole, and the
husbands should be cared for by others at the same 8got®ol, medical, and
evangelistic work may all be done from a settlement.

It is felt in the educational work that girl's boarding@uls are far more fruitful
for good than day schools. One sort of school thaseo have had the happiest results
has been where a lady missionary has a little grégpme twelve girls living with her.
They are her companions night and day; she sharesialttmeersation, their play, their
house-hold duties, their lessons. The pure, refining infef her constant
companionship has more effect on these young lives thaotary that has been tried.
Will not many Christian women give themselves to suchkves this?

Much might be done in the way of small orphanages fds,gr homes where the
children of divorced mothers might be received.

The possibilities before us of what these girls migbtome through the home
training of several years are almost unlimited. The nhit@ligence and sweetness of
character shown by many of them show what might béenad them. They have all the
light-heartedness and merry ways of western girlsh wwhe same tenderness towards
suffering.
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And at the same time there is a strength of characi@rdetermination of will that not
only explains, perhaps, many of the divorces which now pédee, but it raises hopes of
what these girls may become, and may acomplisthéorg¢generation of their people.

If they become followers of Christ, they are of steff of which martyrs are
made. One little girl in a mission school in Egypt stopdn front of all her companions
and boldly said that she believed in Jesus. The newsjwekly told at home and she
was severely beaten. A day or two afterwards, shebaels in her place at school. Her
teacher asked had she been beaten very much. "Yessaishe'but never mind, wasn't
Jesus beaten for me?"

The centuries of oppression that have passed ovee#us lof these women have
not crushed their spirit. It rises afresh againstraigtupidity and ignorance of those who
oppress them. And men still find out even among Moslems:

"What man on earth hath power or skill

To stem the torrent of a woman's will?

For when she will, she will, you may depend on't,

And when she won't, she won't, and there's an ehd on'

That efforts to educate and train the girls are reafipreciated by the men is
evident from one fact known of large training schools ingéSyWe are told that not one
girl graduated there has been divorced, nor have amgfitusbands introduced
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a second wife into their homes. This shows us that tieaMoslem man really needs is a
wife who is able to be a companion to him. One whotalknto him, keep his home neat,
and knows how to take care of his children. And in mangse the lessons of heavenly
things which the young wife has learnt at school ha@nbwillingly listened to by the
husband.

The chief aim in our work should be to have constant teutththe girls, to love
them, to win their love, and to live Christ beforerthenot resting satisfied with anything
short of their salvation.

But all this needs to be taken up in dead earnest; andti@hrivomen can only
do it in the power of the Holy Spirit, yielding théiwes wholly to the Lord for it. If we
do rise to it, and diligently give ourselves to win the veomand girls of Islam for Christ,
and train them up to live for Him in their homes, we khiatl the answer to Abraham's
prayer for his son Ishmael begin to come true: "As dbrrael | have heard thee. Behold
| have blessed him,"—and God's blessgsiife for evermore

And to Our Moslem Sisters may come again the words tee¢ spoken to Hagar:
"The Lord hath heard thy affliction.” "And she called the name of the Loat gpoke
unto her, Thou God seest me, for she said, Have | also here lookeéiiaft that seeth
me.” The fountain of water in the wilderness by which thgedrfound her was called
Beer lahai-roi’'The well of Him that liveth and seeth méid
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the very name of Ishmael meari§od shall hear.” Is it not an invitation and an
encouragement to us to take on our hearts these multv@itiesir children and claim the
promises for themBlessing is life. "I am come that they might have life and that they
might have it more abundantly.”

For this end we ask you to enter into a covenant ofeprajth us, that we may
not cease to intercede for our broken-hearted sisteisthey may be comforted, and for
the captives of Satan, that they may be set freethigprison gates may be opened for
them so that the oil of joy may be given them foruunming, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness.

"Life! life! eternal life!
Jesus alone is the giver.
Life! life! abundant life!
Glory to Jesus for ever."

When this Life becomes theirs, Our Moslem Sisters lval our own sisters in a
new sense of the word, and we shall see the evangmtizait the Mohammedan home
and of all Moslem lands.

A PRAYER.

"O Lord God, to whom the sceptre of right belongethup Thyself and travel in
the greatness of Thy strength throughout the Mohammedds & the East; because of
the anointing of Thy Son Jesus Christ as Thy true Ptophiest, and King, destroy the
sword of Islam, and break the yoke of
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the false prophet Mohammed from off the necks of Egipdbia, Turkey, Persia, and
other Moslem lands, so that there may be opened throutitesgt lands a great door and
effectual for the Gospel, that the Word of the Lord rhaye free course and be glorified,
and the veil upon so many hearts may be removed, throwls Jghrist, our Lord.
Amen." (From the C. M. S. Cycle of Prayer.)
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